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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Austins, August 12, 1850. 


Pursuant to the Proclamation of his Excellency, Governor P. 
Hansbrough Bell, the House of Representatives of the Legislature 
of the State of Texas assembled in extra session at the Capitol in 
Austin, today. The House was called to order by the Speaker, 
the Hon. Charles G. Keenan. The roll was called by Ben. F. 
Hill, acting as Chief Clerk, by request, and the following mem- 
bers answered to their names : 

Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Ciump of Bexar, Dickson, Gillet, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of T ravis, Holland, Lloyd, Lott, Mce- 
Kinuey, Polk, Reynolds, Runvels. Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Shea, S nith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tay- 
lor, Wilsen and Winfield. 

The Speaker announced that a quorum being present, the 
House was ready to proceed to business, 

On motion of Mr, Biyan, the Hon. Jas. E. Shepard, member 
elect fiom Washington county, to supply the vacancy created by 
the resignation of the Hou. B. B. T arver, came forward took the 

oath of office and his seat, 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Honse proceeded to the election 
of officers to fill vacancies. 

The Speaker aunounced that the election of Chief Clerk was 
first n order. 

Mr, Charlton nominated for that office Mr. Joseph W. Hamp- 
ton. 

Mr. Reynolds nominated Mr. Phineas DeCordova. 

Messrs, Gillet, Holland and Hardeman of Travis were ap- 
pointed tellers, 
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The House proceeded to vote, and on counting the ballots, it 

appeared that i 
Mr. Hampton had received 20 votes. 
Mr. DeCordova s 13 *¥ 

Mr. Hampton having a majority of all the votes cast, was de- 
ciared duly elected Chief Clerk of the House. 

The House then proceeded to the election of Assistant Clerk. 

Mr. Bogart nominated Mr, James M. Long. 

There being no ether nomination, on motion, Mr. Long was 
declared elected by acclamation. 

The House then proceeded to the election of Engrossing clerk. 
aoe Holland nominated Mr. W. T. Tucker for Engrossing 

erk. 

There being no other nomination, on motion, Mr. Tucker was 
declared elected by acclamation. 

The House proceeded to the election of Enrolling Clerk. 

Mr. Bryan nominated for that office Mr. A. J. Harrell. 

Mr. Clements nominated Mr. A. Von Ger-Mar. 

ao House voted, and, on counting the ballots, it appeared 
tnat 

Mr. Harrell received ` - 31 votes. 

Mr. Von Ger-Mar 3 

Mr. Harrell having received a majority of the votes cast, the 
Speaker declared him duly elected. 

is election of Sergeant at-Arms being announced next in 
order. 

Mr. Reynolds nominated Mr. A. N. Smith for that office. 

Mr. Gillet nominated Mr. John S. Price. The House procee- 
ded to rote, and on ceunting the ballots, it appeared that 

Mr. Smith received , 26 votes 
Mr. Price 8. 

Mr. Smith having received a majgrity of ali the votes cast, was 
declared by the Speaker duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the officers elect came forward and 
the Speaker administered to nen the oath of office prescribed by 
the constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, ‘he House adjourned until to-mor. 
row morning nine o’clock, 
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Austin, August 13, 1850. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, ie l 

Absentees—Messis. Bee, Crump of Austin, Jowers, Lewis, 
MeNairy, Millican, Pace, Sith of Shelby, Whittlesey, Williams 
and Wren. ; 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution, which was read 
aud adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance he instructed to as} 
ceftain and report as early as practicable, what will be the pro- 
bable amount of receipts in money and other fifhds in the T'reas- 
ury atthe end of this quarter; also, the probable amount at the 
ending of the next quarter, (closing with the month of February. 
next,) and the probable amount assessed and collected under the 
present revenue law.” , 

Oa motion of Mr. Lott, a committse, consisting of Messrs. Lott, 
Russell and Hardeman of Nacogdoches, was appointed to wait 
upon the Honorable Senate, and mform that body, that the House 
of Representatives had organized and was ready to proceed to, 
business. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted : A : 

Resolved, ‘Phat Ahe Doorkeeper be authorized to hire a porter, 
at not more than one dollar per day,for the purpose of supplying 
the House with good well water. 

A message was received from the Senate, through the Hon, 
Isaac Parker; informing the House that the Senate had organ- 
ized and was ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Scott moved that a committee be appointed to wait npon 
his Excellency, the Governar, in conjunction with a like com- 
mittee of the Senate, and inform him that the two Houses had 
organized and were ready to receive any communication he might 
have to make; motion carried. 

_ The Speaker appointed Messrs. Scott, Stewart and Clements 
said committee. 


A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre-. 


tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had elect- 
ed Mr. Bird Holland Assistant Secretary, to fill the vacancy cre- 
ated by the absence of Mr. James F. Johnson ; and also, that the 
Senate had appointed-a committee, consisting af Messrs. Robert- 
son, Latimer and Van Derlip, to act with the committee of the 
House to wait upon his Excelléncy, the Governor, and inform 
him that the two Houses had organized and were ready to receive 
any communication he might have to make. 
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On motion of Mr, Taylor, Col. B. F. Hill was requested to ren- 
der such assistance to the several clerks of the House as his leis- 
ure would admit of, 

Mr. Scott, chairman of the committee on the part of the House 
to wait upon his Excellency, the Governor, ete., reported duty 
performed ; and that Ins Exeellency would deliver his message 
to both Houses of the Legislature at 11 o’eloek, a. m., to-day. 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, the Housa took a recess until fifty 
minutes past ten o'clock. 

Recess expired—rol] ealled—quorum present. 

On motion of Mh. Burney, Mr. Shepard was added to the com- 
mittees on the Jadierary, Finance, and State Afairs. 

A communication was received from his Excellency, the Go- 
vernor, through his Private Secretary, Charles A, Harrison, with 
accompanying documents. 5 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a committee was appointed, whick 
consisted of Messrs. Sterne, Runnels and Shepard, to inform the 
Honorable Senate of the receipt of the Governors Message, and 
to invite that body inte the House of Representatives. 

The committee, through their chairman, Mr. Sterne, reported 
duty performed. 

‘The Honorable Senate was announced. headed by their Presi- 
dent, who was invited to a seat at the right of the Speaker, and 
Senators to seats prepared for them. i 

The rolisof the two Houses being called, the Speaker announ- 
cel the reception of a message, with accompanying documents, 
from his Excellency, the Governor, which was then read as fol- 
lows: i 

Executive DEPARTMENT, ? 
Austin, August 13, 1850. § 
To the Honorable Senate 
and House of Represeniatives : 

GENTLEMEN: The season of the year is unfavorable for as- 
sembling the Representatives of the people, and its great heat 
unpropitious for mature and satisfactory deliberation. ‘The draft 
which I have felt myself compelled to make upon your time and 
personal cotivenience. and the inereased expenditures tå the 
State necessarily involved hy the extraordinary. session now con- 
vened, were subjects maturely considered, and gave me for a 
iime painful solicitude. 

But as the intrinsic weight of the great question which I shall 
have the honor fo present for your consideration, continued from 
time to time to augment and to present itself in bolder relief ac- 
eording as I bestowed reflection upon it, the objections to the 
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T 
call which at first seemed to possess validity and force, were soon 
lost in the superior consideration, that a serious wound was about 
to be inflicted upon the honor of our State, and great detriment 
about to acere to her most important interests. 

As the head of the Executive Department of the State Govern- 
ment, possessing most clearly no remedial agency strong and 
efficacious enough for the emergency, 1 could only acquiesce in 
the necessity which obliged me to play the subordinate but in- 
teresting part of a sentinel, charged with the duty of guarding 
with sleepless vigilance against all unfriendly approaches, and 
to sound the alarm whenever the sanctity of our rights should 
bg, assailed, no matter from what quarter and in what form. 

Upon receiving the report of the Commissioner appointed un- 
der the authority of the act of the last Legislature, to provide for 
the civil organization of the counties of Presidio, Kl Paso, Worth 
and Santa Fé, jand other information which subsequently came 
to my knowledge connected with the subject of that report, it 
occurred to me, that if the “occasion” contemplated by the con- 
stitution for the exercise of the power by the Executive of con- 
vening the Legislature in extraordinary session could ever exist, 
it was presented by the various facts and circumstances, in refer- 
ence to a portion of the territory of our State, requiring in my 
judgment the most prompt and decisive action on the part of this 
Government; and though fully sensible of the inconvenience 
and probable hardships to which I must expose you, in asking 
your presence at the Seat of Government at a season so unfavor- 
able, still the oath I had taken, faithfully to administer the duties 
of the station which I occupy, did not permit me to disregard 
the neeessity of invoking the aid and assistance of the legisla- 
tive wisdom of the country at a crisis in which the interest, 
honor, and character of the State were so deeply involved. 

In accordance with the provision and requirement of the act 
of January Ath, 1850, Robert S. Neighbors, Esq., was with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, appointed the Commissioner of 
the State, to carry into operation the objects contemplated by it, 
and after receiving such instruction and aid as it was in the 
power of the Executive to afford, he left the City of Austin on 
the Sih day of January for the region, of countty in which the 
duties of his mission required his presence and action. 

Upon ‘his arrival in the Gounty of El Paso, he took the neces-s 
sary measures for its immediate organization, and by his pru- 
dence, zeal, and activity, he succeeded to the fullest extent of our 
expectations. Within the space of a few weeks, he effected with 
a people heretofore unaccustomed to our Government and laws, 
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and strongly imbued with prejudices against us as a race, a ful} 
recognition of the rights and of their relations to it, and inspired 
in them a desire to cultivate those relatious in the performance 
of all the obligations of good citizens. ‘he complete and perfect 
returns of the organization of that county made by him to the 
State Department, afford the best evidence of the ability with 
which the organization was conducted, and it is adverted to now 
for the purpose of shewing the capacity of the Commissioner for 
the performance of the duties assigned him, and that the want of 
entire success in executing the act referred to above, is in no- 
wise to be ascribed to any deficiency on his part. 

C The success of Major Neighbors in the County of El Paso, 
gave rise to strong hopes of accomplishing the purposes of his 
mission in the County of Santa Fe, and these hopes were 
strengthened by assurances that he weuld meet with no opposi- 
tion or obstacles on the part of the officers commanding the 
United States forces at that place. Previous to his departure 
trom El Paso, he was furnished with a copy of an Official Order 
issued at Santa Fe on the 12th day of March, 1850, by Col. John 
Munroe, commanding the 9th Military Department, recognizing 
him as “a Commissioner of the State of Texas for ihe purpose 
of establishing the civil jurisdiction of the State over this ter- 
ritory,” and requiring from the military authorities under his 
command, a rigid non-interference with him in the exercise of 
his functions. ‘This order and the course which it indicated as 
the one to be pursued by the authorities of the United States, was 
uii that he demanded. It is true it was not all that he had a right 
to expect from the justice and liberality of the General Govern- 
ment, but it would have been sufficient to have enabled him to 
accomplish the object he had undertaken, had it been observed 
in good faith. I regret to be compelled to state however, that it 
was not observed in good faith —very far from it. 

Your honorable body will perceive from the.report of the Com- 
missioner and accompanying documents, copies of which are 
herewith submitted. marked Atha on his arrival at Santa Fé, he 
not only met with every discoltragement on the part of the indj- 
vidual exercising the authority of civil and military Gov., but it 
was distinctly intimat2d tg him, that if he succeeded in holding his 
elections, and in qualifying the officers elected, the jurisdiction of 
Texas wonld not be recognized}—Superadded to this, he was 
threatened by a judge holding a commission from the President 
of the United States with imprisonment if he attempted to en- 
force the laws of the State over that territory) Appeals were 
made by the same Judge to the populace to resist the authority of 
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tate. Publice meetings were called and held with the same 
object which were presided over and comprised principally of the 
officers and other persons in the pay and employment of the Uni- 
ted States Government— and all this under the immediate eye 
and observation of the commanding officer, who if not the pro- 
jector of these proceedings, unquestionably yielded his assent to 
them, and subsequently adopted them, by isswng his proclama- 
tion calling a convention to form a government adverse to, and 
independent of our own. 

This course of conduct on the part of Col. Munroe wonld 
seem strange after hts order of March the 12th, were we not able 
to account for it by a belief which scarcely admits a doubt, that 
subsequent to the date of the order, he received instructions to re- 
pudiate the rights and authority of 'Pexas in that territory.— 
That he received what he regarded as eqnivolent to such instruc- 
tions there can exist no doubt. If the tone and import of the 
message sent by the President of the United States to the Senate 
on the 17th of June were not sufficient to satisfy the mind on 
this subject, the letter of the Hon. Volney E. Howard of July the 
4th, addressed to the Editors of the Sonthern Press, with coufirm- 
atory evidence from other quarters, places it beyond question.— 
Copies of these documents are submitted herewith, marked B, 
with the request, that they may receive the consideration which 
they merit. 

As soon as it was practizable to prepare the documents after 
receiving the report of the commissioner, Itransmitted them to 
our Senatois and Representatives in Congress, In order that they 
might be fully advised in an official shape of the actual state of 
things at Santa Fé. 

1 also addressed a letter to the President of the United States. 
accompanied with a copy of Col. Munroe’s proclamation calling 
a convention to forma State Government in New Mexico, and 
most respectfully asked him to say whether or not, he rocognized 
and sanctioned the acts of Col. Munroe, so far as they affec ed 
the rights of Texas. At the same time I addressed a letter to the 
Hon. Volney Ex Howard covering a Protest against the unlawful 
usurpation by the Federal Authorities of our rights at Santa Fé; 
and requested him to Jayit before thesPresident in the event of his 
Eixcellency’s declining to disavow the acts of his military subor 
dinates in that territory. 

Copies of my letters to the President, to Mr. Howard, to the 
Delegation in Congress and of the Protest, are herewith submit- 
1 d, marked ©. 

Although the proceedings referred to, no longer permitted me to 
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indulge the hope intimated in the communication which Talag 
the honor to lay before you, shortly atterentering upon my offi- 
cial duties, © that the difficulties encountered in our efforts to ex- 
tend the jurisdiction of the State over that portion of her territo- 
ry may have resulted fiom tardiness of acon on the part of the 
Federal Authorities, rather than a deliberate design to do us 
wrong ;” yet, I was anxious that the President should have one 
more opportunity of disclaiming such design, and hence it was, 
that I requested our Delegation in Congress to have an interview 
with him on the subject previous to the delivery of the protest.— 
No such disclaimer however has bee received, and facts which 
have since come to my knowledge, indicate most clearly that 
none such was made or intended to be made. 

Having thus, gentlemen, placed before you, ina very plain and 
brief manner, the most prominent facts and circumstances con- 
nected with our re‘ations with Santa Fé, as they have recently 
been developed, and having called your attention to the unwar- 
rantabie assumption of power by the Executive branch of the 
Federal Government in its direct interference with the municipal 
and internal affairs of a sovereign State, the question at ouce pre-_ 
sents itself—what course docs uuty, honor, patriousm and a just 
appreciation of our solemn obligations to the country require us 
to adopt ? 

Tam fuily sensible, that this is a question involving the most 
serions considerations, aid in its contemplation there is comming- 
led much of hope and apprehension, But who will falter in the 
pathway of duty though the wrang-doer be there powerful and 
mighty? On the one hand our devotion to the Uniou—a devo- 
uon manifested in the confiding spirit with which we yielded 
many of the most important attributes of sovereignty for a con- 
nection with it—renders us averse to the adoption of measures, 
which might seem by possibility to contemplate a collision with 
any of its constituted authonties, while, on the other hand, a just 
sense of what is due to dDurselves, will not permit us to submit to 
outrages and.wrong from any quarter. So long as we were per- 
mitted te cherish the hope, that there existed na fixed or premed- 
itated design, to deprive ns of our acknowledged and essential 
rights, our language was that of entreaty and supplicaltion—our 
cottrse that of forbearance and moderation: but with the unde- 
ulable evidence now before us of a settled determination to de- 
spoil us, regardiess of compacts and constitutional guaranties, of 
atleast one-thiid of onr territory—a continuance of such lan- 
guage and such a course. would be degradation and shame. 

Difficult and embarrassing then, as the question undoubtedly 
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is, "and however fraught its contemplation with painful solicitude, 
we have left us no choice, bnt to meet it. It must be met boldly, 
and fearlessly and determined. Not by further supplication or 
discussion with Federal authorities ; not by renewed appeals to 
their generosity and sympathy ; not by a longer reliance on the 
delusive hope, that justice wil! yet be extended to us; but by ac- 
tion—manly and determined action on our part, by a pramptas- 
sértion of our rights aad a practical maititenancé of them with 
ali the means we can command, “af all hazards and to the last 
extretity.”) 

After deeply, and Itrust matnrely reflecting on this subject, 
with a miud guided by the inost anxious desire, to take no step 
In it which would not command the approbation of my fellow 
citizens and the reflecting portion or those of our sister States, whose 
interest in this matter is strougly assimilated to ours, it is my deltb- 
erate and firm conviction that there is now lett us but one course 
consistent with honor, and a just sense of what is due to cur- 
selves asa sovereign community; and that 1s, the immediate 
adoption by your honorable body with perfect unanimity, of such 
measures as are necessary for the occupation of Santa Fé, with 
a force ample to quell the arrogant and rebellious spirit now pre- 
vailing there, and.to enable us to extend and firmly establish the 
jurisdiction and laws of the State over it. 

Should the adoption and unswerving enforcement of these 
measures lead to a conflict with those who, by Exeeutive authori- 
ty, are now unlawfully exercising the powers of a government 
adverse to our interests withiu our defined and acknowledged H- 
tits, there are none who would regret that conflict, and the cònse- 
quences which would most probably flow from it, more than 
myself: but I shonld be consoled in the contemplation of its fear- 
fal results by the reflection that it was nota difficulty of our seek- 
ing—that every effort on our part, save that of craven submis- 


' sion to lawless outrage and insult, had been employed to avert it, 


and confiding in the justice of our canse, I should fearlessly meet 
it, trusting and fecling assured thet Texas wouid stand exonerated 
before the world, even should that conflict shake. to its very 
centre, the "most glorious confederacy upon which the sun has 
ever shone. 

Tam not of the number of those who have attempted to esti- 
mate the value of the Union. I regard ity benefits, when they 
are administered in conformity with the spirit and principles of 
its constitution, as unappreciable by those who are left in their 
undisturbed enjoyment. But, when the guaranties of that sacred 
instrument are set at naught, or when force shall be resorted to as 
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the legitimate mode of their interpretation, it will then cease to 
be a Union entitled to onr reverence, because it will have ceased 
to possess the power of extending equal and mutual benefits to all 
of its members. 

In view, then, of the unpleasant and extraordinary position 1a 
which we are placed, and of the absolute necessity of ammediate 
and decisive action on our part, l recommend that your honora- 
ble body authorize the Executive to raise, with as little delay as 
possible, with power to supply, at least two regiments of mounted 
volunteers for the contemplated move to and occupancy dt San- 
ta Fé. 

In making this recommendation, I am not unmindiul of the 
heavy expeuses which it will involve, and the embarrassing diffi- 


culties which will be presented m raising the necessary funds toe « 


meet them: but I rely with great confidence on the wisdom of 
ihe Legislature in devising some effective means to meet the emer- 
gency—recollecting that ‘lexas in a much darker and more em- 
varrassed period of her pecuulary resources piepared to encoun- 
ter. and did successfully encounter, a more appalling confict. 

It may not be improper, in connection with this subject, to re- 
mind your honorable body that there Isnow lying idle and un- 
profitably in the Treasury the sum of $34,443 CO which has 


been set apart, in accordance with a provision of the constitution y 


as a school fund. Itis true that this fuud cannot be appropriate 
to any other object that that tor which it was originally designed, 
But may not its present shape be changed by conveiting 1t mta 
one of different and niore profitable character for the ultimate at- 
tainment of the ends contemplated, without violating any consti- 
tutional provision ? ; ‘ 
In my general message to you in December last, I suggested 
the plan of converting it by loan ur otherwise into some profita- 
ie stock bearing interest, until it shall be sufficient to autltorize its 
useful employment in the way designed; being then convinced, as 
Iam now, “thatit would be totatly lost if distnbuted amongst the 
various counties, whilst the amount was tooinconsiderable to effect 
any beneficial purpose.” Il is trne that, at that time, L was, from 
the imperfect reflection I had been able to give to the subject, of 
the opiniow that such a conversion was not authorized from the 
terms of the constituuion, bat upon further consideration, and a 
inore critical examination of the phraseology employed, I am led 
to doubt somewhat the entire correctness of the view then enter- 
tained. The expressions that “no law shall ever be made di- 
veiting said fund to any otber use than the support of fie: pub- 
iie schools,” would probably be construed to meau that the value, 
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the essential property of the fund, shall never be applied to any 
- other purpose, and net-that the evidences of that value shall not 

be changed or converted info other evidences, equally available 
and more beneficial to the objects intended to be promoted by it. 
I snbmit the subject. however, for your cousideration, remarking 
that should be amongst the last to weaken the guards which 
were manifestly intended to be placed around the fuud alluded to, 
and if it could be now profitably employed, I would not wake the 
suggestion which I have done, though the object to which itis 
desired to apply itis second in importance to none other. If you 
shall concur with me that the change proposed is admissible, E 
suggest that yon make provision for issuing stock by the State, 
bearing interest at eight per cent., to the extent of that fund, pay- 
able at any time hereafter when in the judgment of the Legisla- 
ture it may be desirable to call it in, and that ample security be 
provided for its redemption in a pledge of the public domain, and 
ns much of the proceeds arising fram the sale of any portion of 
it as may be necessary, strengthening these pledges with any fur- 
ther securities that you may deem proper. 

The money, now lying idle and profitiess in the Treasury, 
might thus be made auxilllary to.the other resources of the State 
in preparing and fitting outa military expedition, and at the 
same time the fund would be increased by its employment in this 
most worthy manner. i 

The State has at this time about six hundred stand of arms 
which could be used ifactually necessary to supply any unavoid- 
able deficiencies, but it should be required in my judgment, that 
any troops mustered for the service indicated, should be required 
to mount, arm and equip’ themselves, and it is believed that our 
citizens are patriotic enough to enrol themselves under the banner 
of their State upon an occasion like the present, withont expect- 
ing any advance of pay for their services; but I would recom- 
mend that the Legislature make as ample provision as the resour- 
ces to be derived from our public lands will permtt, to secure 
them a just and liberal compensation covering their pay proper, 
and likewise satisfactory reimbursémient for all actual unavoid- 
able losses Which they may incyf while in the service of the State. 

A statement of the present and prospective condition and re- 
sources of the Treasury, together with estitnates of the probable 
amount which will be required for‘munitions of war, provisions 
and transportation, will be laid before you for such aetion as will 
be proper on your part. marked D. | f 

While addressing you on the subject of our difficulties at Santa 
Fe, and suggesting as I have done, the only course which to my 
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mind is capable of affording a remedy, it would be improper for 
me not to call your attention to certain measures now pending 
before the Cougress of the United States, and in which amongst. 
other things, it is proposed to establish a governmert for New 
Mexico, with a boundary extending south to the 32d parallel 


of north lautude, and east te the one hundredth parallel of west > 


longitude, striking off thereby, unceremoniously, nearly one- 
third of the territory embraced within the heretofore acknowl- 
edged and recognized limits of this State. This plan is accom- 
panied with a proposition to Texas to give her dollars 
for a relinquishment of her claim, or in plainer language, to give 
her dollars, provided she will quietly stand aloof, and per- 
mit a party in Congress, known to be adverse to certain institu- 
tions of the south, and seeking every opportunity to assail them, 
to partition her territory in a manner consonant with their views 


to afford them another means of carrying out their favorite policy 


on that subject. 

However willing Texas may have been, and may still be to 
dispese of a portion of her north western territory, upon fair, 
equitable and honorable terms, I cannot believe that any party 
respectable for its numbers or intelligence, wil} be fonnd amongst 
us who would be willing to accept a proposition so degrading to 
the character and dignity of the State, as the one contained in 
the bill reported by the Compromise Committee of the Senate. 
The right of the General Government to dispose of any portion 
of the territory of a sovereign State withont its consent, cannot 
be admitted or acquiesced in by a free people, so long as they re- 
tain any just conception of the relative rights aud obbgations of 
the Federal and State Governments to each other; and so true 
is this principle, that notwithstanding this movement in reference 
to Texas, it seems not to be denied by those who are advocating 
the measure; for they place the foundation of their proceedings 
in the assumption, that we have no right or utle to the territory 
in question ! 

The question of our title we will not again discuss, as if can 
result in no practical good ; and indeed it would be humiliating 
to do so, after so much bas been said in reference to it. “The 
argument is exhausted.” Those who now deny our claim, 
would continue to do so, were 1t placed before them in characters. 
written with asunbeam. It stands in the way of the altainment 
of their darling object in respect to slavery, and fo deny it affords 
the only pretext which can be found for avoiding the stipulations 
of the compact under which Texas became a meniher of the 

` Confederacy. Public faith is to be sacrificed at the shrine of an 
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unhallowed fanaticism, and in the opinions of some occupying 
prominent positions in the councils of the country, the constitu- 
tion itself should be made to yield to a morbid philanthropy ori- 
ginating and existing only in the heated imaginations of partizan 
zealots, ‘Texas can never be guided by such influences. She 
will never, it is hoped, debase herself in the eyes of her sister 
States of the Sonth, by giving her assent to measures so mani- 
festly intended to strike a blow at their most vital interests; and 
she regards the attempt to purchase her acqmescence in so unholy 
a scheme, as an insult offered to the integrity, common sense 
and honor of her citizens. If a proposition had been made 
founded upon her acknowledged rights of territory, to purchase 
frown her that portion of it lying north of the 34th degree of 
north latitude, and accompanied with a sufficient guarantee that 
the provisions of the Joint Resolutions for annexation in respect 
to slavery should be observed, the mast respectful cousideration 
would have been given to it, and I risk but little in saying, that 
a large majority of our fellow citizens would have met such a 
proposition in the most liberal spirit, and with a sincere desire te 
accord every thing reasonable and just that might have been 
asked in reference to it. 

I have deemed ıt my duty to call your attention to this subject, 
becanse it may not be inappropriate for you, coming directly from 
the people, to give an expression of the public sentiment in re- 
gard to it. Such an expression may have a salutary influence 
elsewhere—if not, in produciug more liberal and just action to- 
ward us, at least in cutting off a discussion which must be fruit- 
less in the attainment of its object. It is truc that this proposi- 
tion so objectionable and offensive in its terms to us, has not sa 
far as we are informed obtained the sanction of either branch of, 
Congress, and the hope is sull indulged that it may receive such 
Modifications and chgnges as will make it meritorious and wor- 
thy of onr consideration; but while we may flatter onrselves 
with this reasonable expectation, yon need not be prevented from 


‘an expression of your opinion tn ieference to it, clear and une- 


quivocal, and should not, in my humble judgment, prevent your 
decided and prompt action in regard to the course to be pursued 
in sustaining In relation to-Santa Fe, the integrity, character 
and interest of the State. 

In my message submitted to you in December last, I used the 
following langnage: “ The State should unquestionably use the 
necessary means to canse her laws to he obeyed and respected, 
ete. I therefore recommend that the Exectitive be authorized 
to send to Santa Fe, if the necessity for doing so should contin- 
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ue to exist, a military force suficient to enable the civil authori- 
ties to execute the laws of the State in that portion of the terri- 
tory, without reference to any anticipated action of the Federal 
Governmeut, or regaid to the military power of the United States 
stationed at Santa Fe. I make this recommendation with more 
freedom, because I cannot conceive that a measure of this char- 
acter, will, or ought to give rise to any disturbance In our rela- 
tions with the Federal Government. ‘lhe right of Texas to en- 
force her jurisdiction is not more perfect in-the county of Travis, 
than it is in the county of Santa Fe; and if the employment.of the 
necessary force to enable her to exercise that right over a refiac- 
tory population, should produce acollision with the Federal Au- 
thorities, the fanlt will not be hers.—She will stand exonerated 
in the judgment of just men from all the fearful consequences 
which may result from such a conflict. In suggesting to the Le- 
gislature the propriety of anthorizing the Executive to send a 
military foree to Santa Fe, [am not unmindful of the increased 
pecuniary burthens, which the exercise of the authority will 
Wnpose upon our present tax-paying citizens. J trust, however, 
that the necessity of carrying into effect a measure of this sort 
may yet be averted. Ifthe difficulties encountered in our efforts 
to extend.the jurisdiction of the State over that portion of her 
territory, have resulted from the tardiness of action on the part of 
the Federal Authorities, rather than frora a deliberate design to 
do us a wrong, (and it may be ascribed to that cause,) we may 
still encourage the hope that a sense of magnanimity and justice 
may induce her, upon being advised of the course we have re- 
solved to pursue, if driven to it, to adopt such measures as will 
supercede the necessity of incurring this expense; but the in- 
dulgence of this hope should not prevent your action upon the 
subject. Such action may accelerate—it cannot retard the issue 
and adjustment of the question.” . 

i rust be permitted to express my regret that the Honorable 
Legislature did not accprd in the propriety of this recommenda- 
tion, since every circumstance which has transpired in connec- 
tion with this matter establishes the fact, that their concurrence 
in the views then expressed, and by placing at the disposal of 
the Executive a comparatively small military force, the difficul- 
ties and embarrassments now surrounding this subject would 
have terminated, our jurisdiction been formally established in that 
county; the State sayed from a heavy expense, and the Execu- 
tive from the unpleasant necessity of assembling vou at this nn- 
favorable season of the year. Even the Military Commander at 
Santa Fe, intimated to our Commissioner, that if Texas at that 
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period had made a suitable military demonstration at Santa Fe, it 
would have had the effect of keeping in check the rebellious and 
disorganizing spirit, fostered and kept alive there by designing 
and political demagogues,—and it requires no prophetic spirit to 
foresee, that had we then or at a previous day taken possession. 
of the country, under circumstances which would have enabled. 
us to maintain it, a very different course would have been adopt- 
ed in reference to our claim from the one which is now brought 
forward and attempted to be established. 

I do not, ] assure you gentlemen, advert to these things in any 
spirit of querulous complaint. It was my duty to submit to you 
` such recommendations as I deemed proper; it was your privilege 
to take such action thereon as your judgment sanctioned ; but 
they are referred to, that we may profit by the experience of the 
past, and not permit any delusive hape to stop or retard present 
and future action, We have already suffered from a confidence 
in others too generousandimplicit. Let us not increase that suf- 
ferittg by affording additional advantages to those who would 
seek to despoil us of our rights. ” 

I have had prepared and herewith lay before you, copies of 
all documents connected with this subject which may be useful 
to you in your deliberations, Among them are my instructions 
to Maj. Neighbors, and address to the people of the counties of 
Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fè, marked E. 

I might elaborate the subject of our difficulties connected with 
Santa Fé, by tracing their origin and progress more fully, by 
enumerating the various expedients which have been employed 
to alienate the populatiou of that part of our territory from us; 
and a strong appeal could be made to your sympathies and feel- 
ings of State pride, by reference to the blood bought sacrifices 
which ‘Texas has made in the acquisition of the country over 
which she claims sovereignty. But itis not necessary. I will 
remark that Texas cannot with any propriety be charged with 
being impatient or precipitate in this matter of disputed boundary; 
on the contrary her too patient reliance on the justice of the 
General Government has brought her present evils upon her.— 
Humility and patience have characterized her course so far, and 
should occasionally any feelings of indignation be betrayed in 
her councils or by her citizens, let it be remembered in justice, 
that the great head of the family of States may not claim entire 
exeruption from the frailties of nature., 

But there should be no criminations or recriminations between 
the Federal and State Governments. A proper appreciation of 
the Union and its benefits abides in our State, and so long as this 
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sentiment can exist consistent with independence and honor, it 
will be fostered with pride. i 
Bat our rights are still our rights, and when, and in what 


„manner they are to be asserted aud maintained, the representa- 


tives of the people aré’‘now called on to determine. In your de- 
liberations and final action upon this grave and important sub- 
ject , I trust your honorable body will exhibit firmness, temper- 
ed with mildness; decision, after the free exerciseof an enlight- 
ened judgment; self respect, with a decent regard foy the opin- 
ions of those who stand adversely to us; and obtdining a com- 
plete victory over those high passions which the occasion and 
these turbulent times are so much calculated to engender, you 
will, it is hoped, exhibit to the world that the youngest member 
of a great confederacy can, when she feels herself aggrieved, as- 
sert with the confidence which justice inspires, her just claims, 
and by a moral force effectnate a noble end, which in other 
ages and countries could only be consummated by political gon- 
vulsions and the sword. 

I have humbly and in great sincerity given you my views and 
made such recommendations as my judgment approved. If the 
suggestions which I have made shal] meet your concurrence, I 
shall indeed be pleased. If in the resources of your collective 
wisdom you conceive a better plan for the attainment of the end 
proposed, I shall be most happy to co-operate with you in the ap- 
proval and execution of it. 

It is my duty to announce to you that since the adjournment 
of your honorable body in February last, there has been no 
abatement of Indian hostilities on our frontier. The sufferings 
of our fellow citizens on several portions of it have increased, 
notwithstanding the vigorous efforts made by the veteran Com- 
mander, Gen. Brooke, to afford security. This officer is crippled 
in his action by the miserable policy emanating from the Capital. 

There are other subjects which I might present worthy of le- 
gislative action ; but consulting the wishes of our fellow-citizens, 
the public expense, and your convenience, but Jittle will be pre- 
sented by me to the Honorable Legislature, disconnected with the 
main object for which you were assenibled. 

Iu conclusion, allow me to add, that we are called on for an 
expression of our grateful thanks to a kind Providence for its 
manifold blessings, and most humbly to invoke Wis aid in giving 
to out beloved State a happy issue out of all her misfortunes, 
and to our common country peace. P. H. BELL. 

[Hor ‘cai accompanying Governor’s Message, see Ap- 
pendix. 
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The-reading of the message having beett concluded, the Hon- 
orable Senate retired to their chamber. 

Mr. Sterne moved that the committee on public printing be in- 
structed to procure the printing of 1,500 copies of the Governor's 
message in the English and 500 copies in the Spanish language. 

Mr. Franklin moved to amend, by inserting “ and so much of 
the accompanying documents as the committee may deem neces- 
sary.” Accepted. 

Mr. Reynolds moved a division of the question ; lost.” 

Mr. Stewart moved thatthe committee be instructed to procure 
the printing of 300 copies in the German language. 

Mr. Bogart moved to amend by striking out “300, 7 and insert- 
ing “500 copies” ; carried: 

Mr. Gillet offered the aes preamble and resolution, which 
were adopted : 

Whereas, business oe ie -most interesting and important char- 
acter, not only to Texas, but to the whole American Union, has 
been presented by His Excellency, Gov. Bell, in his message to 
the Legislature just read, upon which their immediate action’ ‘is 
invited ; and 

Whereas, we, the representatives of the people, feel deeply im- 
pressed with the weight of responsibility which attaches to us, 
as such, on this momentous occasion ; and believing as we do 
in the Divine interposition of an Allwise Providence, where 
truth aud justice are the objects sought, and where a proper 
degree of moderation and forbearance characterises the actions 
of those who invoke his aid; therefore, 

Resolved, That the House "elect a Chaplain for the present 
session, and that to-morrow at 11 o’clock, be set apart for the 
performance of that duty. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning ten o’clock. 


Austin, August 14, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Absentees—Messrs, Bee, Clough, Jowers, Lewis, E 
Millican, Whittlesey and Wren. 

Journals of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields presented a petition from sundry citizens of Galves- 
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ton and Liberty counties, praying a charter to improve the navi- 
gation of .he Trinity River, and moved its reference to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements, without reading. 
Mr. Stapp moved to lay the petition on the table—upon which 
motion, the yeas and nays were called for and resulted as follows: 
Yeas— Messrs, Bryan, Charlton, Crump of A., Dickson, Gillet, 
Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Holland, Runnels, Scoit, Sel- 


man, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor and — 


Wilson—18. ; 
Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Clements, Crump of 


‘B., Fields, Franklin, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, 


Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Wil- 
liams and Wiufield—20. 

So the motion was lost. l 

The question then recarring upon Mr. Fields’ motion to refer, 
was put and carried. 

Mr. Sterne presented petitions from the citizens of Houston and 
Walker counties, praying a charter for the erection of a Plank 
Road, ete., accompanied by a bill to carry into effect the contem- 
plated object, which on motion of Mr. Sterne, was referred to the 
committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of Z. K. Fulton and others, 
praying a charter for the erection ofa Turnpike Road from Port 
Lavaca to Victoria, accompanied by a bil to earry into effect the 
contemplated object—which was, on motion of Mr. Wilson, re- 
ferred to the committee on Internal Improvements, 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of R. M. Farbes and associ- 
ates, praying to be incorporated as a company, for the navigation 
ofa certain portion of the Gulf of Mexico, accompanied by a bill 
to carry into effect the contemplated object; which was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Wilson, referred fo the committee on Internal Im- 
provements. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a joint resolution requiring an increase 
in the mail service from Bonham to Austin; read first \ime.— 
Rule suspended —read second time, and referred to the appropri- 
ate committee. 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, requesting that the documents accompany- 
ing the Governor’s message should be transmitted to the Senate. 

a Dickson introduced the following resolution, which was 
read. 

Resolved, That the committee on Poblic Printing be instruct- 
ed to contract for copies of the State Gazette and South- 
Western American each, tri-weekly, for the use of the members 
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of ie House, and that the same be paid for out ofthe contingent 
fund. ” 

Mr. Taylor moved to fill the blank with five copies, 

Mr. Fields moved to fill the”blank with 10 copies ;—upon 
which motion, the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted 
as follows: 

Yeas —Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Crump of B., Dickson, 
Fields, Franklin, Russell, Scott, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, 
Wilson and Winfield—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Crump of A., Gillet, Harde- 
man of N., Hardeman of T., Holland, Johnson, Lioyd, Lott, Me- 
Kinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Shep- 
ard, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor and Wil- 
liams— 24. 

So the motion was last. 

Mr. Clements moved to fill the blank with seven copies. 

The yeas arid nays being called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Crump of 
B., Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman cf T., Johnson, Lott, 
i Scott, Shea, Smith of S., Sterne, Wilson and Winfield— 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Crimp of A., Gillet, Harde- 
man of N., Holland, Lloyd, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, 
Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Stew- 
art, Tarrant, Taylor and Williams—21. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Johnson moved to fill the blank with six—tost. 

The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. Taylor, to 
fill the blank with five, the yeas and nays were called for, and 
resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of 
T., Holland, Johnson, Lioyd, Lott, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shea, Shepard, Smith of S., and Taylor—23. 

Nays— Messrs. Clements, Crump of B., Crump of A., McKin- 
ney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—16. 

So the motion was carried. 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Governor he requested to inform this 
House, what steps he has taken towards an organization of troops 
in the State, and in what counties; also, their number,—the 
names of the persons authorized to effect said organization, and 
the nature of their orders. Also,such steps as he may have taken 
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in relation to the arms belonging to the State; and what contract 
{if any) he has enter€d iato for the procurement of horses, mules, 
arms, ammunition and subsisieuce for the use of the State, Also, 
to transmit to this House all the correspoudence had between the 
State and the General Government, by himself, or predecessors, 
together with any correspondence that may have been entered 
into with any other State of the confederacy. 

Resolution read, and laid on the table one day for considera- 
tion. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution, which was 
read and adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of proposing to the people of 
Texas, an amendment to the constituuon so as to give to the 
district courts of this State, appellate jurisdiction over causes 
tried by Justices of the Peace, and report at as early a day as 
practicable. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s message as relates 
to the appropriation ot the school fund, be referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ; and that they be requested to report, by 
bill or otherwise, at as early a day as practicable. 


Mr. Wilson offered the following resolution, which was read 
and adapted : 

Resolved, ‘That so much of the Governor’s message as relates 
to raising two regiments of volunteers, be referred to the commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and that they be requested to report to the 
House, by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, Mr. Burney was added to the com- 
mittee on Post Routes. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the Chief Clerk was requested to 
read a communication from the Adjutant General to his Excel- 
lency the Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Sterne was added to the commit- 
tee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. . 

On motion of Mr. Fields, Mr. McKinney was aided tothe 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Hardeman of Travis, introduced the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted. 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of selling the lots in the City of 
Austin, belonging to the State, and report by bill, or otherwise. 
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Mr, Franklin offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the message of his Excellency, with the ac- 
companying documents. be referred to a select committee of 
members of the House, with instructions to accompany their re- 
port with such bills and resolutions as may be deemed necessary 
or advisable. b 

Be it further resolved, That the Senate be requested to ap- 
point a like committee, to act jointly with the committee of the 
House, on’ the subjects presented by the message of his Excel- 
` Jency the Governor. 

On motior of Mr. Fields, the blank was filled with nine, and 
the resolutions adopted. | 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Franklin, Russell, Tarrant, 
Williams, Clough, Stewart, Clements, Fields and Sterne to com- 
pose said committee. 

The Speaker annonnced that the hour, according to the reso- 
Intion of yesterday, to go into the election of Chaplain, had ar- 
rived. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the House proceeded to the election 
of Chaplain. 

Mr. Russell nominated the Rev. J. W, Whipple. 

Mr. Winfield nominated the Rev. Henry Chamberlain. 

Mr. Stewart nominated the Rev. F. E. Foster. 

Messrs, Polk, Gillet and Bryan, were appointed tellers. 

The House then proceeded to ballot, and upon the ballots be- 
ing counted, it appeared that the 

Rev. Mr. Whipple received 20 votes. 
“« «a Chamberlain, “ j4 K 
g LSA Eoster. (44 3 tš 

The Rev. Mr. Whipple having received a majority of all the 
votes, was declared duly elected Chaplain to the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. Fields moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 9 
o'clock; lost. i 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the House adjourned until 8 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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Tuurspay, August 15, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Absentees: Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Charlton, Clough, Jowers, Le- 
wis, McNairy, Millican, and Whittlesey. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Burney presented the petition of Neal McGaffey, praying 
the Legislature to pass some law whereby administrations could 
be moved from one county to another; which, on motion, was re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. Taylor presented the petition of citizens of Cass county, 
praying to have the Centre Male and Female Academy incor- 
porated ; which, on mation of, Mr. Taylor, was referred to the | 
committee on Education. 

Mr. Runnels presented the certificate of election of Mr. Joshua 
H. Speights, elected to fill the vacancy created by the absence of 
the Hon. E. A. Whittlesey; which, on motion, was referred to 
the committee on Privileges and Elections. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Messrs. Wilson 
and Williams were added to the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Clough presented the petition of John Duncan, praying for 
the confirmation of a grant of land in Peters’ colony ; which, on 
motion of Mr. Clough, was referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Selman presented the petition of Sarah Blythe, widow of 
Sion Blythe, praying for relief; which, on motion of Mr. Sel- 
man, was referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Dickson presented the petition of Lewis Rector, praying for 
relief; which, on motion of Mr. Dickson, was referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. - 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill permanently to locate the county 
seat of Calhoun county ; read first time. 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to authorize and require county courts 
to issue unconditional certificates in certain cases; read first time. 
Rule suspended, read second time, and referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. Lloyd presented the petition of Jesse Walling, praying for 
relief ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Cochran introduced a bill to be entitled an act supplemen- 
tary to an act to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of 
the colony granted to Peters and others, commonly known as 
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Peters’ Colony, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Burney introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend the 
second section of an act to define the time of holding the courts 
in the several judicial districts, approved February 29, 1848 ; 
read first time; rule suspended, read second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed ; rule further suspended, bill read third time and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr, Clements, Messrs. Shepard, Bogart and Wil- 
son were added to the committee on Military Affairs. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. ‘Raymond, informing the House, that the Seuate had ap- 
pointed a committee of thirteen, consisting of Messrs. Latimer, 
Portis, Yan Derlip, Wallace, Robertson, Taylor, Hart, McRae, 
Truit, Moffett, Gage, Ward and Grimes, to act in conjunction 
with the committee of the House, on the message of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, and accompanying documents. ; 

Mr. Scott’s resolution of yesterday, calling on the Governor for 
certain information, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Dickson moved to strike out ali that portion of the resolu- 
tion relating to correspondence. 

Mr. Franklin moved to lay the resolution on the table, which 
motion, after some discussion, was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a select committee on Post Routes, 
consisting of Messrs. Stapp, Bryan, Tarrant, Burney and Coch- 
ran, was appointed. i 

Mr. Sterne presented the following protest and asked that it be 
spread upon the Journal, which was granted. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, August 15, 1850. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The undersigned, who has the honor to represent in this 
House {in part) the counties of Cherokee, Angelina, Houston, 
Trinity, Anderson and Nacogdoches, requests leave to enter his 
protest against the resolution adopted on yesterday~-instructing 
the committee on Printing, to contract for five copies of each of 
the newspapers published tri-weekly, in this place, for each mem- 
ber of this House—from the fact that the undersigned is of 
opinion, that it is the imperative duty of the House to furnish in- 
formation of their proceedings to their constituents, and as those 
he has the honor to represent, are satisfied that a portion of the 
money which they contribute towards the exigencies of the State, 
cannot be better disposed of, than in publishing and dissemina- 
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ling our prr.ceedings, particularly at this time, when momentous 
questions concerning the well being avd honor of the State have 
induced His Excellency, the Governor, to call us to the Capital 
at this unusual season. The undersigned thinks the number of 
newspapers insufficient, and moreover, believes that the resolu- 
tion is conceived in a spirit of false economy, and likely to work 
to the injury of his constituents, and that of the State at large— 
and therefore protests against it, and respectfully requests that 
this his solemn protest be entered on the journals. 
Very respectfully, 
ADOLPHUS STERNE. 


A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary Mr. Raymond, informing the House, that the Senate had 
passed the following resolution: : 

Resolved, That no business, other than that recommended to 
the Legislature by the Governor, shail be entertained during this 
extra session. 

- Mr. Taylor movrd that the committee raised by the House on 
yesterday to act in conjunction with the committee of the Senate 
on the Governor’s message and accompanying documents, be in- 
creased to twenty-one meml.ers. 

Motion adopted. 

The Speaker then appointed, in addition to those appointed 
yesterday, Messrs. Runnels, Smith of S, Lott, Lloyd, Polk 
Charlton, Scott, Dickson, Wilson, Stapp, Bee and Shepard. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row at 9 o’clock, A. M. 


Austin, August 16, 1850. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quo- 
rum present. 

Absentees, Messrs. Bee, Jowers, Lewis, McKinney, Shaw, 
Stapp, Sterne, Wilson and Wren. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted, 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House, that the Senate had 
passed a resolution to go into the election of U.S. Senator, to fill 
the vacancy that will occur by the expiration of the term of ser- 
vice of the Honorable Thomas J, Rusk, at 11 o’clock, on Monday 
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next; fo which resolution, they respectfully asked the concur- 
rence of the Honse. 

Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of sundry persons, asking 
the Legislature to take into consideration alleged illegalities and 
frauds, practised at the late election for the location of the seat 
of government; which was read, and on motion of Mr. Tarrant, 
referred to the committee on State Affairs. : 

Mr. Johnson submitted the petition of sundry citizens of the 
State, praying a charter for the navigation of the Sulphur Fork 
of Red River, which, on motion, was referred to a special com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Smith of R. R., Johnson, Runnels, 
Bogart and Holland. 

Mr. Bogart submitted the petition of Ann Terry, praying for a 
grant of land; which, on motion of Mr. Bogart, was referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Hardeman of N., chairman of the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Austin, August 15, 1830. 


To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, ~ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Your committee on Privileges and Elections, fo whom was re- 
ferred the credentials and application of Joshua H. Speights, for 
a seat as Representative from the District No. —_——, composed 
-of the counties of Sabine and Newton, have unanimously agreed 
upon the following report: That there is in the Executive De- 
partment no evidence of the resignation of the Hon. Edgar A. 
Whittlesey, but that from the testimony of the Hon. Mr. McRae, 
before your committee, they are satisfied that the intention of 
Mr. Whittlesey, was to resign his seat, and that he probably did 
forward his resignation, which may have miscarried and failed 
to reach the Executive Department. That the said Whittlesey, - 
repeatedly avowel his determination to resign before leaving for 
California—that letters have been received recently fiom him, 
dated in California, from which it is evident that he will not re- 
turn to the State of Texas, during the term for which he was 
elected. 

Now, therefore, your committee believing that the said Whit- 
Uesey has actnally aud intentionally vacated his seat, and un- 
willing that the said District No, —-——, should be deprived of 
their right of represeutation, especially in this important crisis in 
she affairs of our State, would respectfully recommend that the — 
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said Joshua H. Speights be permitted to take the oath prescribed 
by the laws and constitution, and his seat in your Honorable 
Body as representative from the said district. 
W. N. HARDEMAN, 
i Chairman of the Committee. 
Report adopted. 


Whereupon, the Hon. Mr. Speights presented himself, and the 
Speaker having administered to hia the oath as required by the 
constitution, took his seat. 

Mr. Lloyd, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, made the following report : 

Commirrre Room, 
Austin, August 16, 1850. 
To the Hon. C, G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Your committee to whom was referred the petition of Messrs. 
Tousey and Pomeroy of Walker county, praying for a charter 
to construct a plank road aeross the Trinity swamp, opposite 
Cincinnati, have had the same under consideration, and instruct 
me to report: That a majority of your committee are well ac- 
quainted with the situation of said swamp; that the space over 
which the plank road is contemplated to be constructed, is the 
main mail ronte connecting the eastern and western sections of 
this State—that it is utterly impossible for the few cilizens resi- 
ding near the road to keep it in order—that during the last win- 
ter, and until not over two weeks ago, the stage conveying the 
U.S. mail could not pass over said road. " 

Your committee therefore recommend, that the prayer of the 
petitioners be granted; aud they herewith accompany a bill for 
the consideration of the House, and earnestly recommend its pas- 
sage. EMERY LLOYD, 

Chairman. 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Plank 
Rond Company ; read first time. Bull and report laid on the table 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Tarrant, one of the select comnuttee on Post Roads, made 
the following report: 

Committers Room, / 
August 15, 1850. § 
Hon ©. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The special committee to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
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tion, requiring an increase in the mail service, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the same 
back to the House without amendment, and recommend ifs pas- 
sage. E. H. TARRANT, 
One of the Committee. 


Report and bill received and laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Crump of B., introduced a bill to be entitled an act, sup- 
plementary to an act, to secure to Henry Castro and his colonists 
the lands to which they are entitled; read first time; rule sus- 
pended, bill read second time by caption, and referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Fields moved to take np the resolution of the Senate, pro- 
viding for the election of U. S. Senator, on Monday next; upon 
which the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart; Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Crump of B., Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., 
Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, RusselJ, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shepar, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Speights, Stapp, 
Sterne, Tarrant, Williams and Wren—28.- 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Franklin, Gillet, 
me Reynolds, Runnels, Shea, Stewart, Taylor and Wilson— 
14, 

Motion carried, and resolution taken up, 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, further action on the resolution 
was postponed unt! Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Bryan was added to the joint 
committee on the Governor's message and accompanying docu- 
ments. : 
On motion of Mr. Williams, Mr. Bogart was also added to said 
committee., ” í 

Oa motion of Mr. Taylor, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning 9 o'clock. 


Atstin, August 17, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. j 

Absentees—Messrs. Bee, Crump of B., Franklin, Gillet, Jow- 
ers, Lewis, McNairyg Millican and Runnels. i 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
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Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of Benj, P. Hammett, pray- 
ing a grant of land where he now resides in Limestone county ; 
referred togthe committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of James M. Riggs, pray- 
ing that anthority be given to the Commissioner of Peters’ colony, 
to grant him a certificate forthe land to which he is entitled ; 
petition referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Cochran presented the petition of John Cox, praying for 
an uncondiliopal certificate for the land to which he is enutled ; 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Cochran submitted the petition of Abraham Snider, pray- 
ing for an unconditional certificate for the land to which he is 
entitled; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Scott submitted the petition of Levin B. Weedin, praying 
for an unconditional certificate, for the land to which he is enti- 
tled ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Wm. F. Weeks be, and he is hereby, requested 
to act as Reporter. for the House during the present session ; upon 
which the yeas and nays were called for, and resufted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker; Bee, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Diek- 
son, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Lott, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Rus- 
sell, Scott, Shea, Smith of S., Speights, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Taylor, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Crump of 
A., Crump of B, Fields, Hardeman of N., Holland, Johnson, 
Lloyd, McKinney, Pace, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of R. 
R., and Stapp— 18. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution : - 

Resolved, That the members of the House who are not on the 
joint committee to which’ was referred the- Governor's message, 
be added to said committee. 

Mr. Scott offered the following asa substitute for Mr. Bryan’s 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the part of the House on the 
Santa Fe measures, being too large for the dispatch of business, 
that it is the sense of the House that a smaller committee be ap- 
pointed ; substitute laid on the table, 

The question then recurring upon the adoption of Mr. Bryan's 
motion, the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Chariton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Franklin, Holland, Lioyd, Lott, McKinney, 
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Russell, Shepard, Smith of S., Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant 
and Williams—20. l 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Crump of, A., Crump of B., 
Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., John- 
son, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, 
Smith of R. R., Sterne, Taylor, Wilson, Wiufield and Wren--24. 

So the resolution was lost. : 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a bill to be entitled an acf*to authorize 
the clerk of the County Court of Navarro county, to transcribe 
into a bound book, to be procured by him for that purpose, all ti- 
tles and papers registered by him, from the 17th day of August, 
1846, to the 30t day~of December, 1847; read first time; rule 
suspended, read second time and referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Speights was added to the com- 
me on the Judiciary, Claims and Accounts, and Engrossed 

ills. l 

On motion of Mr. Clough, Mr, Taylor was added to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. A i 

Mr. Russell gave notice that Mr. Whipple declined accepting 
the office of Chaplain to the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the House adjourned until Monday 
morning, nine o'clock, 


Austin, August 19, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum pre- ` 
sent. | : 

Absentees— Messrs. Bee, Franklin, Gillet, Jowers, Lewis, Rey- 
nolds and Scott. š 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. ‘ 


Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Lime- 


` stone county, praying for the creation of a new county; referred 


to the committee on County Boundaries, 

Mr. Bogart submitted the petition of citizens of Collin county, 
praying a change in the eighth and ninth judicial districts ; 
referred to the committee on the, Judiciary. 

Mr, Smith of S., introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
proceedingsn Justices’ courts; read first time—rnle suspended 
—read second time, and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. i 
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Mr. Dickson introduced a bill to alter the time of holding the 
district courts in Grimes and Monteomery counties, in the se- 
venth judicial district of the State of Texas; read first time— 
rule suspended— 1ead second time, and referred to the Judiciary 
committee. 

Mr. 'Tarrant introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Alexander McCulloch ; read first time. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a bill for the relief of Thomas J. Jor- 
dan ; read first time. Í 

On motion, the House proceeded to take up the business cn the 


Speaker's table. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution of the Senate to go into the election of a U.S. 
Senator on to-day at 11 o'clock, 

Mr. Bee moved tostrike out the “20th” and insert the “26th” 
upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for and stood 
as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of A., Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 
T., McKinney, Pace, Reynolds, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Taylor, Wilson and Winfield 
--25. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Crump of B., Dickson, Fields, Harde- 
man of N., Hollana, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Runnels, Scott, 
Selman, Smith of R. R., Speights, Sterne, Tarrant, Williams and 
Wren—19. 

So the motion was carried. 

A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
through pis Private Secretary, Mr. Harrison, transmitting a com- 
munication in writing. 

The resolution of the Senate being still under consideration, 
Mr. Fields moved to strike out “26th” and insert “to-morrow at 
11 o'clock, A. M.” 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the resolution on the table—upon 
which the yeas and nays were called for and stocd as follows: 

Yeas—Messts. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clongh, Crump of A., 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., McKinney, Pace, Reynolds, 
Russell, “Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of S., Stapp, Stewart, Tay- 
jor, Wilson and Winfield—2l1. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Crump of 
Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of N., Holland, Johnson, 
Lioyd, Lott, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Smith of R. R., 
Speights, Sterne, Tarrant, Williams and Wien—22, 

So the motion was lost. 


Mr. Dickson moved the adoption of the resolution—upon 
which the yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Oochran, Crump of 
A., Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of N., Holland, 
Johnson, Lioyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Smith 
of R. R., Smith of S., Speights, Sterne, Tarrant, Williams, Wil- 
son, Winfield and Wren—27._ .- ` . 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, Frank- 
lin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Shaw, 
Shea, Shepard, Stapp, Stewart aud Taylor—t17. > 

So the resolution was adopted. : 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the communication from his Excel- 
lency the Governor, was taken up and read as follows: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Texas, August 18, 1850. l 
To the Honorable Legislature : 

Gentlemen:—I submit the sevgral subjects which I shall em- 
brace very briefly in this communication, and respectfully solicit 
for them your action and deliberation ; as it wil} in no wise retard 
or affect the special object for which you have been assembled. 

By the act of the last Legislature, anproved February 5th, 1850, 
the third judicial district was re-organized by changing the or- 
der of holding the courts, and by the addition of several new 
counties to it. In the actof February 11th, 1850, amendatory of 
an act approved the 29th of February, 1848, there is an evident 
omission, immediately following the Ist section. From this, or 
some other cause, the time for holding the courts in the different 
counties composing the district referred to, is not now fixed by 
law, and itis indispensible that the Legislature shall at this time 
supply the deficiency. 

It is also expedient that the Honorable Legislature pass an act 
to define the time of holding the courts in the 11th judicial dis- 
trict. It was organized by the act of January Ist, 1850; and the 
act of March 15th, 1848, establishing this district was at the same 
time repealed. The judge of the district entertains the opinion 
that it is mot competent for himto hold the courts unless the time 
is prescribed by the Legislature. 

The counties of Kinney and Uvalde remain without organiza- 
tion, from an omission to name an officer to issue the necessary 
writs of election ; and until they are organized, the inhabitants 
thereof,being withont the benefits of law,should be subject to the 
jurisdiction of Bexar county, from which they were originally 
taken. 
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There would be, under the circumstances which have conven- 
ed your Honorably body, no propriety in a detailed account by 
the Executive of the events which have transpired on the fron- 
tier of the State since your adjournment in February last ; nor 
in presenting an expose of its actual condition. The thrilling 
occurrences,'iand the true situation of the frontier are known to 
you, and any relief which your Honorable Body can at this time 
extend to our afflicted citizens, will be due to humanity and pat- 
riotism. I transmit herewith, a petition from the citizens of Bexar 
county, setting forth their harrassed and exposed condition. The 
character of the petition, the number and great respectabiljty of 
its signers, commend it to your serious attention, stamp it with 
truth, and demand from yon such action as will lead to the adop- 
tion of measures best calculated to remedy the crying evil of 
which they complain. The Executive will be most happy to co- 
operate with the Legisla.ure by executing promptly and faithfally 
any requirement or authority which it may deem fit to prescribe. 

The constituents of every gentleman in the Honorable Legis- 
lature and countless individnal&.are interested in the speedy erec- 
tion of a fire-proof Land Office for the State; and I recommend 
that means and au.hority be conferred for this purpose. I had 
the honor at your last session to furnish (by aresolution of the 
Senate) to the Legislature, a plan and estimate of such a build- 
ing as would, it was believed. suit the wants of the State. | 

In connection with this subject, I recommended a sale, after a 
proper Notice, of the town lots, and other public property at the 
city of Austin. There are about five hundred acres of land, 
known as the “reserve,” on the town plat, which might after being 


- surveyed and laid off into lots of suitable size under the direction 


of the Comptroller be advantageously disposed of. There are 
remaining unsold within the limits of the city about one thous- 
and lots, the sale of which at this time, will, it is believed, be 
consistent with the wishes of a large portion of citizens whose 
interests are more immediately identitied with this portion of the 
State. It would immediately give an impetus to individual en- 
terprise here, and impart at once an inter*st and vitality to the 
Seat of Government, in which the whole State is interested. The 
proceeds arising from the sale would very materially aid in the 
erection of the necessary buildingsandin meeting the current ex- 
penses of the Government unless otherwise appropriated. 

I respectfully submit whether it would not meet the conven- 
ience of the citizens and manifest a suitable liberality, and at the 
same time attain the object of sale, by prescribing the terms of 
sale as follows, to wit: one-third cash, one-third payable in six 
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months; and the remainder in twelve months, In case of a fail- 
ure to meet any of the payments at maturity, the property to re- 
vert to the Government, with the forfeiture of any amount paid. 
The Comptroller should be immediately required (exercising 
some discretion, however,) to advertise and sell any publie pro- 
perty so forfeited. 

I transmit herewith a communication from Robert S. Neigh- 


, bors, the commissioner appointed under the act to provide for the 


civil organization of the north-western counties, asking reimburse- 
ment for actual losses incurred while discharging his public du- 
ties, and any additional compensation which the Government in 
its liberality may accord to him, JI take great pleasure in recom- 
mending this claim as one possessing peculiar merit. The fath- 
ful and energetic manner in which the commissioner performed 
his duties is known to you. Thep were executed with great fa- 
tigne and inconvenience, and at eminent personal hazard. 

I must also earnestly request that the Legislature will make a 
suitable appropriation for the payment of four express men, em- 
ployed by the Executive to convey to the different members of 
the Legislature the proclamation for the extra session. Their 


duties were performed in a most efficient and satisfactory manner, - 


The service was indispensable for the public good, it being im- 
practicable to promulge the notice in season through the ordinary 
mail channels. These individuals engaged in the service with 
zeal, bore their own expenses, and trusted to the justice of the 
Honorable Legislature. P. H. BELL. 


On motion of Mr. Franklin, all that portion of the Governor’s 
message relating to the Third and Eleventh Judicial Districts, 
was referred to a Special committee, consisting of the delegation 
from these two districts. The Speaker appointed Messrs. Shep- 


-ard, Shaw, Burney and Tarrant, said committee. 


On motion of Mr, Tarrant, that portion of the message relating 
to Indian depredations, &2., was referred to the committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

On motion, that portion of the message relating to the sale of 
the Austin City lots, compensation to the Commissioner to Santa 


Fe, and a fire-proof Land Office, was referred to the Finance 
committee. 


On motion of Mr. Stapp, the House adjourned until 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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36 
Austin,’ August 20, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. i 

Absentees—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Crump of A., Franklin, Gil- 
let, Lewis, Runnels, Russell and Shea. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Lott submitted the petition of Jesse C. Kincannon, pray- 
ing for an unconditional certificate for the lands to which he is 
entitled ; referred to committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Charlton: submitted the petition of Efias Stone, praying 
fora grant of land; referred to committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Fields submitted the petition of Wm. R. Smith, praying for 
a grant of land; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Fields submitted the petition of N. D. Labadie, praying for 
relief; referred to the committee on the Public Debt. 

Mr. Burney submitted the petition of Z. N. Morrell, praying’ 
for relief; referred to committee an Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Selman submitted the petition of citizens of the counties of 
Nacogdoches and Cherokee, praying a charter to be granted to 
James H. Durst, to erect a bridge across the Angelina river; re- 
ferred to the committee on Roads. Bridges and Ferries. 
` Mr. McKinney introduced the following joint resolution, which 
was read and laid on the table one day for consideration. . 

Resolved, That Col. Jose Antonio Navarro be respectfully re- 
quested to visit Austin with a view of obtaining from him, such 
information relative to the people of Santa Fe and their condi- 
tion as he may possess. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 

Eo tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House, that the Senate had 
; concurred in the amendment of the House to the resolution to go 
: into the election of United States Senator on the 26th inst. 

Mr. Stapp introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed 
to report a bill, authorizing the Governor to lay before the people 
of Texas, for their acceptance or rejection, any proposition which 
may be made by the United States Congress. for the purchase of 
a portion of the northern territory of the State. 

Mr, Scott moved to lay the resolution on the table until Mon- 
day next. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the resolution was laid on the ta- 
ble for the present. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the House proceeded to fake up the 
business on the Speaker's table, and the 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act, to secure 
to all actual settlers within the limits of the colony granted to Pe- 
ters and others, ‘commonly known as Peters’ colony, the lands 
to which they are entitled as colonists ; read second time. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following additional section to the bill, 
which was adopted : i 

Be it further enacted, 'Thatall certificates issued by the Com- 
missioner of said colony, may be located on any vacant land 
within the limits of said colony, not otherwise appropriated, as 
other head-right certificates are located—and the same law rela- 
tive thereto, shall govern the surveyors and other officers in the 
discharge of their official duties, in relation to the surveying, re- 
cording and patenting the same. 

On motion, the bill and amendment were referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Gillet introduced the following resolution, which was re- 
ferred ta a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Gillet, Frank- . 
lin, Williams, Winfield and Smith of R. R. 

Resolved, That a special committee of five be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to take into consideration the propriety of 
enacting a law; more fully defining treason against the State, and 
providing for the punishment of the same at the Seat of Govern- , 
ment; and also, the propriety of appointing a marshal for the 
State—and, that they report by bill or otherwise, as soon as prac- 
ticable. 

Mr. Johnson, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act for 
the relief of Berry Merchant; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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Austin, August 21, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

Absentees— Messrs. Bee, Clements, Crump of Bexar and Smith 
of Red River. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had ~ 
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adopted the following resolution, to which they respectfully ask- 
ed the concurrence of the House: 

Resolved by the Senate, the House concurring, That the Legis- 
lature, at this Extra Session, will entertain no business other than 
that already recommended, or that which may be recommended, 
to.them by the Governor ; and also, that the Senate requests that 
the House cause to be transmitted to that body the message of 
His Excellency the Governor, of the 19th instant. 

Mr. Scott submitted the petition of A. Ewing, praying for re- 
lief ; referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Shea submitted the petition of John Gillespie, praying for 
relief ; referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of sundry settlers in Mes- 
cer’s colony, praying for relief ; referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Limestone and other 
counties upon the subject of the clection for the Seat of Govern- 
ment, be authorized to call for papers and to summon any person 
they may wish, for the purpose of obtaining and eliciting informa- 
tion upon the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Bagart, the Honse proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Stewart, the resolution of the Senate, in re- 
latton to the reception of new business at this Extra Session, was 
taken up upon ifs adoption. The yeas and nays being call- 
ed for, stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Charlton, Crump of Austin, Dickson, Harde- 
man of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lewis, Me- 
Kinney, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shepard, Smith of Red River, 
Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Taylor, and Wilson—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clough: 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Johnson; 
Jowers, Lioyd, Lott, Pace, Reynolds, Russell. Scott, Shaw, Shea, 
Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Tarrant, Williams, Winfield, and Wren 
— 2. 

So the resolution was rejected. ` 


A bill to be entitled an act permanently to locate the county 
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seat of Calhoun county ; read second time and referred to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to'incorporate the Trinity Plank 
Road Company ; read second time. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following amendment, to come in after 
the word “ bottom” in the third section, “ and that said road shall 
be constructed above highwater mark.” 

Amendinent adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Bryan moved a reconsideration of the vote rejecting the 
resolution of the Senate in relation to the reception of new busi- 
ness, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and resulted as 

_ follows T 


Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Charlton, Crump of A., Dickson, Frank- 


lin, Gillet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Holland, Lewis, 
Lloyd, McKinney, Runnels, Selman, Shepard, Smith of R. R., 
Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Taylor and Wilson -21. i 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Crump of B , Fields, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, Pace, Reynolds 
Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Smith of S., Sterne, Tarrant, Wil- 
Hams, Winfield and Wren—23. 

So the motion to reconsider was lost. 

Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Public Lands made 
the following report: 

ComMITTEE Room, August 19, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, us! 
Speaker of the House of Répresentatives : 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
supplementary te an act to secure to H. Castro and his colonists 
the lands to which they are entitled, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to report a substitute for the 
Same, and recommend its passage. 

Report and substitnte laid on the table. 

A joint resolution requiring an inerease in the mail service from 
Austin to Bonham, with report of select committee; read second 
time. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment to the caption, 
which was adopted : 

Joint resolution requesting an increase in the mail service from 
Austin to Clarksville. 

Joint resolution ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Franklin, by leave, submitted the petition of Greenberry 
Dorsey, praying for relief; referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Stapp introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew 
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Kent, deceased ; read first time ; rule suspended, read second time 
and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve - 
ments, made the following report: 


Commitrre Room, August 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Z. K. Fulton and others, praying for the incor- 
poration of the Lavaca and Victoria Turnpike Company, have 
had the same under consideration and instructed me to report the 
accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. i 

A bili for the relief of Thomas J. Jordan; read second time, and 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the reliefof Alexander McCulloch ; read second time, 
and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Berry Merchant; read second time, and 
referred to committee on Private Land Claims. 

A resolution requesting Col. Jose Antonio Navarro to visit 
Austin, etc. ; adopted. è 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row at nine o’clock. 


Austin, August 22, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
present. , 

Absentees-—Messrs. Clements, Crump of A., McKinney, Lewis 
and Russell. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of L. T. M. Plummer, pray- 
ing for relief; referred te the committee on Private Land Claims.. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made a re- 
port, in accordance with a resolution of the House, showing the 
probable balance of funds remainiug in the Treasury, ending the 
quarters of October 31st, 1850, and January 31st, 1851 ; report 
laid on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Publie Lands, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize and require the county courts to 
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issue Unconditional certificates in certain cases; and also,a bill 
supplementary to an act granting lands to settlers in Peters’ col- 
ony ; reported the same back to the House without amendment, 
and recommended their passage. . 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred the petition of R. M. Forbes and 
others, praying for the incorporation of the Commercial, Naviga- 
tion and ‘Transportation Company ; reported a bill to incorporate 
the Commercial, Navigation and Transportation Company, and 
recommended its passage ; report and bill laid ori the table to 


- come up amongst the orders of the day. 


Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Kngrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 


- Commirree Room, August 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C, G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Plank Road Company ; 
also, a joint resolution requesting an increase in the mail se: vice 
from Austin to Clarksville, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, introduced the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee whose duty. it shall be to draft 
the bill or bills, providing the ways and means for fitting out the 
contemplated military expedition to Santa Fe, be instrueted to 
take under consideration the propriety of exempting from tax- 
ation the property of all officers and soldiers, for and during the 
time they may be absent from home and engaged in said expedi- 
tion; also, exempting their property, of every description from 
forced sales by execution or otherwise during the same. 

Mr. Scott introduced a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate 
the Houston Navigation Company; read first time. 

Mr. Selman introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, the Senate concur- 
ring, That no bills of a private or individual character will beenter- 
tained during the present extraordinary session ; resolution laid 
on the table one day tor consideration. l 

Mr. Taylor introduced a hill to incorporate the Cass County 
Male and Female Academy, in the county of Cass ; read first 
lime, 

Rule suspended, bill read second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Education. ; 


ors 


b t 


-= oe aoe mi TT r e T g po w et o = 


42 


Mr. Hardeman of Travis introduced a bill to incorporate Lock- 
hart Academy. in the county of Caldwell ; read first time ; rule 
suspended, read second time, and referred to the committee on Ed- 
ucation. 

Mr. Williams introduced the following resolution ! 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concur- 
ring, That the cammittee on Sta'e Affairs of both Houses be in- 
structed to examine the condition of the archives of the different 
Congresses of the Republic of Texas, and devise some method 
for their fata security and safety, and that they report by bill or 
otherwise. 

tead first time ; rule suspended, resolution read second time 
and adopted. 

Mr. Lewis introduced a bill anthorizing the county court of 
Bexar county to leyy and collect a special tax for certain purpos- 
es : read firsttime; rnle suspended, read second time, and refer- 
red to the cocnnittee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker's table, and to the 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to perfect 
the land titles in Castro's colony, approved January 22, 1850, with 
the sulstitnte of the committee on Public Lands; substitute 
adopted. and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Winfield presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the citizens of Austin have the use of the Hal] 
of the House of Representatives on Tuesday evening next, pro- 
vided, such use does not interfere with the business of the Legis- 
lature, 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rule was suspended,aud the report 
of the committee on Finance was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the report was referred to the joint 
select committee on the Governor's message and accompanying 
doctti.ents, 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the Honse adjourned until 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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AUSTIN, August 23, 1350. 


Honse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Absentees— Messrs. Lewis and Reynolds. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
concurred in the resolution of the House instrueting the commit- 
tee on State Affairs to examine into the condition of the archives 
of the different Congresses of the late Republic ofgl'exas, &c. 

Mr. Cochran submitted the petition of A. D. Rigt, praying for 
relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Cochran submitted the petition of H. J. McKenzie, praying 
forrelief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred that portion of the Governor’s message relating to 
the mission of Maj. R. S. Neighbors to organize the counties of 
Presidio, EL Paso, Worth and Santa Fé, reported a bill, mak- 
ing an appropriation for the payment of out standing Habilities 
of said mission; report and bill laid on the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


Committe: Room, August 23, 1850. 
To Hon. ©, G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act supplementary to an act to perfect the land 
titles in Castro’s colony, approved January 22, 1850, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 

Report received. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 


CommirTee Room, August 23, 1850. 
To Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ; 
; Speaker of ike House of Representatives: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend the 2d section of an act to define the 
time of holding the courts in the several judicial districts, approv- 
ed February 29, 1848, and find the same correctly enralled— 
and having been-signed by the Speaker of the House and Presi- 
dent pro tem. of the Senate, was this day transmitted to His Excel- 
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leney the Governor, for his approval—all of which is respectful- 
ly snbmitted. 

Report received. 

Mr. Shepard, chairman of the select committee to whom was re- 
fered that portion of the Governors message relatiug to the 
courts in the third judicial district, reported a bill defining the 
time of holding the courts in the third judicial district, and re- 
commended its passage. . 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time apii ordered to be engrossed: rule further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Taylor introduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be requested to 
take under consideration the propriety of the passage of some law, 
by which the plantations of deceased heads of families can be 
carried on under the order of the probate court. 

Mr. Shea introduced a bill to be entitled, an act legalizing the 
organization of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado rail road 
compan y—read first time. 

Mr, Wilson introduced a bill to be entitled an act'to incorpo- 
rate the Colorado Navigation Company—read first time. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby introduced a joint resolution pledging the 
resources of the State of Texas for carrying on the contemplated 
expedition to Santa Fe—read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker's table and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill making an appropriation 
for the payment of out-standing liabilities of the mission of R. S. 
Neighbors, to organize the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth 
and Santa Fé, was taken up—read second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed ; rule suspended, read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution requesting an increase in the mail service 
from Austin to Clarksville ; read third time and passed. 

Mr. Sterne moved that a committee be appointed to invite the 
Hon. Senate into the Representative Hall on Monday next at elev- 
en o'clock A. M., to go into the election of U, S. Senator—-motion 
carried. f 

The Speaker appointed on said committee, Messrs. Sterne, 
Johnson and Shaw. . 
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On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until four 
o'clock P. M. 
Four o’clock p. m. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 
On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning nine o’cl lock. 


Austin August 24,, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—yroll called—quorum 
present. , 

Absentees—Messrs. Clough, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of 
T., Lewis, Smith of R, R. and Winfield. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Taylor, one of the committee on Education, to whom was 
referred the petition of G. A. M. Starks and others, asking the 
incorporation of a Male and Female Institute in Cass county, re- 
ported a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Male and Fe- 
fale Institute in the county of Cass: report and bill laid on the 
table to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Taylor, one of the committee on Education, to whom was 
referred a bill to incorporate the Male and Female Academy, in 
the county of Cass, reported the same back to the House aad re- 
commended its passage; report and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders ol the day. 

Mr. Bryan, by leave, submitted the petition of R. R. Brown, 
praying for relief ; petition read, and referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Scott introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Comptroller be requested to inform this 
House what amount of the debt due by the late Republic of Tex- 
as is secured by a pledge of the revenues from customs ; and al- 
so, what amount of the same species of debt has been adjudicat- 
ed under the law classifying the public debt of the Republic of 
Texas ; resolution read first time ; rule suspended, read second 
time and adopted. 

Mr. Fields,-chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 
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COMMITTEE Room, August 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Finance Committee have had under consideration that 
portion of the Governor’s measage relating to the sale of Austin 
city lots, and have unanimously instrueted me to report a bill, 
which is herewith submitted, authorizing and providing for said - 
sale, in accordance with the recommendation of the Governor. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the sale of public lots 
and other property in and adjoining the city of Austin ; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment: In section 8, after 
the word “specie,” add “or the liquidated liabilities of the State.” 
Lost. - 

Mr. Taylor moved to strike out in 3d section the words. “six” 
and “ twelve,” and insert “twenty-four ;” lost. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrosssd. | 

On motion, rule further suspended, bill read third time and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr, Selman, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker's table, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
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A resolution declaring that the Legislature will entertain no 
business of a private or individual character at this extraordinary 
session ; Tead second time and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne, chairman of the select committee to wait upon the 
Senate and invite that body into the Hall of the House of Rep- 
resentatives on Monday next, at 11 o,elock A. M., to go into an 
election ot United States Senator, reported duty performed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through Hon. Isaae 
Parker, informing the House that the Senate accepted the invita- 
tion to meet the House of Represetatives at 1t o’clock on Monday 
next, to go into the election of a United States Senator. 

A bill supplementary to an act to secure to all actual settlers 
within the limits of the colony granted Peters and others, com- 
monly known as Peters’ Colony, the lands to which they are eh- 
tled as colonists ; read second time, and laid on the table for the 
present. 

A message was received from the Governor, through his Private 
Secretary, Mr. C. A. Harrison, transmitting a communication in 
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writing, with accompanying documents, which was taken up and 
read as follows: i 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

` Austin, August 22, 1850. ! 
To the Honorable Legislature : 

Gentlemen,—I transmit herewith, a very clear and satisfactory 
report of the Directors of the State Penitentiary. 

From an examination of the report, it will be perceived that 
this institution which has been deemed worthy to receive the fos- 
tering care of the State, and already greatly advanced, can be 
made progressive, and soon. to answer all its ends by a small ad- 
dition at this time to the means appropriated for its support by the 
last Legislature. This has been rendered necessary by the ap- 
plication of a large portion ($2,469 29,) of the amonnt allowed for 
the first year, 1850, in the payment of just arrearages. The 
heavy drafts upon this sum have necessarily restricted the opera- 
tions of the Superintendent and Directors, and influenced by a 
proper zeal for the prosperity of the institution, they have respect- 
fully solicited additional aid, ; 

The liabilities of the institution as exhibited in the report, on 
the ist of January next will amount to the sum of $2,416 84, 
without any increase in the number of convicts. To meet them 
there remains only the undrawn sum of $141 16. At the close 
of the quarter ending the 3lst-of the present month, there will be 
a considerable amount ($1,350 17) due, and there will be mani- 
fest embarrassment in conducting the affairs of the Penitentiary, 
unless relief in some form is afforded by your Honorable Body; 
and I therefore respectfully recommend that should the Legisla- 
ture in consideration of the extreme exigencies of the State, deem 
it impracticable to allow the apprapiiation asked for by the Di- 
rectors at this time, authority be conferred to employ in the ne- 
cessary expenditures connected with the institution, as much of 
the fund appropriated for the ensuing year, as may be required 
to meet the liabilities of the present. 

[have the honor to request that the accompanying report may 
be returned to the Executive Department. P. H. BELL. 
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Governor P. H. BELL: 

Sir—Having understood. that your Excellency intended con- 
vening an extra session of the Legislature, we have felt itincum- 
bent upon us, occupying the position we do, to place before you 
for your consideration, and reference to the Legislature of our 
State, (should you deem it hecessary,) the liabilities, resources 


Huntsviive, July 11th, 1850, 
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and condition of the Texas State Penitentiary. The poan Di- 
rectors have come into office since the first of March last. The 
Legislature at us last regular session, appropriated for the support 
of the Penitentiary, the suni of $5,000 a year, for two years. Out 
of which first year’s appropriation, the sum of $2,469 29 
bad to be paid, on acconnt of warrants drawn by the former board 
ot Direciers, over and above the former appropriation of S2U,000, 
leaving a balance of $2,530 71 for the present board to ope- 
rate with during the other ten mouths. Since which time, oe 
has been drawn by us, warrants to the amount of $2,389 5 
leaving an undrawn balance of $141 16. We would fine. 
ther state, that there is now, and will be due, at the close of 
the auarier ending August 31st. ior the pay of the superintend- 
ent, direétors. guards s, physician, and board of con victs, ineluding 
the sum of S5uv for ne z roots. gutters, ete., aud brick ma- 
sons work, the som of $1,350 17. They would also fur- 
ther state, that without any increase in the number of convicts, 
the quarterly expense of the institution, at the lowest possible 
estimate, wili be about SSy0, which makes the liabilities of the in- 
stitution jon the Ist day "of Jannary next, $2,416 84. To 
meat whith. we have the undrawn ba:ance as above, of S141 16. 
—It is however but reasonable to suppose, that the three in- 
tervening terms of courts, previous to the next general meeting of 

our Legislature. wili by conviction adc to the “above estimate of 
indebtedgess. Tie average cost of transportation \of convicts 
has been for the last eight, $58 46 each. 


There is at this time ten convicts confined in the Penitentiary. 
And situated as we are, it is entirely out of our power, to engage 
the cenvicts at the most useful labor, until the meeting of the 
Legislatore In 1651. 

Batireiy shorn of means, engagements for materials cannot be 

made, on as fair terms, on time, as for cash, True we could con- 
react and draw on next year’s appropriation, sti:l it would not be 
easn, until the year began. Neither do we concur in the prece- 
dent. We wish to act within the means afforded. and make each 
year meet its own demands, which we conid have done, provided 
we couid have had an untouched appropriation of $5,000. E 


The exterior wall of the building heretofore begun, bas been 
completed and covered in. A kitchen as provided fori in the plan, 
has been erected principally by the convicts, and covered with a 
good tin roof; both of which said roofs must be painted, There 
is at this time three guards employed, at au aggregate expense of 
&258 per quarter, which is the very lowest that responsible men 
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can be had for. An increase of convicts will necessarily cause 
an increase in the number of guard. 

From the best estimates that can be made, we feel satisfied, that 
the convicts can (with an appropriation of $10,000,) make the 
brick, lay and complete the entire exterior wall of the Peniten- 
tiary, with the aid of a master workman to instruct and direct, 

Your Excellency will perceive at a glance how we are situated— 
guards to pay, the contractor to furnish rations, will have a bril of 
$156 92 against the institution the last of August. The con- 
victs must be fed and secured— without meaus we can do neither, 

Trusting that such measures will be recommended by your 
Excellency and concurred in by the Legislature of our State, as 
the circumstances of the case, and the true interests of the State 
may require, 

We remain your Excellency’s obedient servants, 
JOHN S. BESSER, 
R. SMITHER, 
WM. M. BARRETT, 
a Directors. 

Amount of warrants drawn as referred to, $2,389 55 
On what account : 

Travel and transportation of convicts, $667 67 


Bricklaying, 359 87 
Lime, 347 50 
Hauling, 72 50 
Laborers, 53 30 
Blank drafts, (printed,) 10 00 
Rations for convicts, 94 75 
Blacksmithing, 16 00 
Guard and cooking, 215 29 


Clothing, tools, and sundries, per bills filed, 191 93 

First quarter salary of Superintendent, 250 00 

Tin and solder, 110 74 ——-——— 
$2,389 55 


On motion of Mr. Stapp, the message of the Governor was re- 
ferred to the committee on the Penitentiary. 
Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Eingrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 
Committee Room, August 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
ee act making an appropriation for the payment of out- 
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standing habilities of the mission of Major R. S. Neighbors to 
organize the counties of Presidio, Bl Paso, Worth, and Santa 
Fé, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. - 

A bill to authorize ard require the county courts to issue un- 
conditional certificates in certain cases ; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended, read third time, and 

sed. 

A bill to incorporate the Commercial, Navigation and Trans- 
portation Company; read second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to incorporate the La Vaca ‘Turnpike and Plank Road 
Company; read second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to incorporate the ‘Trinity Plank Road Company ; read 
third time ; and 

The yeas and nays being called for on its final passage, stood 
as follows; 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Cochran, 
Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nac- 
ogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lew- 
is, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shep- 
ard, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, 
Taylor, Williams, Winfield and Wren—33, 

Nay—Mr. Polk—1, 

So the pill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning 9 o’clock. 


Austin, August 26, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Absentees—Messrs. Crump of A., Crump of B. and Lewis. 

Journal of Saturday read and adopted. l 

Mr. Bogart submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Collin 
county, protesting against any change in their judicial district ; 
read and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the petition of sundry citizens ot Titus 
county, praying to have the town of Daingerfield incorporated ; 
referred to the committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
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through his Private Secretary, transmitting a communication in 
writing, with accompanying documents. 

Mr. Bields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 

Commitrese Room, August 26, 1850, 
Hon, ©. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Finance have had under consideration that 
portion of the Governors message relating to the building ofa 
Fire Proof Land Office, and have agreed to recommend the appro- 
priation of ten-thousand doliars for that purpose. No bill is sub- 
mitted herewith, beeanse the Senate has already passed a bill 
making provision for the buildiug ofa Land Office, which will 
be reported to the House this morning. The committee therefore 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of this subject. 

Report laid on the table to come up among the ordersof the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr, Raymond, informing the House, that the Senate had 
passed a bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for the 
erecting of a Fire Proof Land Office, in which they had suspend- 
ed all rules—-aud requested a like suspension on the part of the 
House ;.also,a bill originating in the House of Representatives, 
making an appropriation for the payment of outstanding liabil- 
ities of the mission of Maj. R. S. Neighbors to organize the coun- 
ties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe, with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 

Committee Room, August 23, 1850, 
To the Hon. ©. G. KEENAN, : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on State Affairs have examined a bill author- 
izing the county court of Bexar county to levy and collect a spe- 
cial tax for certain purposes. They see no objection to the bil} and 
amajority authorize me to commend it to the consideration of 
the House. 

Report and bill laif on the tavle to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman on the part of the House, of the joint 
select committee on the Governors message and accompanying 
documents, reported the following bills: 

A bill making appropriations for the purpose of carrying into 
effect, a mere perfect civil organization of the county of Santa 
Fe, and for suppressing rebellion ; 
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A bill to provide for the assessing and collecting the direct tax 
for special purposes imposed by the act passed at the special ses- 
sion of the Legislature of Texas, convened on Monday the 12th 
day of August, 1850, by proclamation of the Governor; 
€ A bill to levy and collect a direct tax for special purposes ; 

A bill to provide for the organization of the militia of the State, 
and to suppress the insurrection existing in the counties of Worth 
and Santa Fe; 

A bill to require the Comptroller of Public Accounts to pass to 
the credit of the Schoo] Fund, one-tenth ofall amounts hereto- 
fore collected on account of revenue frem direct. taxation, and 
to pay the same into the Treasury of the State, subject to be 
drawn on account of any appropriation made for suppressing the 
insurrection existing in the counties of Worth and Santa Fe; 

A bill to alter and amend the first section of an act approved 
March 20, 1848, entitled an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments; 

All of which bills were laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

The Governor’s message was then taken up and read as follows: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, /} 
: Austin, August 26, 1850. $ 
To ihe Honorable, the Legislature of Texas: 

Gentlemen—A communication was received at this depart- 
ment, by the last mail, fromthe Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State of the United States, in answer to one from the Execu- 
tive of Texas, already laid before you, dated the 14th of June 
last; and deeming it important in your deliberations, I take the 
earliest occasion to transmit the same to your honorable body. 

P. H. BELL. 


On motion, the letter of the Secretary of State of the United 
States to his Excellency, Governor Bell, was taken up and read. 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Washington, August 5, 1850. 

Sir: A letter addressed by you to the late President of the U. 
States, and dated on the 14th of June last, has, since his lamented 
decease, been transferred to the hands of his successor, by whom 
1 am directed to address to you the following answer < 

in that letter you say that, by the authority of the Legislature 
of Texas, the Executive of that State, in February last, despatch- 
ed a special commissioner with full power and instructions to 
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extend the civil jurisdietion of that State over the unorganized 
counties of El Paso, Worth, Presidio and Santa Fe, situated upon 
its northwestern Jimits, and that the commissioner has reported to 
you, in an official form, that the military 6fficers employed in the 
service of the United States, stationed at Santa Fe, interposed 
adversely with the inhabitants to the fulfilment of his object, by 
employing their influence in favor of the establishment of a sep- 
arate State government east of the Rio Grande, and within the 
rightful limits of the State of Texas. You also transmit a copy 
of the proclamation of Co]. John Munroe, acting under the orders 
of the government of the United States, under the designation of 
civil and military governor of the Territory of New Mexico, and 
respectfully request the President to cause you to be intormed 
whether or not this officer has acted in this matter under the or- 
ders of his government, and whether his proclamation meets 
with the approval of the President of the United States, 

In the events which have occurred, the President hardly knows 
whether your Excellency would naturally expeet an answer to 
this letter from him. Hus piedecessor in office, to whom it was 
addressed, and under whose authority and direction the procla- 
mation of Col. Munroe was issued, is no more ; and at this time 
that proclamation, whatever may be regarded as its true charac- 
ter, has ceased to have influence or effect. The meeting of the 
people of New Mexico by their representatives, which it invited, 
1s understood to have taken place, although the government has 
as yet received no official information of it, 

Partaking, however, in the fullest degree, in that high respect 
which the executive government of the United States always en- 
tertains towards the Governors and the governments of the States, 
the President thinks 1t his duty, nevertheless, to manifest that 
feeling of respect, by acknowledging and answering your letter. 
And this duty, let me assure your Excellency, has been so long 
delayed ouly by uncontrollable circumstanees, and is now per- 
formed at the earliest practicable moment, after the appointment 
of those heads of department, and their acceptance of office, with 
whom it is usual, on important occasions, for the President of ` 
the United States to advise. : 

In answer, therefore, to your first inferrogatory—viz: whether 
Colonel Munroe, in issuing the proelamation referred to, acted 
under the orders of this government—the President directs me to 
State that Col. Munroe’s proclamation appears to have been issued. 
in pursuance or in consequence of an order or letter of instruc- 
tions given by the late Secretary of War, under the authority of 
the late President, to Lieut. Col. McCall. Of this order, which 
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bears date on the 19th of November, 1849, your Excellency was 
undoubtedly informed at the date of your letter. A full and ac- 
curate copy, however, is attached to this communication, Col. 
McCall is therein instructed that if the people of New Mexico, 
for whom Congress had provided no government, should mani- 
fest a wish to take any steps to establish a government for them- 
selves, and apply for admission into the Union, it would be his 
duty, and the duty of others with whom he was associated, not to 
thwart, but to advance their wishes. This order does not appear 
to authorize any exertion of military authority, or of any officiai 
or even personal interference, to coutrol or affect in any way the 
primary action of the people in the formation of a government, 
nor to permit any such interference by the subordinate officers. 
Col. McCall and his associates were not called upon to take a 
lead in any measures, or even to recommend anything as fit to be 
adopted by the people. Their whole duty was confined to what 
they might be able to perform, subordinate to the wishes of the 
people. In this matter it was evidently contemp'ated that they 
were to act as the agents of the inhabitants, and not as officers of 
this government. ft must be reco.Jected that the only govern- 
ment then existing in the Territory was a guasi military govern- 
ment ; and as Congress had made no provision for the establish- 
ment ot any form of civil government, and as the President 
doubtless believed that, under these circt mstances, the people 
had a right to frame a government for themselves, and snbmit it 
to Congress for its approval, the order was a direction that the 
then existing military government should not stand in the way 
of the accomplishment of the wishes of the people, nor thwart 
those wishes, if the people entertained them, for the establishment 
of a free, popular, republican civil government, for their own pro- 
tection and bereft. ‘This is evidently the whole purpose and 
object of the order, The military officer in command, and his 
associates, were American citizens, acquainted with the forms of 
civil and popular proceedings, and it was expected that they 
would aid the inhabitants of the territory, by their advice and 
assistance, in their proceedings for establishing a government of 
their ewn. Thereis no reason to suppose that Col. Munroe, an 
officer as much distinguished for prudence and discretion as for 
gallant conduct in arms, meant to act, or did act, otherwise than 
in entire subordination and subserviency to the will of the people 
among whom he was placed. He was not authorized to do, nor 
does the President understand him as intending to do, anything 
whatever in his military character, nor to representin any way 
the wishes of the executive government of the United States. 
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To judge intelligently and fairly of these transactions, we must 
recall to our recollection the circumstances of the case as they 
then existed, 

Previous to the war with Mexico, which commenced in May, 
1846, and received the sanction of Congress on the 13th of that 
mouth, the territory of New Mexico formed a department or 
State of the Mexican republic, and was governed by her laws.— 
Gen. Kearny, acting under orders from this goverriment, invaded 
this department with an armed force; the governor fled at his 
approach, aud the troops under bis command dispersed; and 
Gen. Kearny entered. Santa Fe, the capital, on the 181b of August, 
1846, and took possession of the territory in the name of the 
United States. On the 22d of that month he issued a proclama» 
tion to the inhabitants, stating the fact that he had taken posses- 
sion of Santa Fe, at the head of his troops, and announeing his 
“intention to hold the department with its original boundaries, 
(on both sides of the del Norte,) and under the name of New 
Mexico.” Sy that proclamation be promised to protect the in 
habitants of New Mexico in their persons and property against 
their Indian enemies, aud all others, and assured them that the 
United States intended to provide for them a free government, 
when the people would be called upon to exercise the rights of 
freemen in electing their own representatives to the Terrilorial 
Legislature. On the same day he established a Territorial consti- 
tution by an organic law which provided for executive, legisla- 
tive, ‘and judicial departments of the government; defined the 
right of suffrage, and provided for trial by jury ; and at the same 
time established acode of laws. This constitution declared that 
*the country heretofore kuown as New Mexico shall be known 
hereafter and designated as the Territory of New Mexico, in the 
United States of America ;” and the members of the lower house 
of the legislature were apportioned among the counties established 
by the decree of the department of New Mexico, of June 17, 
1844; which counties, it is understood, included all the territory 
over which Texas has lately attempted to organize counties and 
establish her own jurisdiction. 

On the 22d of December, 1846, a copy of this constitution and 
code was transmitted by President Polk to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in pursuance of a call on him by that body. In the 
message transinitting the constitution he says that “portions of it 
purport to establish and organize a permanent Territorial govern- 
ment over the territory, and to impart to its inhabitants political 
rights which, under the constitution of the United States, can be 
enjoyed permanently only by citizens of the United States.— 
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"These have not been approved and recognised by me. Such or- 
ganized regulations as have been established in any of the con- 
quered territories for the security of our conquest, for the pres- 
eryation of order, for the protection of the rights of the inhab- 
iants, and for depriving the enemy cf the advantages of these 
territories, while the military possession of them by the forces of 
the United States continues, will be recognized and approved.” 

Near four years have now elapsed since this quasi military go- 
vernment was established by military authonty, and received, 
with the exceptions mentioned, the approval of President Polk. 
In the meantime, a treaty of peace has been concluded with 
Mexico, by which a boundary line was established that left this 
territory within the United States, thereby confirming to the Uni- 
ted States by treaty what we had before acquired by conquest.— 
The treaty, in perfect accordance with the proclamation of Gen. 
Kearny, declared, that, the Mexicans remaining 1n this territory, 
should be incorporated into the Union of the United States, and 
be admitted at the proper time (to be judged of by the Congress 
of the United States) to an enjoyment of all the rights of citizens 
of the United States, according to the principles of the constitu- 
tion, “and in the meantime should be maintained and protected 
in the enjoyment of their liberty and property, and secured in 
the free exercise of their religion without restriction.” ‘Thus it 
will be perceived that the authority of the United States over New 
Mexico was the result of conquest, and the possession held of it, 
in the first place, was of course a military possession. The trea- 
ty added the title by cession to the already existing title by suc- 
cessful achievements in arms, With the peace there arose a na- 
tural expectation that as early as possible there would come a 
civil government to supercede the military. But until some such 
form of government should come into existence, it was matter of 
absolute necessity that the military government should continue, 
as otherwise the country must fall into absolute anarchy. And 
this has been the course generally in the practice of civilized na- 
tions, when colonies or territories have been acquired by war and 
their acquisition confirmed by treaty. 

The military government, therefore, existing in New Mexico 
at the date of the order, existed there of inevitable necessity, It 
existed as much against the will of the executive government of 
the United States as against the will of the people. The, late 
President had adopted the opinion that it was justifiable in the 
people of the territory, under the circumstances, to form a consti- 
tution of government withont any previous authority conferred 
by Congress, and thereupon to apply for admission into the-Uni- 
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on, It was under this state of things, and under the influence 
of these opinions, that the order of the 19th November, last, was 
given and executed in the manner we have seen. The order in- 
dicates no boundary and defines no terntory, except by the name 
of New Mexico ; and, so far as that indicates anything, it refer- 
red to a known territory which had been organized under milita- 
ry authority, approved by the Executive, and left without remon- 
strance or alteration by Congress, for upwards of three yeas, it 
appears to the President that such an order could not have been 
intended to invade the nights of Texas. 

Secondly, you asx whether the proclamation of Col. Munroe 
meets with the approval ot the President of the United States. 
To determine this question, it is necessary to look at the object 
of the proclamation and to the effect ot the proceedings had un- 
der it. 

If the object was to assume the authority to settle the disputed 
boundary with ‘Fexas, then the President has no hesiancy in 
saying that such object dogs not meet his approbation, because 
he does not believe the executive branch of this government, or 
the Inhabitants of New Mexico, or both combined, have any con- 
Stitutional authority to settle that question: that belongs either 
to the judicial department of the General Government, or to the 
concurrent action, by agreement, of the legislative departments 
of the governments of the United States and Texas. Butit has 
been sufficiently shown that Col. Munroe could have had no such 
object, and that his intention wag merely to act in aid of the peo- 
ple in forming a State constitution to be submitted to Congress. 
Assuming, then, that such a constitution has been formed, what 
is its effect upon the disputed boundary? If it compromits the 
rights of either party to that question, then it does not meet the 
President’s approbation : for he deems it his duty to leave the set- 
tlement of that question to the tribunal to which it constitution- 
ally belongs. It is sufficient for him that this boundary is in dis- 
pute—that the territory east of the Rio del Norte seems to be 
claimed in good faith both by Texas and New Mexico, or rather, 
by the United States. Whatever might be his judgment in re- 
gard to their respective rights, he has no power to decide upon 
them, or even to negotiate in regard to them: and therefore, it 
would be improper for him to express any opinion. The subject- 
matter of dispute is between the United States and Texas, and 
not between the inhabitants of New Mexico and Texas. If those 
people should voluntarily consent to come under the jurisdic- 
tion of Texas, such consent would not bind the United States, 
or take away ¢heir title to the territory, So, on the other hand, 
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if they should voluntarily claim the title for the United States, it 
wonld not deprive Texas af herrights, Whatever those rights 
might be, they can only be affected by her own acts, or a judici- 
al decision. The State constitution formed by New Mexico can 
have no legal validity until itis recognised and adopted by the 
law-making power of the United States. Until that is done, it 
has no sanction, and can have no effect upon the rights of Tex- 
as or of the United States to the termtory in dispute. And it is 
not to be presumed, that Congress wil] ever give 11s sanction to 
that constitution without first providing for the settlement of this 
boandary. Tudeed, no government, either Territorial or State, 
can be formed for New Mexico without providing for settling this 
boutidary. Hence he regards the formation of this State consti- 
tution as a mere nullity. It may be regarded, indeed, as a peti- 


‘tion to Congress to be admitted as a State; but unul Congress 


Shall grant the prayer of snch petition by legal enactments, it 
affects the rights of neither party. 

But, as it is the right of all to petition Congress for any law 
which it may constitutionally pass, this people were 1n the exer- 
cise of a common right when they formed their coustitution 
with a view of applying to Congress for adinission as a State ; ` 
and as he thinks the act can prejudice no one, he feels bound to 
approve of the conduet of Colonel Munroe in issuing the proc- 
lamation, 

Į am directed also to state that, in the Presidents epinion, it 
would nat be just to suppose that the late President desired to 
manifest any unfriendly attitude or aspect towards Texas or the 
claim of Texas. The boundary between Texas and New Mexi- 
co was known to be disputed; and it was equally well known 
that the executive government of the United States had no pow- 
er to settle the dispute. It is helieved that the executive power 
has not wished —it certainly does not wish—to interfere with that 
question, in any manner whatever, as a question of title. 

In one of his last communications to Congress—that of the 17th 
of June last--the late President repeated the declaration that he 
had no power to decide the question of boundary, aud no desire 
to interfere with it, and that the authority to settle that qnestion 
resided elsewhere. The object of the executive government has 
been, as I believe, and as I am authorized to say it certainly now 
is, to secure the peace of the country ; to maintain as far as prac- 
ticahle, the state of things as ıt existed at the date of the treaty ; 
and to uphold and preserve the rights of the respective parties as 
they were nnder the solemn guaranty of the treaty, until the high- 
ly interesting question of boundary should be finally settled by 
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competent authority. This treaty, which is now a supreme law 
‘of the land, declares, as before stated, that the inhabitants shall 
be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their hber- 
ty and property, and secured in the free exercise of their religion. 
It will of course be the Presiden?’s duty to see that this law is 

sustained, and the protection which it guarantees made effectual; 
and this is the plain and open path of executive duty, in which 
he proposes to tread. 

Other transactions of a very grave character are alluded to and 
recited in your Excellency’s letter. ‘To {hose transactions Iam 
now directed not more particnlarly” to advert, because the only 
questions propounded by you respect the authority ynder which 
Col. Munroe acted, and the approval or disapproval of his procla- 
mation. Your Excellency’s communication and his answer will 
be immediately laid before Congress, aud the President will take 
that occasion to bring to its notice the transactions alluded to 
above. 

Tris known to your Excellency that the questions growing out 
of the acquisition of California and New Mexico, and among 
them the highly impaitant one of the houndary of Texas, have 
steadily engaged the attention of both houses of Congress for 
many months, and still engage it, with intense interest. It is 
understood that the Legislature of Texas will be shortly in ses- 
sion, and will have the boundary question also beforeit. Itisa 
delicate crisis in our public affairs, not free, certainly, from possi- 
ble dangers ; but let us confidently trust that justice, moderation 
and pati totism, and the love of the Union, may inspire such eoun- 
sels, both in the gavernment of the United States and that of 
Texas, as shall carry the country through these dangers, and 
bring itsafely out of them all. And with renewed assurances of 
the continuance of mutual respectand harmony in the great fam- 
ily of States, 

I have the honor to be, with entire regard, yonr Excellency’s 
most obedient servant, DANIEL WEBSTER, 

Secretary of State, 
To his Excellency, P. H. Bet, 
Governor of Texas. 
Mr. Bee introduced the following resolution, which was adupted: 

Resolved, That the message of the Governor and accompany- 
ing documents be referred to a jaint committee of bath Houses, 
to consist of five from the House ; and that the Chief Clerk trans- 
init the message to the Senate, and request their concnrrence in 
the appointment of said committee. 
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The Speaker appointed Messrs. Williams, Johnson, Tarrant, 
Scott and Fields to compose said committee on the part of the 
House. : 

Mr. Franklin offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, the Senate concurring, That the House of Repre- 
sentatives rescind the resolution for going into the election ofa 
United Siates Senator on Monday, the 26th August instant, at 11 
o'clock. 

Mr. Lott moved to lay the resolution on the table, upon which 
motion the yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nac- 
ogdoches, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, 
Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Speights, Sterne, Tar- 
rant and Wren—2a, 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Clements, Clough, Franklin, Gillet, Har- 
deman of T.. Lewis, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Shep- 
ard, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Taylor, Williams, Wilson 
and Winfield—19. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House took a recess until 5 min- 
utes to 11 o'clock. 

Recess expired— House met—roll called--quorum present. | 

Mr. Clough introduced a joint resolution authorizing the Gov- 
ernor of the State to appoint delegates to the Nashville conven- 
tion ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a bill to be entitled an act supple- 
mentary to an act to perfect the land titles im Castro’s colony, ap- 
proved January 26, 1850, was taken up. 

The Hon. Senate now appeared, in aceordance with an invi- 
tation of the House. to go into an election of a United States Sen- 
ator to-day at 11 o'clock, headed by their President pro tem., wha 
was invited to a seat on the right of the Speaker, and Senators to 
seats prepared for them. 

The Speaker announced that the two Honses had met for the 
purpose of electing a Senator to the United States Congress, and 
that nominations were now in order. 

Mr. Sterne, on the part of the House, nominated the Hon. 
Tho. J, Rusk. 

My. Franklin. on the part of the House, nominated Blank. 

The House then proceeded to vote. 

Those voting for Mr. Rusk, were Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bry- 
an, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Be- 
xar, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Harde- 
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man of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, 
Pace, Poll, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Williams and Wren— 38... 

Those voting for Blank, were Messrs. Clough, Franklin, Wilson 
and Winfield—4. 

Scattering, to wit: For\Mr. Wigfall, Messrs. Bee and Clem- 
ents—2; for Mr. Miller, Mr. Shepard —1. 

Mr. Rusk, having received a majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared duly elected Senator ta the Cong of the United States 
for six years from and after the fourth day of March next. 

The bill sapplementary to an act to perfect land titles in Cas- 
tro’s colony; read third time and passed. 

On motion, a bill making an appropriation for the payment of 
outstanding liabilitiesofthe mission of Maj. R. S. Neighbors to or- 
ganize the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fé, 
with an amendment from the Senate, was taken up. 

The yeas and nays being called for on the adoption of the 
amendment, stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clem- 
ents, Cochran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Frank- 
lin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lewis, Polk, Russell, 
Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Red River, Smith 
of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, 
Wilson and Winfield—32. 

Nays—Messrs. Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Reynolds, Runnels and Taylor.--8. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. Sowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
nade the following report : ~ 


Commirrree Room, August 26, 1650. 
‘To the Hon. C. Q. Kernan, , ' 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Emgrossed Bills have examined an act to 
incerporate the La Vaca Turnpike and Plank Road Company ; 
also, an act to incorporate the Commercial Navigation and Trans- 
portation Company ; and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report received. 

Mr. Wi-tranis moved to reconsider the vote referring the mes- 
sage of ta Governor and accompanying documents to a joint se- 
lect conis.ittee, in order that it might be referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary ; motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, Mr. Franklin was added to the 
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joint select committee on the Governor's message and accompa- 
nying docnments. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until nine 
e’elock to-morrow morning, 


Turspay, August 27, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. ‘ 

Ahsentees— Messrs, Clough, Cramp of A., Crump of B., Frank- 
lin, Lewis, Pace, Runnels aud Stewart. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Lott, chairman of the committee on the Penitentiary, made 
the following report: 


Commirrer Room, August 26, 1850, 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
<. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Penitentiary, to whom was referred the 
communication of his Excellency, the Governor, together with 
the report of the Directors of the State Penitentiary, have had the 
same under consideration, and respectfully ask leave to report. 

It appears from the report of said Directors to his Excellency, 
the Governor, that of the five thousand dollars that was appro- 
priated al the last session of the Legislature, for the year A. D. 
1850, that the snm of $2,469 24. had to be paid on account of 
warrants drawn by former Directors, leaving a balance of $2,- 
530 71, for the present board of Directors to operate withe the 
present year; and, it also appears, that up tothe present time, 
warrants have been drawn to the amount ef $2,389 55, leaving 
an undrawn balance of only $141 01. It further appears that 
there is now, and will be due at the close of the present quarter, 
ending August 3Ist, to superintendents, directors, workmen, etc- 
five hundred dollars. 

Thus it appears, the sum of money at the disposition, or under 
the control uf the present board of Directors has already been ex- 
hausted, and is insufficient to carry on the operations of the 
Penitentiary for the present year. 

Had there been no back arrearages, it seems that the five thous- 
and dollars thus appropriated would have been entirely sufficient 
to have met the current expenses of the present year, and an- 
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swered all the ends fully, that was contemplated by said appro- 
priation. 

The committee has thus presented the facts as they appear, 
and report the following biil for the consideration of the House, 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
same. 

`A bill making an appropriation to meet the contingent expenses 
of the State Penitentiary for the year 1650. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. m 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report : 


ComMITTEE Room, August 26, 1850. 
Hon. O. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, have had 
under consideration the petition of the citizens of Limestone coun- 
ty, praying for the organization of a new county to be formed out 
of the terntory of Limestone: a majority of the committee con- 
curring, itstract me to report the following bill to the House and 
respectfully recommend its passage. 

A bill to create the county of Freestone. 

Report and bill Jaid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
returned to the House sundiy documents which had been refer- 
red to that committee of a private or individual character, which 
by a resolution of the House the committee are prohibited from 
acting upon, 

Mr. Bryan, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 


Hon, C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and 
find correctly enrolled, a billto be entitled an act making appro- 
priations for the payment of ontstanding liabilities of the mission 
of Major R. S. Neighbors, to organize the counties of Presidio, 
El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe, which originated in the House, 
and was this day presented to the Speaker, President pro tem. of 
the Senate, and the Governor for their signatures ; report received. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made the following report: 


Commirree Room, August 27, 1850, 
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CoMMITTEE Room, Aug .26, 1850. 
Hon. CHARLES G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred that 
portion of the Governor's message rélative to the state of our 
frontier, together with the memorial of the citizens of Bexar 
county, have had the same under consideration, and from abund- 
ant evidence adduced, are at once convinced that an Indian war 
pow exists on our south-western frontier, and will continue along 
its entire line, unless more effective means are resorted to where- 
by its progress may be arrested. It would be a waste of time on 
the part of this committee to argue in detail to prove that the 
means at present employed by the United States Government will 
or can afford that protection which our’ citizens on the frontier 
have a right to expect—that the number of gallant officers and 
men who have been sacrificed since the adjournment of this Le- 
gislature, in February last, ought to furnish abundant evidence to 
convince that Government of the fact of the existencesof distur- 
bances, and that achange of policy should be at once adopted, as 
well for the preservation of its own troops as for the safety of 
our citizens. 

The question now arises as to the proper policy, ete.; which 
question has been heretofore so fully discussed by this committee 
in reports made to this House during the last session of this Le- 
gislature, and the developments since that time tending to prove 
so conclusively that the policy then recommended was the only 
one to be relied upon, that your committee are again induced to 
resuggest the same. 

First. Demand of the General Government the immediate 
removal of all Indians now in Texas which do not pro- 
perly belong to her. This removal, in the opinion of your 
committee, will do more for the protection of our frontier than the 
entire standing army of the U. States stationed on the line at pre- 
sent occupied. This was a matter of such importance, that the 
commissioners appointed by the United States to treat with the In- 
dians in Texas (Messrs. Butler and Lewis), in their report dated 
August 8, 1846, while speaking of these intruders, say: “ They 
are able to do much mischief ; and some measures should be 
taken to remove them.” The fact of their being “able to do 
much mischief” has been more than realized: for it is well 
xnown to every man who has resided near our frontier, that most 
of the depredations committed, and the serious injuries that have 
been inflicted, upon our border settlers, have been perpetrated by 
these Indians, and at the same time carrying on an extensive ili- 
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cit trade with the wild Indians, thereby encouraging them to rob 
and plunder onr citizens—causing constant dread and alarm— 
greatly retarding the settlement and growth of the country—and 
_ very seriously affecting the general prosperity of the State. And 
whilst our citizens have been fondly hoping that the General 
Government would redress this grievance, to their great aston- 
ishment instead of removing the intruders already the source 
ef so much annoyance, others, of equally as desperate character, 
are permitted to enter onr territory ; that during the last sprmg 
Seminoles and others, led by the celebrated chief Wild Cat, with 
his characteristic boldness, made their appearance in the very 
midst of our border settlements, and others may, and doubtless 
will, follow without molestation by the authorities of the United 
States, unless the State interpose and at once call upon that Gor- 
ernment, in the most solemn manner, to remove these intruders 
from our borders, and to adopt such measures as will prevent 
their return. ‘The right of the State to make such demand has 
been recognised so fully by the authorities at Washington, as to 
present no necessity for an argument in ifs support. And, when 
we recollect that these Indians are mere formidable than those 
properly belonging to Texas, by reason of their acquaintance 
with the use of fire-arms—that the great body of which have 
been induced to migrate from their homes west of the Mississippi 
into Texas, from a dissatisfaction with the climate in which they 
have been forced by the General Government to settle, and find- 
ing bere an exposed frontier, they are readily disposed to gratify 
that revenge characteristic with all Indians upon our exposed cit- 
izens—this fact alone should induce that government to remove 
them, as an act of justice to Texians, if no binding obligations 
existed. 

Secondly, the State of Texas onght to define the boundary of 
a territory, in which the Indians properly belonging to Texas 
may reside, and over which permit the General Government to 
exercise its intercourse laws, etc. Without this consent, these laws 
of the United States can never be enforced and will never be at- 
tempted by that Government: and the result has been and will 
continue, that we will neither have any beneficial policy, protec- 
tion, nor responsibility for losses sustained by our citizens. This 
subject has been fully presented to the Congress of the United 
States. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs in his last annual 
report, in reference to the Indians in Texas, says: “The entire 
want on the part of the General Government of any jurisdiction 
or control over the country occupied by them,” friendly rela- 
tions “ An with any degree of certainty be expected to con- 
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tinue for any length of time; and this department cannot be held 
accountable for any disturbances or difficulties that may occur, 
unless new and more effective arrangements be soon made.” And 
again he says: “ ‘Texas on coming into the Union, retained con- 
trol and jurisdiction over all her public domain, so that none of 
the laws or regulations of our Indian system are in force in her 
limits. The department has, therefore, no power to prevent in- 
trusions into the country oceupied by the Indians, or any trade 
or intercourse with them, of however improper a character they 
may be. Nor is it authorized to encourage the Indians to settle 
down in any particular section or sections of country ; and until 
a particular district or districts shall have been set apart within 
which the General Goveinment will have the same power fo pre- 
vent mtrosions, and to regulate trade and intercourse with them 
as it hasın regard to other Ti.dians on territory of the United 
States, the department should not be held at all responsible for 
the proper and efficient management of our Indian affairs in Tex- 
as.” From which it is obvious to all that no change from the 
present system—so ruinous to Texas—will be made, until our’ 
State shall have come to some action in the premises. The bene- 
ficial results of a strict non-intercourse with these Indians would 
be felt on every part of our border ; and the illicit trade now car- 
ried on only having the effect to encourage the Indians to steal 
and carry off the property of our frontier citizens, would be at 
once broken up, or no excuse would be left by which the depart- 
ment could screen itself from censure, and that Government be 
made responsible for spoliations committed upon the property of 
our citizens. ‘That an extensive trade is carried on, your com- 
mittee do not doubt, from the fact that we have seen a notice 
thereof publicly announced in one of the journals of onr neigh- 
boring State Arkansas. The Fort Smith Herald, ın July last, an- 
nounced the fact that several thousand dollars’ worth of goods 
‘had beu purchased in that place for the Camanche and Apache 
trade by a Mr. Abel Warren, an old and experienced Camanche 
trader, that his object was to purchase mules, and tbat this old 
trader thought he would be able to retnrn to that place this fall 
with five or Six hundred mules to furnish California emigrants 
in the spring, and also holding out an assurance that the Caman- 
che trade would be jarger, and increase, from that point. ‘Thus 
it seems that the Camaniches are to be furnished with supplies of 
warlike implements, and encouraged to pinuder our citizens to en- 
rich this Mr. Warren and the citizens of Fort Smith,—not merely 
by one expedition, but is to continua and increase every year. 
This is not a new business with this Mr. Warren, as our north- 
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western citizens know to their misfortnne. He is the same person 
who established the trading-house on the north side of Red River 
near the upper Cross Timbers, and so well kuown as the head- 
quarters of the thieving bands of Indians who plundered and laid 
waste our frontier a few years ago. This traffic is an outrage to 
which our fiontier citizens have been too long exposed, without 


_ any effort- being made, to suppress it, and nothing but the utmost 


forbearance on their part has prevented them from taking the war 
into their own hands, and exterminating these Indians whenever 
and wherever found ; and it cannot be presumed that this forbear- 
ance will be exercised longer. Therefore, your committee earn- 
estly recommend the passage of the joint resolutions herewith 
submitted. WILLIAM M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman Com. on Ind. Affairs, Ho. of Reps. 


A joint resolution, requiring the Governor to demand of the 
General Government, the immediate removal of all Indians from 
the territory belonging to this State. 

A joint resolution, desiguating a line of posts on the frontier of 
Texas 

Report and joint resolutions laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a bill, defining the time of holding an 
election forthe county seat of the county of Tarrant, and appoint- 
ing a place for holding the courts for said county, until the county 
seat is located ; read fist tine; rule suspended, bill read second 
time and referred to the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Crump of B, introdueed a bill to incorporate the San An- 
tonio Railroad Company ; read first time; rule suspended, bill 
read second time and referred to the cammittee on Internal Im- 
provements. 

Mr. Clements offered the-following resolution, which was laid 
on the table: 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to en- 
quire into the cause why the Governor’s message, ordered by this 
House to be printed in Spanish and German Janguages has not 
been furnished, and report the same forthwith. 

Mr. Lioyd introduced a bill to amend an act entitled an act to 
organize the Supreme Conrt of the State of Texas; read first 
time, and referred to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Lloyd, Stapp, Dickson, Shepard and Smith of R. R. 

Mr. Crump of B., by leave, submitted the petition of Thomas 
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Thomas, praying for relief ; referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Burney introduced a bill to be entitled an act to incorpor- 
ate the Brazos Plank Road Company ; read first time. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
incorporate the Shelby University ; read first time ; rule suspend- 
ed, read second time and referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Winfield introduced the following resolution: 

Whereas, in the opinion of the Legislature of the State of Texas 
in extraordinary session, that the ebjects for which we were as- 
sembled have ceased to exist; therefore, Be it resolved, that the © 
Legislature adjourn sine die, on Wednesday the 28th of the pre- 
sent month. a 

Resolved further, That it is hereby made the cuty of the Go- 
vernor to lay before the people of Texas any proposition coming 
from the United States, or any other quarter, having for its object 
the purchase of the State of Texas or any part thereof, thereby 
relieving the next Legislature from responsibility ; read first time. 

Mr. Gillet introduced a bill proposing to sell a portion of the 
territory belonging to the State of Texas to the United States ; 
read first time. l 

Mr. Stewart introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian Affairs be instructed 
to report a bill creating a sufficient mounted volunteer fo ce for 
frontier protection, whose duty it shall be to drive all the Indians 
from beyond the limits of the State. 

Resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table and to the 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to incorporate the Houston Navigation Company ; read 
second time and referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. 

A bill legalizing the organization of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos 
and Colorado Rail Road Company ; read second time and refer- 
red to the commiitee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company ; read 
second time. 

Mr. Hardeman of Travis moved to amend by striking out the 
name of “Thomas P. Washington,” and inserting John S. Craft, 
in the first Section ; carried. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out the 14th section ; lost. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Stewart moved to take from the Speaker’s table a bill to 
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provide for the organization of the militia of the State, and to 
suppress iusurrection existing in the counties of Worth and San- 
ta Fé ; carried. 

So the bill was taken up and read first time. 

Mr. Johnson moved to lay the bill on the table until the 4th 
day of July next. 

A call of the House was ordered, and the Sergeant-at-arms 
despatched for absent members. 

On motion of Mr, Stewart, Mr. Crump of Austin was excused 
from attendance on the House. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, a further call of the House was sus- 
pended. 

On motion of Mr, Tarrant, the call was renewed. 

The absent members appearing in the Hall, the call of the 
House was suspended, 

Mr. Scott moved to adjourn till 9 o’élock to-morrow morning, 
upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for, and stood 
as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Fields, Polk, Scott and Stapp—5. 

Nays—Messts. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cle- 
ments, Clough, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of T., Holland, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Pace, Reynolds, Runnele, 
Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Red River, Smith 
of Shelby, Speights, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Williams, 
Wilson, Winfield and Wren—38. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Johnson, by leave, withdrew the motion to postpone the 
bill until the 4th of July next. 

Mr. Winfield moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing, upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and stood 
as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clough, 
Cochran, Fields, Jowers, Lott, McKinney, Polk, Seott, Selman, 
Shaw, Speights, Stapp, Tarrant, Williams, Winfield and Wren 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Clements, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacog., Hardeman of Travis, Hol- 
land, Johnson, Lewis, Lioyd, Pace, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, 
Shea, Shepard, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, 
Stewart, Taylor and Wilson— 24. 

So the House refused to adjourn. i 


Mr. Dickson moved to adjourn until 4 o'clock p. m.; lost. 
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_Mr. Dickson moved te postpone the further consideration of the - 
bill until the 3d day of July next. 

The Yeas and nays being called for, stood as follows: - 

Yeas—Messrs. Charlton, Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Johnson, Jowers, McKinney, Speights and Smith of Red River 
Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Bar- 
deman of ‘Travis, Holland, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Wil- 
liams, Wi'son, Wintield and Wren—37. 

So the House refused to sustain the motion fo postpone. 

a Winfield moved to adjourn till 9 o’clock to-morrow morn 
ing; lost. 

Mr. Bogart moved to adjourn until 4 o'clock p. m. ; lost. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar moved to adjourn until 9 o'clock to-mor- 
row morning ; upon which motion the yeas and nays were call- 
ed for, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clem- 
ents, Clough, Crrmp of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Harde- 
man of Travis, Holland, Jowers, Lott, McKinney, Pate, Polk, 
Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Speights, ‘Tarrant, 
Williams, Winfield and Wren— 28. ; 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Cochran, Dickson, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdoches, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, 
Shepard, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor and 
Wilson—17. . 

So the House sustained the motion to adjourn. 


Avsrin, August 28, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 


present. ‘ E 
Absentees— Messrs. Bee, Johnson, McKinney, Selinan, Shea, 
and Stewart. i 


Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Burney submitted the petition of John McLennan, praying 
for relief ; read and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 
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Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report : ; 


COMMITTEE Room, August 28, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Counties and County Boundaries have had 
under consideration, an act defining the time for holding an elec- 
tion for the county seat of the county of Tarrant, and appointing 
a place for holding the courts for said county, until the county 
seat is located ; the committee concurring, instruct me to report 
the bill back to the House without amendment, aad respecttully 
recommend its passage. > 

Report and bill laid on the fable to come up among the orders 
of the day. , 

Mr. Smith of R. R., chairman of aselect committ2e, made 
the following report: 

Commirrer Room, August 28, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 

The select committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
many citizens of the counties of Titus and Red River, praying 
thata charter be granted to James W. Jackson and his associates, 
for the purpose of removing the obstructions to the navigation of 
the Sulphur Fork of Red River, and that the said Jackson and his 
associates have the exclusive privilege of navigating that por- 
tion of the river above the highest point to which keel or steam- 
boats have as yet ascended, for the term of ten years; have had 
the sarne under consideration and instructed me to report the ac- 
companying bill, and recommend its passage. 

A bill to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Navigation Company. 

Pinan and bill laid on the table to come yp among the orders 
of the day. > 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to ehange the time af holding the 
courts in the 8th judicial district ; read first time ; rule suspended, 
bill read second time, and ordered to be engrossed ; rule turther 
suspended, bill read third time and passed, 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House, that the Senate had 
passed a bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for the 
per diem pay and mileage of the members and officers of the Le- 
gislature at the extra session, convened the 12th of August, 1850; 
also, a bill to repeal an act entitled an act to Incorperate Rio 


Grande City, approved January 10, 1850; also, a bill to author- 
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ize the qualified electors of the town of San Augustine, to elect 
corporation officers for the same. 

Mr. Holland introduced a bill to amend an act regulating 
estrays ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


À bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation of money, 
for the erection of a Fire Proof Land Office—Senate’s bill; read 
first time. 

Mr. Fields moved to suspend the rule, thatthe bill be read a 
second time ; lost. ° 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the bill to provide for the organization 
of the militia ofthe State, and to suppress the insurrection exist- 
ing in the counties of Worth and Santa Fe, was taken up ; read 
second time. 

Mr. Scott moved to lay the bill on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for Saturday next, upon which the yeas 
and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Fields, Hardeman 
of N., Towers, McKinney, Polk, Scott, Sterne and Wren— tI. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
Crump of A., Crump of B., Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman 
of T., Holland, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Reynolds, 
Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of R. R., 
Smith of S., Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Williams, 
Wilson and Winfield—35. 

So the House refused to sustain the motion to postpone. _ 

Mr. Bryan offered the following amendment to the 7th section: 
strike out after the words “section 7, be it further enacted,” and 
insert, “that the Governor may command said volunteers in per- 
son; but shall not march them to the connties of Worth and Santa 
Fe to suppress the insurrection and rebellion existing in said 
counties, until the final action of the United States Congress upon 
the question (now before it) ofthe boundary cf Texas; provided, 
said action is had before the first day of March next.” 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the House adjourned until four 
o’elock p. m. a 
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FOUR O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met—roll called—qnorum present. 

Mr. Bryan’s amendment being under consideration, 

Mr. Stapp offered the following amendment to Mr. Bryan’s a- 
mendment, to come in after the word “it” in eighth line: “ for 
the purchase of a portion of the territory ;” accepted. 

Mr, Franklin offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Bry- 
an’s amendment : 

“Sec. 7, Beat further enacted, That so soon as said volnn- 
teers shall be called ont and mustered into the service of the State, 
they shall be marched under the direction of the Governor to any 
point within the limits of the State where insurrection or rebel- 
lion exists: provided, the call for and march of the volunteers shall 
be made and directed by the Governor, as in his judgment under 
the circumstances he may deem advisable. ” 

Substitute rejected. 

Mr. Fields offered the following amendment to Mr. Bryan’s a- 
mendment, which was also rejected : 

“ Strike ont the words ‘may take command of the volunteers 
in person.’ ” 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out the proviso in Mr. Bryan’s amend 
meut, upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and stood 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Dickson, Fields, Mc- 
Kinney, Pace, Scott, Selman and Taylor—10. < 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Coch- 
ven, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Harde- 
man of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Shaw, 
Shea, Shepard, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, 
Sterne, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—33. 

So the House refused to sustain the motion. 

The question then recurring on Mr. Bryan’s amendment, the 
yeas and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

eas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith 
of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, ‘Taylor, 
Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—34. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Dickson, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, McKinney, Scott and Speights—10. 

So the amendment was adopted. 
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Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report, which was received : 


Commirree Room, August 28, 1850. 
‘To Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act to 
mcorporate the Colorado Navigation Company, and also a bill to 
change the time of holding the courtsin the eighth judicial dis- 
trict, ‘and find the same correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the House ad journed until to-morrow 
morning nine o'clock, 


Austin, August 29, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 
Absentees— Messrs. Johnson, McKinney and Stapp. 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
_ Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report : 


Commirrer Room, August 29, 1850. 
‘Fo the Hon. C. G. Keenan, =“ 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives : 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer- 
red the bill to incorporate the San Antonio Railroad Company, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the same back to the Hotisé, and recommend its passage; 
al] of which is respectfully submitted. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Hardeman of T., introduced a bill to amend an aet entitled 
an act to incorporate the city of Austin, passed May 11, 1846 ; 
read first time; rule suspended, bill read second time and refered 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Williams introduced a joint resolution, granting leave of 

absence to the State Treasurer ; read first time; rule suspended, 
resolution read second time and ordered to be engrossed, ` 
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Mr. Lloyd, chairman of select committee; made the following- 
report : 

ComMirTEE Room, August 29, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The special committee to whom was referred, a bill to be en- 
titled an act to organize the Supreme Court of Texas. have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House without amendment, and recommend 
its passage. 

Bill and report laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Speights offered the following resolution, which was laid 
on the table, 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs, be mstrncted 
to report a bill making it the duty of the Governor to lay before 
the people of Texas for their acceptance or rejection, any propo- 
sition coming from the Genera) Government for the purqhase of 
the north.western territory of Texas. 

Resolved further, That all hostile movements against Santa 
Fe, upon the part of this Legislature, be suspended until after final 
action. of the United States Congress is had npon the question ; 
and the vote of the people shall have been taken upon such pro- 
position contemplated in the first section of this resolution, in the 
event of any such proposition being made by the General Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Clements offered the following resoiution : 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs, be instructed 
to prepare and report a bill, prescribing the method by which the 
consent of the State may be given to the formation of a new State 
out of the territory of Texas, and the wishes of the people ascer- 
tained thereon. 

Mr. Taylot moved to lay the resolution on the table, upon 
which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clough, Cach- 
ran, Crump of A.. Crump of B., Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gil- 
let, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, 
Lott, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, 
Shepard, Smith of 8 , Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Taylor, Wilhams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—33, 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Clements, Jowers, McKinney, Selman and 
Smith of R. R.—6. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill making an appropriation to pay 
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balance due for printing the laws in the German language, and 
the report of the joint committee to investigate the offices of 
Treasurer and Comptroller; read first time. 

Mr Franklin moved to take np Mr. Clements’ resolution, im- 
structing the committee on State Affairs to prepare a bill submit- 
ting to the people the subject of forming a new State out of the 
territory of Texas, in order to move its indefinite postponement ; 
motion last, 

On motion, the House proceeded to take up the business on 
the Speaker's table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Russell, a bill to incorporate the Colorado 
Navigation Company, was taken up and read third time. 

The yeas and nays being called for on its final passage, stood 
as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of B., Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., 
Johnson, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea. 
Shepard, Smith of R. R., Smith of S.. Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—3v. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Crump of A., Dickson, Hardeman of 
N., Jowers. Lloyd, Reynolds, Scott, Speights and Wren—10. 

So the bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a bill defining the time of holding 
an election for the county seat of the county of Tarrant, and ap- 
pointing a place for holding the courts for said county until the 
county seat is located, was taken up; read second time, aud or- 
dered to be engrossed ; rule suspended biii read third time and 

assed. 
P On motion of Mr. Crump, a bill to incorporate the San Antonio 
Railroad Company, was taken up; read second time and ordered 
to be engrossed ; rule suspended, read third time. 

The yeas and nays being called for on its final passage, stood 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of B., Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Harde- 
man of T., Holland, Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Russell, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of R. R., Smith of L., Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren 

« Nays—Messts. Franklin, Hardeman of N., Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, 
Reynolds, Runnels and Taylor—8. 
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So the bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives will entertain no 
business of any kind whatever, until the Santa Fe matters are 
disposed of. 

Resolution laid on the table one day for consideration. 

A bill to organize the militia of the State and to suppress the 
insurrection existing in the counties of Worth and Santa Fe, was 


taken up. 

On motion a call of the House was ordered, and the Sergeant- 
at-armis despatched for absent members. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a further call of the House was 
suspended. 

Mr. Runnels offered the following amendment to the bill, 
which was laid on the table: 

“And further provided, that any proposition emanating from 
the Government of the United States shall be submitted to the 
people, for acceptance or rejection; and that in the event such 
shall not be concurred in by the people of Texas, then and in 
that case, the Governor shall be required to submit to the General 
Government for their acceptance, the following, to wit: The 
boundary of Texas to begin where the parallel of 36 deg. 30 
min, of north latitude intersects the 100 deg. of longitude west 
of Greenwich; to run thence due west with said line to the 103 
deg. of west longitude ; thence due south to the parallel of 35 deg. 
of north latitude; thence due west to the Rio Grande, for the 
sum of ten millions of dollars” - 

Mr. Dickson offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Run- 
nels amendment : 

Strike out after the word “provided,” in 7th section, and insert: 
“ that the troops proposed to be raised by the provisions of this 
bill, shall in no event be marched to the connties of Worth and 
Santa Fe, until it becomes apparent to his Excellency, the Go- 
vernor of the State, that no amicable arrangement can be made 
with the United States Government for the adjustment of the ex- 
isting difficulty ; and provided further, that the government of the 
United States, does nat admit the existence of a State government 
formed out of, nor establish a Territorial government within that 
portion ofthe State of Texas. And it shal! be, and is hereby 
made the duty of his Excellency, the Governor, to submit to the 
people of the State,any and all propositions made for the purchase 
of any portion of the territory of Texas, for their acceptance or 
fejection, by proclamation, with the proposition annexed—at 
which elestion all persons competent and qualified to vote for 
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Representatives, shall be entitled to vote; and which election 
shail be conducted in all respects in conformity to the laws regu- 
lating elections generally throughout the State—duplicate copies 
of which shall be made out, and after beiug certified to by the 
Clief Justice, one shall be transmitted to the Secretary of State, 
and one delivered to the representative in the State Legislature 
of snch county where the election may be held.” 

Mr. Tarrant moved to lay the amendment of Mr. Runnels, to- 
gether with the substitute offered by Mr. Dickson on the table; 
upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for, and stood 
as follows : 

Yeas —Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Clements, Clough, Crump of A, 
Crump of B, Franklin, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of ‘l’., Hol- 
land, Lewis, Lioyd, Reynoids, Russell, Selman, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith ofS., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson, Wan- 
field and Vrren—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson. Fields, Gillet, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, MeKinney, Pace, 
Polk, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Speights, Sterne and 
Taylor—21. 

So the motion was sustained. 

Mr. Bryan moved to engross the bill. 

Mr. Cochran offered the {clewiug amendment, to come in as 
an additronal section : 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, Thatshould the United States 
at its preseat session, make to the State of Texas, a proposition to 
buy any portion of the territory belonging to this State, it shall 
be the duty of the Governor of this State to place the same be- 
fore the legal voters of the State for their ratification or rejection, 
and should said proposition be ratified and accepted by the voters 
of this State, then and in that ease, the army herein provided for 
shall not be raised. 

Mr. Dickson moved to strike out the words “present session,” 
in second line. 

Mr. Gillet moved to lay the amendment on the table. 

On motion, a call of the House was ordered, and the Sergeant- 
at-arms dispatched for absent members. 

The absent members appeariug in the Hall, on motion of Mr. 
Taylor, a further call of the House was suspended. 

The yeas and nays being called for on the motion of Mr. Gil- 
jet, to lay the amendment on the table, stood as follows: 

Yeas-—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clongh, Cramp 
A., Cramp of B, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of 
T., Holland, Lewis, Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Shepard, Smith of 
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S., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and 
Wren —25. 

Nays--Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, 
Fields, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Polk. 
Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, South of R. R.. Speights, Sterne 
and Taylor--21. 

So the motion was snstained. 

Mr. Taylor moved to lay the bill on the table, and make it the 
special order for 4 o'clock p. m.; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the resolutions offered by himself. 
Mr. Dickson and Mr. Ccchran, as amendments to the bill last un- 
der consideration, were taken from the table and referred to a se- 
lect comihiltee consisting of Messrs. Lewis, Williams and Bry- 
an, With instructions to report a bill incorporating the principles 
contained therein, to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until three o’ 


clock p. m, 
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THREE o’Crock, P. M. 

House met—rol called- quorum present. 

A bill, from the Senate, making an appropriation for the mile- 
age and per diem pay of the members and officers of the extra 
session of the Legislature, etc., was, on motion of Mr. Dickson. 
taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was suspended and bill 


read second time. 
On motion, rule further suspended, bill read third time and pass- 


Qn motion, the Senate’s bill making an appropriation of mon- 
ey for the erection of a fireproof landoffice, was taken up and 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, “15,000” was stricken out and 12,000 
inserted. 

Mr. Gillet offered the following amendment, which was adopt- 
ed: 

‘Strike out all of the first section after the word “necessary, ” 
in the fourth line, to the word “to” in the seventh line of same 
section, and insert * outof any money which may come into the 
Treasury from the sale of the lots belonging to the State, in the 
city of Austin.” 
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Mr. Sterne moved to strike out “ $12,000 ;” carried. 

Mr. McKinsey moved to fill the blank with $15,000 ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the blank was filled with $10,000. 

Mr. Shepard offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted: , , 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of the 
Landoffice be and he is hereby authorized to use any note or notes 
that may be hereafter given for the purchase of pull c lots in the , 
city of Austin, in paying for the erection of the buiiding contem- 
plated : provided, said notes can be used at par. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and bill read third time and 

assed. 
P A bill making appropriation to meet the current expenses of 
the State Penitentiary for the year 1850 ; read second ume. 

Mr. Taylor moved to recommit the bill to the Finance commit- 
tee; lost. 

Mr. Fields offered the following amendment : 

Add at the end of first section the following: “for the support 
ef the Penitentiary,” and strike out section 2. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill and amendment were laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made tlre following report : 

CommirTee Room, August 29, 1850. 
Hon. ©. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Emgrossed bills have examined an act to 
define the time for holding an election for the connty seat of Tar- 
rant, and appointing a place for holding the courts for said coun- 
ty until the county seat is located, and find the same correctly 
engrossed. | 

The bill to provide for the organization of the militia of the 
State, and to suppress the insurrection existing in the counties of 
Worth and Santa Fé, being the special order for four o’clock, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Dickson offered the following amendment : 

Strike out all after the word “provided,” in the seventh sec- 
uon, and insert: ‘hat the troops proposed to be raised by the pro- 
visions of this bill, shall in no event be marched to the counties 
of Worth and Santa Fé until all efforts by honorable negotiation 
with the United States for the settlement of existing difficulties 
have failed and the American Congress determine to dismember 
the State of Texas, without the consent of her people and Gov- 
ernment. 


8i 


On motion, a call of the*House was ordered, and the Sergeant- 
at-Arms despatched for absentees. 

On motion, a further call of the House was suspended. 

The yeas and nays being called for on the adoption of Mr. 
Dickson’s amendment, stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Charlton, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, M’Kinney Pace, Polk, Scott, Sel- 
man, Smith of Red River, Speights, Sterge, Taylor, Williams 
and Wren—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker; Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Crump of Anstin, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, 
Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lloyd, Lott, Reynolds, Runnels, 
Russell, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Wilson and Winfield—26. 

So the amendment was rejeeted. 

Mr. Shepard moved to strike out the word “ three” in the first 
section, fourth line, and insert one ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the word “three” was stricken out, 
and two inserted. 

Mr. Jowers moved to lay the bill on the table for the present, 


upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as fol- 


lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Chariton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, 
M’Kinney, Pace, Polk, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Red River, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Taylor and Wren—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bi yan, Clements, Clough, Crump of Aus- 
tin, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of ‘Travis, 
Holland, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Reynolds, Runnels, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson and Win- 
feld—23. 

So the House refttsed to sustain the motion. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until nine 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Austin, August 30, 1850. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 
Absentees— Messrs. Bee, Franklin, Johnson, Lewis, Pace, Stapp 
and Stewart. 
Mr. four submitted the petition of James Campbell, pray- 
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ing for relief ; referred to the committ& on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. Franklin submitted the petition of, John BR. Maemurdo, 
praying for the passage of a law, authorizing the proper officer 
to issue to him duplicate evidences of indebtedness, ete,; referred 
to the committee on the Publie Debt. - 
Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, August 29, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, : 
Npeaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill to incorporate the Houston Navigation Company, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the bill back to the House without amendment, and 
respectfully recommend its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
ofthe day. _ 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


Comuitres Room, August 30, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a joint 
resolution granting leave of absence to the Treasfirer of the 
State, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
Report received. 


Mr. Lloyd, chairman of the committee on Reads, Bridges and 
Ferries, to who.n was referred the petition of a large number of 
citizens of the counties of Nacogdoches and Cherokee, praying 
that a charter may be granted to James H. Durst, to construct a 
turnpike road, and erect bridges across the Angelina and through 
said river bottom, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report: That a majority of the committee 
are well acquainted with the facts set forth in the petition—that 
one of the obstructions in the transportation of the mails from 
Eastern to Western Texas, is met with at the Angelina river, 
ahd the low lands adjoining it; and that it is utterly impossible 
for the few citizens compelled to work on said road, to keep it 
in order. Your committee have therefore drafted the accompa- 
nying bill for the consideration of the House, and respectfully 
recommend its passage. 
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A bill to incorporate thf Angelina Bridge and Turnpike Com- 
pany ; read 1st time. 

Mr. Willrams, chairman of select committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 


Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The special committee to whom was referred the subject of 
submitting any propositions that may be made by the General 
Government of the United States for the purchase of a portion of 
the north-western territory of this State, as also, the subject of 
making a proposition for the cession of a portion of said territory, 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to report 
the bills herewith, . ` : Z 

The committee deem it inexpedient to couple the matters re- 
ferred to in one and the same bill, for the reason that the propo- 
sitios are separate and distinct, and the sense of the House can 
be more fully determined by two bills than by one. 

A bill requiring the Governor of this State to submit any pro- 
position that may be made by the Government of the United 
States to the State of Texas for the purchase of a portion of her 
north-western territory, to the people; read first time. 

A bill to sell a portion of Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Wren moved to suspend the rule, in order to take up the 
bill just reported by the select committee—requiring the Gover- 
nor to submit any proposition that may be made by the Govern- 
ment of the United States to the State of Texas for the purchase 
of a portion ot her territory, to the people. 

Lost. 

Mr, Franklin introduced a bill to change an appropriation 
therein named, for the contingent expenses of the Extra Session 
of the Legislature for the year 1850; read first time. 

On motion, the House proceeded to take up the business on 
the Speaker's table, and to the 


CommitTrEs Room, August 30, 1850. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Holland, the resolution declaring that the 
House would entertain no business of any kind, until the Santa 
Fe matters were disposed of, was taken up and read second 
time. 

Mr. Scott moved to lay the resolution on the table, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows: - 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Cle- 
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ments, Cochran, Jowers, Lewis, Lof Lott, Polk, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shepaid, Smith of S., Sterne, Tarrant, Williams, Winfield 
and Wren—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clough. Crump of A., Crump of B., 
Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of N.,* Hardeman of T., 
Holland, Johnson, McKinney, Pace, Reynolds, Runnels, Rus- 
sell, Shaw, Shea, Smith of R. R., Speights, Stewart, Taylor and 
Wilson—23. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. Wilhams moved to amend, by adding “and such other 
business as may be recommended by the Governor, and passed 
by the Senate.” 

Adopted. 

, Mr. Smith of R. R., moved the rejection of the resolution. 

Carried. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senafe had 
passed a biil to define the. time of holding tie courts in the 
third judicial“ district, originating in the House of Representa- 
tives; also an act to repeal the tlird and fourth sections of an 
act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Jefferson, approved 
March the 20th, 1848, and a joint resolution to adjourn sine die 
on Tuesday the third day of September next. 

A bill to organize the militia of the State, and to suppress the 
insurrection existing in the counties of Worth and Santa Fe. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment, as a substitute 
for fourth section: Be it further enacted, ‘That the said volun- 
teers shall each receive for their services, twelve hundred and 
eighty acres of land. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Tarrant moved the engrossment of the bill, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Cle- 
ments, Clough, Cochran, Crump of A., Crump of B., Franklin, 

Gillet, Hardeman of T., Holland, Jowers, Lewis, Lott, Lloyd, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of S., ~ 
Stap, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson and Win- 
field —32. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of N., 
Johnson, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Scott, Selman, Smith of R. R., 
Speights, Taylor and Wren—14. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the bill requiring the Governor of 
the State to submit any proposition that may be made by the 
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Government of the United States to the State of Texas for the 
purchase of a portion of her north-western territory, to the peo- 
ple, was taken up, and read second time. 

Mr. Gillet offered the following amendment: Strike out the 
words “directed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives,” 
in Second section, twelfth line. 

After the word “Legislature” in fourth section, fourth line, in- 
sert “provided, however, that if the returns of said election as 
forwarded to the Secretary of State, should show a majority of 
votes against the proposition, then it shall be the duty of the 
Governor to notify the Executive of the United States that the 
proposition is rejected.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Nr. Tarrant moved to engross the bill. 

On motion, a call of the House was ordered, and Sergeant-at- 
arms despatched for absent members. 

The absent members appearing in the Hall, on motion, a fur- 
ther call of the House was suspended. 

The question being upon the motion of Mr. Tarrant, to en- 
gross the bill, the yeas anil nays were called for, and stood as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charl- 
ton, Clements, Cochran, Crump of A., Dickson, Fields, Gillet, 
Hardeman of N., Hardeman of Ty Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, 
Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of R. R., 
Smith of S., Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, 
Wyliams, Winfield and Wren—42. 

Nays—Messrs. Crump of B., Franklin and Wilson—3. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’elock, P. M. 


= — 


3 o'clock, P. M. 

House met—roll called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Clongh, the resolution of the Senate, to ad- 

| journ sine die on Tuesday the third of September next, was 
taken up and read first time. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to lay the resolution on the table until 10 
o'clock on Tuesday next ; on which the yeas and nays were call- 
ed and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messts. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Cochran, Fields, 
Franklin, Holland, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Polk, 
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Reynolds, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Sea, Smith of S., Sterne, 
"Tarrant, Williams and Wren—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Clough, Crump of A., Dick- 
son, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Johnson, Runnels, Scott, 
Smith of R. R., Speights, Stewart, Taylor and Wilson—15. 

So the Motion was sustained. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the vote passing the bill making 
an appropriation for the per diem pay and mireage of the mem- 
bers and officers of the Legislature at the extra session convened 
the 12th of August, 1850, was reconsidered ; and the Chief Clerk 
instructed to request of the Hon. Senate, that the bill be returned 
to the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Franklin introduced a bill to create a Board of Land Com- 
missioners for the counties of Santa Fe and Worth; read first 
time. 

A joint resolution requiring the Governor to demand of the 
General Government, the immediate removal of all Indians be- 
yond the limits of the State ; read second time and ordered to be 
engrossed—ruje further suspended—bill read third time and 

assed 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill to change the names of Helen 
Bass and Clara Bass, to that of Helen Menard and Clara Menard, 
in which all rules had been suspended, and a like suspension re- 
quested on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill to change the names of 
Helen Bass, Clara Bass, ete., just reported from the Senate, was 
taken up, and read first time—rule suspended—read second 
time and passed to third reading—rule further suspended—read 
third time and passed. 

A joint resolution designating a line of posts on the frontier 
of ‘Texas, read second time and ordered to be engrossed—rule 
suspended—read third time and passed. : 

The Senate’s bill, to authorize the qualified electors of the 
town of San Augustine to elect corporation officers for the same, 
read first time—rule suspended—read second time. 

Mr. Polk offered the following amendment: after the word 
“next” in seventh line, Insert “and annually thereafter, aceording 
to the provisions of the third section of the act to incorporate 
the town of San Augustine; and in case no election shall be 
had, at the time specified, then at as early a period thereafter as 
practicable.” Adopted. 

On motion, rule further suspended—bill read third time and 


passed. 
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On motion of Mr. Clements, the Senate bill to repeal an act 
entitled an act to incorporate Rio Grande City, approved Janu- 
ary 10, 1850, was taken up and read first time—rule suspended-- 
read second time aud passed to third reading—rule further sus- 
pended—bill read third time and passed. 

A bill legalizing the organization of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos 
and Colorado Rail Road Company ; read second time and ordered 
to be engrossed—rule suspended—bill read third time and. 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, a bill to amend an aet entitled an 
act to organize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, was 
taken up and. read second time. 

Mr. Hardeman of Travis, offered the following amendment, 
which was adopted : 

“Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, hat all suits in which the 
State is a party, shall be tried at the seat of Government.” 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, a call of the House was ordered, 
and the Sergeant-at-arms despatched for absent members. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, Messrs. Hardeman of N., and Polk, 
were excused from attendance on the House this evening. 

On motion, Mr.Crump of Bexar was excused from attendance 
on the House this evening. 

On motion, a further call of the House was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the bill was laid on the table, 

Mr. Smith of R. R., one of the committee on the Judiziary, 
made the following report : 

Commirrse Room, Aug. 30, 1859. 
Hon. O. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 
to amend an act to incorporate the City of Austin, passed May 
Lith, 1846, have had the same under consideration, and instruct 
me to report the accompanyiug substitute, and recommend its 
passage. l 

Read first time—rule suspended—read second time, and sub- 
stitute adopted. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following amendment, to come in 
after the word “real” in last line first section : “provided, that the 
revenue so collected, shall be applied to no other purpose than 
that of the cleansing and improvement of the streets, side-walks, 
alleys, ete.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Franklin moved to amend, by inserting at the end of the 
foregoing amendment, “and the roads leading to the city, to the 
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distance of six miles from the city ;” which, after some remarks 
by several gentlemen, was withdrawn. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of T., rale suspended—bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Holland, a bill to amend an act regulating 
estrays, was taken up, read second time and laid on the table. 

The Speaker announced that he had received a communication 
from the Comptroller of Public Accounts, which on motion, was 
taken up and read as follows: 

* * See Appendix. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, a bill to provide for the organization 
of the militia of the State of Texas, ete., was taken up and read 
third time. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the bill was laid on the table for 
the present. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, returning, in accordance with the request of 
the House, the bill making appropriation for the mileage and per 
diem pay of the officers and members of the extra session of the 
Legislature convened on the 12th of August, 1850. 

Mr. Franklin moved to suspend the rule, in order to take up 
the bill to create a Board of Land Commissioners in the counties 
of Santa Fe and Worth, upon which the yeas and nays were 
called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of A., Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Holland, 
Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Reynolds, Russell, Shaw, 
Shea, Shepard, Smith of S., Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Taylor, Wilson and Winfield —29. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of N., 
Johnson, Jowers, Scott, Smith of R. R., Sterne and Wren—10. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Winfield moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. Lost. 

On motion of Mr, Dickson, a bill to provide for the assessing 
and collecting the direct tax for special purposes, imposed by the 
act passed at the Special Session of the Legislature of ‘Texas, etc., 
was taken up and read first time. 

Mr. Wilson moved to-suspend the rule, in order to place the 
bill ou its second reading, upon which the yeas and nays were 
called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Charlton, Crump of A., Dickson, 
Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Holland, Lewis, Lloyd, 
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Lott, Reynolds, Russell, Shepard, Smith of S., Stapp, Stewart, 
‘Tarrant, Taylor, Williams, Wilson and Wren—24. l 

Nays—-Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Barney, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, McKinney, Pace, 
Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Speights, Sterne and Win- 
field—18. 

So the motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the House adjourned until 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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Austin, August 31, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum pre- 
sent. s 
Absentees—Messrs : Bee, Clough, Crump of Bexar, Lewis, 
Pace and Shea. i 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Holland submited ‘the petition of Aquilla Brinkley, pray- 
ing for relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Hen- 
derson county, praying that a certain portion of Henderson coun- 
_ty be attached to the county of Kaufman ; referred to the com- 
mittee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, made the 
following report: 

Commitrree Room, August 31, 1850. 
To the Hon. Coarztes G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Education have examined a bill to be enti- 
tled an act to incorporate the Shelby University, and find no ob- 
jection to the same. 

Report and bill laid upon the table to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report, which was received : 

f f COMMITTEE Room, August 31, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act to m- 
corporate the San Antonio Rail Road Company ; also, a bill for 
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the organization of the militia of the State and to suppress the in- 
surrection existing in the counties of Worth and Santa Fé ; and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a joint resolution for the relief of James 
O. Rice ; read first time. i 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a resolution, as follows, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be requested 
to report upon a bill referred to that committee, entitled an act to 
authorize the clerk of the county court of Navarre county to 
transcribe certain records therein named, on Monday the 2d of 
September next. , 

Mr. Sterne introdgeed a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
the city of Nacogdoches to elect corporation officers ; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House proceeded to take up 
the business on the Speakers’s table and to the 
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A joint resolution granting leave of absence to the State Frea- 
surer ; read third time. 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the resolution on the table; lost. — 

The question recurring on the final passage of the resolution, 
the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messsrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Chariton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of Austin, Dickson, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lott, McKinney, Pace, 
Russell, Scott, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant 
Taylor, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—26. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Fields, Franklin, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Reynolds, Selman, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Red River, 
Speights, Stapp and Wren— 14. 

So the resolution passed. : 

A bill to organize the militia of the State, and to suppress the 
insurrection in the counties of Worth and Santa Fè ; read third 
time. 

Mr. Fields moved to lay the bill on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for ten o'clock on Tuesday next. 

A call of the Honse was ordered, and the Sergeant-at-arms 


despatched for absent members. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, a further call of the House was sus- 
pended. a 
The question being on Mr. Fields’ motion to postpone the bill 
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until Tuesday next, the yeas and nays were called for, and re- 
sulted as follows; 

Yeas—-Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Fields, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, M’Kinney, Pace, Polk, Scott, 
Selman, Shaw, Speights, Sterne and Wren—17. 

Nuys—Messrs, Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
Crump of Austic, Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Tra- 
vis, Holland, Lioyd, Lott, Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Taylor, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—26. 

So the motion was rejected. 

A. message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the Honse that the Senate had 
passed a bill making an appropriation for the building of a fire- 
proof landoffice, originating in the House of Representatives, 
with am amendment. ~ 

The bill to provide for the organization of the militia, ete , be- 
ing still under consideration, 

Mr. Clements moved to lay the bill on the table until 4 o'clock, 
p. m., upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as 
follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, 
McKinney, Pace, Polk, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red Riv- 
er, Speights, Sterne and Wren—21. 

Nays--Megsrs. Speaker, Bryan, Clough, Crump of Austin, 
Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lloyd, 
Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stew- 
art, Tarrant, Taylor, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—22. 

So the motion was lost. 

The question then recnrring on the final passage of the bill, 
the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messts, Speaker, Bogart, Bryan. Burney, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Crimp of Austin, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of ‘Travis, 
Holland, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, 
Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Williams, Wilson and Winfield 29. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Chariton, Clements, Diekson, Fields, Har- 
deman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Smith 
of Red River, Speights, Sterne, Taylor and Wren—-18. 

So the bill passed. 

On motion, the bill making an appropriation for the erection of 
a fireproof landoffice, with an amendment by the Senate, was ta- 
ken up, and the amendment of the Senate concurred in. 
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A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had pas- 
sed a bill for the relief of James Hall, administrator of Richard 
Hall, deceased, in which all rules had been suspended ; a bill 
making an appropriation for the constiuction of the Penitentiary ; 
a bill supplementary to an act to secure to all actual settlers with- 
in the limits of Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are enti- 
tled as colonists ; and a bill to authouize the sale of Austin City 
lots and the tract adjoining. 

<7 On motion of Mr. Taylor,a bill to levy and cdllect a direct 
' tax for special purposes, was taken up and read first time. 
t On motion, rule suspended, and bill read second time. 

Mr. Franklin moved to fill the blank with 100 per cent. 7 

On motion, a call of the House was ordered, and the Sergeant- 
at-arms despatched for absent members. ; 

Mr. Bogart moved to suspend the call ; lost. 

Mr. Stapp moved to adjourn till 3 o’clock p. m. 

The Chair decided the motion out of order. 

Mr. Taylor moved to suspend a further call of the House ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, Mr. Crump of Bexar was excused from 
attendance on the House. 

Mr. Johnson moved to suspend a further call of the House; lost. 

A motion was made to adjourn, and decided out of order. 

On motion of Mr. 'Farrant, a further call of the House was 
suspended. . 

The question being on Mr. Franklin’s amendment to fill the 
blank with one hundred per cent., the yeas and nays were called 
for, and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Franklin, Gillet, 
Hardeman of T., Holland, Johnson, Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Russell, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of S., Stapp, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—24. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran. 
Crump of A., Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of N., Jowets, Lloyd, 
Pace, Polk, Scott, Selman, Smith of R. R., Speights, Sterne, Tay- 
ior and Wren—20. 

So the motion was carried. 

Mr. Taylor moved to strike out the second section. 

Mr. Shepard offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Tay- 
lor’s amendment, which was accepted by Mr. Taylor: “provided 
that said tax shall not be assessed or collected if a proposition is 
made by the Government of the United States, before the first day 
of March next, to purchase a portion of our territory, until that 
proposition is passed upon by the people of ‘Texas ; and, provided 
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further, that said tax shall not be asse-sed or collected at all, if 
said proposition is accepted by the people ;” substitute adopted. 

Mr. Lott moved that the House adjourn unul 3 o'clock p. m.; 
lost. . 

Mr. Holland moved the erigross.nent of the bill, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Holland, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Reynolds, Runnels, Rus- 
sell, Scott, Selman, Shepard, Smith of S., Stapp, Stewart, Tar- 
rant, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—30. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Crump of A., Dickson, Fields, Hard- 
eman of N, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Shaw, Smith of R. R., 
Speights, Sterne, Taylor and Wren—14. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed.. 

Mr. Sterne moved to adjourn until 4 o'clock, p. m. ; lost. 

Mr.-Holland moved that the rule be further suspended, in or- 
der that the bill might be placed upon its third and final reading ; 
upon which the yeas and nays were calied for, and stood thus : 

‘Yeas—Messrs, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of A., Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of T., Holland, Reynolds, Russell, Shepard, 
Smith of S., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Wilson and Win- 
field —18. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, 
Cochran, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, 
Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Speights, Sterne, Williams and 
Wren—26. 

So the motion to suspend the rules was lots. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the bill to create a board of land 
commissioners for the counties of Worth and Santa Fe was taken 
up, and made the special order of the day for 3 o’clock, p. m. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


—d 


Three o’clock, p. m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—no quorum 
present—Sergeant-at-arms despatched for absent members—ab- 
sent members appearing in the Hall—quorum present, 

A bill to create a board of land commissioners for the coun- 
ties of Worth and Santa Fe, being the special order for this hour, 
was read second time. 


or 
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Mr. Bryan, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 
Commirree Room, August 31, 1850. 


Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House af Representatives : 


The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined and 
find correctly enrolled, a bill entitled an act to change the names 
of Helen Bass and Clara Bass,to that of Helen Menard and Clara 
Menard on certain conditions—which originated in the Senate— 
and has this day been presented to the Speaker of the Honse, 
President of the Senate, and to his sxcelleney, for their signatures, 

On motion of Mr. Wren, the bill creating a board of land 
commissioners for the counties of Worth and Santa Fe, was laid 
on the table for the present. 

On motion, the bill making an appropriation for the per diem 
pay and mileage of the members and officers of the Legislature, 
at the extra session, convened on the 12th of August, L850, was 
taken up. 

On motion, the vote passing the bill, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment : after the word 
“per diem” in the 8th line, Ist section, strike aut the words “as 
members at the” and insert, “pay as the officers and members re- 
ceived at the 1st session of the 3d Legislature for this ;” upon’ 
which the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Cochran, 
Crump of A., Franklin, Hardeman of T., Holland, Johnson, 
Jowers, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, 
Shaw, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Taylor, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—29. 

Nays— Messrs. Charlton, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of 
N., Lloyd, Stapp and Wren—8. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, was suspended : bill read third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 

i Commitree Room, August 31, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the aet to de- 
fine the time of holding the courts in the third judicial district, 
and find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed by 


the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and President of the 
Senate, was this day presented to his Excellency, the Governor of 
the State, for his approval. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill to be entitled an act, requiring 
the Governor to submit any proposition made by the General 
Government for the purchase of the north-western territory to the 
voters of this State, just reported from the Senate, was taken up 
and read first time; rale suspended, bill read second time. 

Mr. Gillet offered the following amendment: in 5th line, 4th 
section, strike out the words, “at shall be the duty of,” and insert 
in the 6th line of said section, after the word “Governor,” the fol- 
lowing: “be and he is hereby requested,” upon which the yeas 
and nays were called for, and stood as follows: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Spcaker, Bryan, Burney, Crump of A., Fields, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Holland, Lloyd, McKinney, 
Pace, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith of S., Stapp, Sterne, 
Tarraat, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—- 24. 

Nays--Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, Dickson, 
Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, Lott, Scott, Smith of R, R, 
Speights, Stewart and Taylor--14, 

So the amendment was adopted. 

-On motion, rule further suspended, bill read third time, and the 
yeas and nays being called for on its final passage, stood thus: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Cochran, Crump of A., Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of N., 
Hardeman of T., Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKin- 
ney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russel], Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shepard, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Speights, Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Taylor, Williams, Winfield and Wren---37, 

Nays----Messrs. Clough, Franklin and Wilson----3. 

So the bill passed. ! 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had pas- 
sed a bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company, with 
an amendment; and also, a joint resolution for the relief of the 
heirs of -Louis P. Cooke, deceased ; in whith all rules had been 
suspended. 

On motion, the bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation 
Company was taken up, and the amendment of the Senate con- 
curred In. ` 

On motion, a bill to authorize and require county courts to is- 
sue unconditional certificates in certain caSes, with amendments ` 
of the Senate, was taken up, and amendments concurred in. 

On motion, a bill to create a board of land commissioners for 
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the counties of Santa Fé and Worth was taken up, and read sec- 
tion by section. 

Mr. M’Kinney offered the following amendment to the first sec- 
tion, to come in after the word “individuals,” fourth line: “at 
least two of whom shall understand the Spanish language;” adopt- 
ed. | 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out “the 19th December, 1836,” 
and insert “14th November, 1835,” in third section ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the 4th section was stricken out. 

Mr. Wren offered a substitute for the bill. 

The yeas and nays being called for on its adoption, stood as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Hardeman of Nacegdoches, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Selman, 
Shaw, Shepard, Speights, Sterne, Taylor and Wren—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Cramp of Austin, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, McKinney Rus- 
sell, Scott, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, 
Wilson and Winfield—-21. 

So the substitute was rejected. ; 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had pas- 
sed a bill, to incorporate the First Presbyterian Church, in Hous- 
ton. 

Mr. Fields offered the following additional section to the bill 
under consideration, which was adopted : 

Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, That said commissioners 
shall not be appointed until the first day of March, 1851. 

Mr. McKinney moved to strike out the word “ reside ” wherev- 
er it occurs; carried. 

Mr. Lloyd moved a further suspension of the rule, that the bill 
might be placed on its third and final reading. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

On motion, the cal] was suspended. 

On motion, the bill was laid on the table till Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a bill supplementary to an act to se- 
cure to all actual settlers within the limits of Peters’ colony the 
lands to which they are entitled as colonists, from the Senate: 
read first time ; tule suspended, read second time. l 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment: x 

Strike outin fourth and fifth lines, first section, the words “oth- 
erwise appropriated,” and insert within the alternate sections “re- 
served by the contract.” i ' 

On motion of Mr, Scott, the House adjourned until nine o’clock 


Monday morning. 
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Austin, September 2, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

Absentees: Messrs. Bee, Clough, Johnson, Reynolds, Runnels, 
Shepard, Tarrant and Winfield. 

Journal of Saturday read and adopted. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report, which was accepted : 


CommITTEE Room, Sept. 2, 1850. 
Hon, Cuarites G. KEENAN, ; . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : ` 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act requiring the Governor to submit any proposition 
made by the General Government for the purchase of the north- 
westefn territory, to the voters of the State ; also, a joint resolu- 
tion requiring the Governor to demand of the General Govern- 
ment the removal of all Indians from territory belonging to this 
State ; also, am act to amend an act to incorporate the city of 
Austin, passed May 15, 1846 ; also, a joint resolution designating 
a line of posts on the frontier of Texas ; also, an act legalizing 
the organization of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Rail 
Road Company ; and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report, which was accepted : 


Commirrer Room, Sept. 2, 1850. 
T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, DER 
Speaker of the House of” Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined ar. act to in- 
corporate thè Colorado Navigation Company, and find the same 
correctly enrolled, and having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and President pro tem. of the Senate, 
was this day transmitted to His Excellency the Governor of the 
State for his approval. 

Mr. Wren introduced the following resolution: . 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the number 
oi copies of the several newspapers subscribed for by the House 
continue to be taken and sent fo members until the entire debates 
and journals shall have been published : ptovided, the time shall 
not exceed two weeks from and after the adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, all that portion of the resolution af- 
ter the Sle ë published ” in fourth line, was stricken out. 
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A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had pas- 
sed a bill supplementary fo an act to perfect the land titles in 
Castro’s colony, approved January 22, 1850, with an amendment ; 
a bill to define the time of,halding an election for the county seat 
of the county of Tarrant, and appointing a place for holding the 
courts for said county until the county seat is located; also, a bill 
to authorize the people of Fails county to locate the county seat 
of said county, originating in the Senate, on which all rules had 
been suspended ; also, a bill for the relief of David Andrews, ori- 
ginating in the Senate ; also,a bill to Le entitled an act to change 
the names of certain persons thetein named ; and, also, that the 
Senate had appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Van Der- 
lip, McRae, Portis and Burleson, to confer with Gen. G. M. 
Brooke, upon the subject of establishing a line of posts on the 
frontier of Texas, and requested the appointment of a like com- 
mittee on the part of the House. uf 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the House proceeded fo take up fhe 
business on the Speaker's table and to the 
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A hill supplementary to an act to secure to all actual settlers 
within the limits of Peters’ colony the lands to which they are 
entitled as colonists. 

Mr. Scott’s amendment to the bill being under consideration, 

Mr. M’Kinney offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Scotts amendment, which was accepted : 

Sec, 2. Beit further enacted, That in all cases where the 
conditions of the contract have been complied with, and there 
exists no disagreement between the colonists and contractors, the 
commissioner of the General Landoffice shall issue patents to the 
patties for the amount of land to which they are respectively en- 
titled under the provisions of the contract: provided, thatin no 
ease shall patents issue to the alternate sections reserved by said 
contract, or any portion thereof: and further provided, that the 
provisions of this act, reserving the alternate sections, shall not 
be so construed as to prevent patents from issuing to parties who 
had settled on said sections prior to the coutract of Peters and 
his associates with the Republic of Texas, and have not hereto- 
fore acknowledged themselves as colonists of said colony. 

Mr. Lewis moved to refer the bill to the Judiciary committee, 
upon which the yeas and nays were called for,and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs, Speaker, Bryan, Crump of Austin, Crump of 
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Bexar, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, 
M’Kinney, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith of Shelby, Speights and Stapp—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Barney, Charlton, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Dickson, Franklin, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, 
Pace, Selman, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Wiiliams, Wilson 
and Wren—23. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Shepard moved to refer the bill to a special committee ; 
lost. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Me- 
Kinney’s amendment : 

Sec. 23. Beit further enacted, That any certificate which has 
been or may be issued contrary to the ingent and meaning of said 
act, to which this is supplementary, and gach and every survey, 
which has been or may be made in virtue of such certificate, and 
each and every patent which may be issued in virtue thereof, and 
every sale and transfer of said unauthorized certificates, and of 
the land located under the same, 1s, and shall be, null and void, 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as 
follows: 

‘Yeas-—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman of Travis, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, 
Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Sterne, Tarrant, Williams and Wren—26. 

Nays— Messrs. Charlton, Dickson, Johnson, McKinney, Rey- 
nolds, Russell, Scott, Shea, Speights, Stapp, Stewart and Taylor 
—12. 

So the substitute was adopted. ` 

Mr. Bogart moved to suspend the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, in order to place the bill on its third and 
final reading, upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and 
stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bogart. Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Jow- 
ers, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Selman, Shepard, Smith of Red River, 
see of Shelby, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor, Williams ard Wren 
—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Charlton, Clough, Dickson, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Lewis, McKinney, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, 
Scott, Shaw, Shea, Speights, Stapp, Stewart and Wilson—17. 

So the Honse refused to suspend the rule. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
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tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had con- 
curred in the amendment of the House to a bill to autborize the 
qualified electors of the town of San Augustine to elect corpora- 
tion officers; and that they had passed a bill to incorporate the 
San Antonio Rail Road Company ; and also, that the Senate re- 
fused to concur in the amendment of the House to a bill requir- 
ing the Governor to submit any proposition that may be made by 
the Government of the United States for the purchase of any por- 
tion of her north-western territory, to the people, which amend- 
ment was, to strike out in 4th section, 5th line, the words “it shall 
be the duty of,” and insert in 6th line of said section, after the 
word Governor, “be and he is hereby requested.” 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a joint resolution for the relief of 
the heirs of Louis P. Gooke, was taken up and read first time ; 
rule suspended, and bill read second time; rule further suspend- 
ed, bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the Senate’s bill to authorize the 
sale of Austin city lots and reserved tract adjoining, was taken 
up and read first time ; rule suspended, bill read second time. 

Mr. Burney offered the following amendment : strike out the 
word “claimed” in 19th line, first section, and insert, “belonging 
to ;” adopted. 

On motion the rule further suspended, bill read third time and 

assed. 
P On motion of Mr. Selman, a bill to be entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the Angelina Bridge and Turnpike Company, was taken up 
and read second time ; rule suspended, bill read third time, 

The yeas and nays being called for on its final passage, stood as 
follows : ” 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogårt, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of Austin, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jow- 
ers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Shea, Shepard, Smith of Shelby, Smith of Red River, Speights, 
Sterne, Stewart, Taylor, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren 
Nays—None. 

So the bill passed by a constitutional majority. 
Mr. Wilson asked leave of absence during the remainder of 
the session, which was granted., 

Mr. Gillet moved that the Honse adjourn until 94 oclock, to- 
morrow morning, upon which the yeas and nays were called for, 
and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Gillet, Jowers and Stapp—4. 
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Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Cramp of Austin, Diekson, Franklin, Harde- 
man of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., ‘Speights, 
Sterne, Stewart, Taylor, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren 
—35. So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Lloyd moved to take upa bill to amend an act to organize 
the Supreme Court ot the State of Texas, upon which the yeas. 
and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Clough, Cochran, Hardeman of N, 
Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Scott, Selman, 
Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Sserne, Taylor, Williams, Win- 
field and Wren—19. 

Nays—-Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Crump of A., Dickson, cields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., 
McKisney, Pace, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Stapp, Stew- 
art and Wilson—20. 

So the House refused to take up the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, a bill requiring the Governor to 
submit any proposition that may be made by the Government of 
the United States to the State of Texas, for the purzhase of any _ 
portion of the north-western territory, to the people, was taken 
up, with the amendment of the House which the Senate refused 
to concur in. 

Mr. Franklin moved to lay the bill on the table until to-morrow, 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

‘Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Clough, Crump of B., Fields, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of T, McKinney, Shea, Smith of S., and Wil- 
son—ll. R 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of A., Dickson, Hardeman of N., Holland, John- 
son, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shepard, Smith of R. R., Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 
Taylor, Williams and Wren —29, 

So the House refused to sustain the motion to lay ou the table. 

The question being, will the House recede from its amendment, 
was put and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the House adjourned until 4 o'clock, 
p. m. 
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Four o’clock, p. m. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill, from the Senate, to repeal in 
part, the 3d and 4th sections of an act entitled an act to incorpor- 
ate the town of Jefferson, approved March 20th, 1848, was taken 
up, and read first time; rule suspended, read second ume; rule 
further suspended, bill read third time aud passed. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, a bill to Incorporate the Sulphur 
Fork Navigation Company, was taken up and read second time ; , 
rule suspended, read third time, and passed by a constitutional ° 
majority, 32 yeas, 1 nay. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 


ComMmITTEE Room, Sept. 2, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act to au- 
thorize the qualified electors of the town of San Augustine, to 
elect corporation officers for the same; also, an act to define the time 
for holding an election for the county seat ofthe county of Tar- 
rant, and appointing a place for holding the courts for said eoun- 
ty until the county seat is located, and find the same correctly en- 
rolled ; and having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and President pro tem. of the Senate, was this 
day transmitted to his Excellency, the Governor of the State, for 
his approval. 

A bill entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Plank Road 
Company, with amendments from the Senate, was taken up; and 
amendments concurred in. 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report: 


Commirres Room, Sept. 2, 1850. 
Hon, C. G. Keenan, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
férred a bill entitled an act to incorporate the Anahuac Canaling 
and Railroad Company, have had the same under consideration, 
and instructed me to report the same back to the House without 
amendment. and recommend its passage. 
Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 


of the day. 
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A bill to change an appropriation therein named, and appropri- 
ating the same for the contingent expenses of the extra session of 
the Legislature for the year 1850 ; read second time and ordered 
to oy eromeds rule further suspended, read third time and 
passed. 

A bill to create a board of land commissioners for the coun- 
ties of Worth and Santa Fe, was taken up; read third time, and 
laid on the table. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

On motion, the call was suspended. 


A message was received from the Senate informing the House, 
that the Senate had passed a bill requesting an increase in the 
mail service from Austin to Clarksville; also, an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to incorporate the city of Austin, origmating 
in the House of Representatives ; and a bill for the relief of Jacob 
Shannon, administrator of Daniel Walker, deceased ; and a bill 
prescribing the time for holding the courts in the 11th judicial 
district. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, a bill to incorporate the Anahuac 
Canaling ard Railroad Company, was taken up and read first 
time; rule suspended, read second time ; rule further suspended, 
bill read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A message was received fror the Senate informing the House, 
that the Senate had passed a bill to change the time of holding 
the courts in the 8th judicial district ; a bill legalizing the organ- 
ization of the Buffalo Bayon, Brazos and Colorado Railroad Com- 
pany, originating in the Honse of Representatives ; also, a bill 
supplementary to an act entitled an act’ to reduce into one act, 
aud to amend the several acts relating to the establishment of a 
General Land Office, passed December 14th, 1887. 

An act making an appropriation for the, construction of the 
Penitentiary, etc., was taken up and read first time ; rule suspend- 
ed bill read second time; on motion, rule further suspended, bill 
read third nme and passed. s 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House, ° 
that the Senate had passed a bill to prohibit Assessors and Collec- 
tors of taxes, from exercising official functions before they are 
duly qualified, originating in the Senate; in which all rules had 
been suspended, and a like suspension requested on the part of 
the House. j 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation to pay bal- 
ance due for printing the laws in the German language, and the 
report of the joint committee to investigate the offices of Treas- 
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urer and Comptroller; read first time; rule suspended, read sec- 
ond time, and referred to committee on Finance. 

A bill, originating in the Senate, to change the names of cer- 
tain petsons therein mentioned ; read first time ; rule suspended, 
read second time; rule further suspended, read third time and 


Mr. Clough moved to take up a joint resolution authorizing 
the Governor to appoint delegates to the Nashville Convention, 
upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Franklin, Gil- 
let, Hardeman of T., Lloyd, Runnels, Smith of S., and Taylor--11. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Crump of A., Dickson, Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, Lott, 
Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith of R, R., Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarramt,” Wil- 
liams, Wilson and Wren—28, 

So the House refused to take up the resolution. 

A bill to authorize the citizens of Falls county, to locate the 
county site of said county ; read first tme; rule suspended, read 
second time; rale iurther suspended, read third time and passed, 

A motion was made to adjourn until 7 o’clock, p. m. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the House adjourned until 9 o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 


Austin, September 3, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
preset. | 

Ausentees— Messrs, Bee, Sterne, Williams, Winfield and Wren. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Scott moved, that the Chief Clerk request of the Senate in 
the name of the House, the return of the bill requiring the Go- 
vernor to submit any proposition made by the General Govern- 
ment, for the purchase of the north-western territory, to the voters 
of the State. ; 

Mr. Smith of R. R., moved to lay the motion of Mr. Scott on 
the table, upon which the yeas and nays were called for and stood 
as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Hardeman of N., 
To anni Smith of R. R., Speights, Stewart, Tarrant and 
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Nays: Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Jowers, 


Lloyd phett, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, - 


Scott, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of S., Taylor and Williams—26. 
So the House refused to Jay the motion on the table. 
The question was then: taken on Mr. Scott’s motion, and carried. 
On motign of Mr. Clements, Mr, Bee was granted leave of ab- 
sence for the remainder of the session. 
On motion of Mr. Bryan, Mr. Stewart was granted leave of ab- 
sence for the remainder of the session, 
On motion of Mr, Taylor, Mr. Crump of A., was also granted 
leave of absence. 
Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 
COMMITTEE Room, Sept, 3, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Finance committee have considered a bill making an ap- 
propriation to pay balance due for printing the laws in the Ger- 
man language, etc., and herewith present a substitute for said 
bill, covering a deficiency for printing the laws in the Spanish 


langnage, 

Ran and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of Finance committee, reported a bill 
making an appropriation for printing the laws and journals of the 
Extra session of the Legislature, convened on the [2th of Au- 
gust, 1850; read ist time. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report : 


COMMITTEB Boom, Sept. 3, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


: Speaker of the House Gf Representatives : 

The committee on Counties ard Count adaries, instruct 
me to return the accompanying bill and petitions to the House, 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, to wit: a bill to permanently locate the county seat of Cal- 
houn county; a petition of the citizens of Henderson and Kauf- 
man counties in relation to their county boundary ; also, the pe- 
tition of the citizens of Titus county, for the incorporation of the 
town of Daingerfield. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 
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a 


aae a o omi pe Aeg e =n a a S 


106 


Commirres Room, Sept. 3, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representaiines : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a joint res- 
olution designating a line of posts on the frontier of Texas ; also, 
a bill to change an appropriation therein named, and appropri- 
ating the same for the contingent expenses of the exira session of 
the Legislature, for the year 1850, and find the same correetly en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 


CommırreE Room, Sept. 3, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act to in- 
corporate the Trinity Plank Road Company; also, an act te 
amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the city of Austin, 
passed May 15, 1846; also, an act to confirm certain land titles 
therein named, and to require the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to issue patents to the same ; also, an act to change 
the time of holding the courts in the 8th judicial distriet; also, 
an act requiring the Governor to submit any proposition that may 
be made by the Government of the United States to the State of 
‘Texas, for the purchase of any portion of the north-western ter- 
ritory, to the people; also. au act making an appropriation for 
the construction of the Penitentiary ; also, an act to authorize the 
sale of Austin city lots; also, an act to authorize and require the 
county courts to issue unconditional certificates in certain cases ; 
and find the same correctly enrolled ; and having been signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of 
the Senate, were this day transmitted to his Excellency, the Gov- 
ernor, for his appyoval. 

Mr. Bryan moved to strike out of the report, all that portion 
which relates to requiring the Governor to submit any proposi- 
tion that may be made by the Government of the United States 
to the State of Texas, for the purchase of any portion of her north- 
western territory to the people. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the report was laid on the table for 
the present. 

Mr. Bryan, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, which was received : 
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Commirrsee Room, Sept. 3, 1850. 
Hon. C. G, Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined and 
find correctly enrolled, the following bills: an act to repeal an 
act to incorporate Rio Grande city, approved January 18, 1850; 
also, a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Louis P, Cooke; 
also, a bill to be enutled an act making an appropriation for the 
per diem pay and mileage of the members and officers of the Le- 
gislature at the extra session, convened the 12th of August,-1850; 
all of which originated in the Senate, and was this day presented 
for the signature of the Speaker House of Representatives and 
President pro tem. of the Senate, and are now ready for the signa- 
ture of the Governor. 

Mr. Winfield submitted a letter from the Hon. Hamilton P. 
Bee, tendering to the State of Texas, in the name of Hon, Bar- 
nard E. Bee, a collection of old and valuable books. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the hooks referred to, wer> aceepted 
by the Legislature in the name of the State of Texas, and the 
thanks of the Legislature tendered to the Hon. Barnard E, Bee, 
for his valuable present. 

On motivn of Mr. Taylor, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate’s resolution to adjourn sine die on Tuesday, the 
3d of September, at 12 o’clock, M., being the special order for 10 
o’clock to-day, was taken up. 

Mr. Franklm moved to strike ont “Tuesday 12 o’clock M.,” 
and insert “Tuesday 9 o’clock P. M.” 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out and insert “Wednesday 10 
o'clock P. M.” : 

Mr. Winfield moved to strike out, and insert “Thursday 12 
oclock M.,” upon which the yeas and nays were called for and 
stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Jrump of B.. Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Lewis, 
Lott, Pace, Polk, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith 
of S., Sterne, Tarrant, Williams, and Winfield—24. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Clough, Dickson, Hardeman 
of N., Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, MeKinney. Reynolds, Runnels, 
Scott, Smith of R. R., Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Taylor, and 
Wren—18. 

So the motion was sustained. 
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The'questian then being upon the adoption of the resolution 
as amended, the yeas and nays were called for and stood as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of B., Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., 
Lewis, Lott, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, 
Shepard, Smith of S., Speights, Sterne, Tarrant, Williams, Win- 
field, and Wren—28. ; 

Nays: Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Dickson, Hardeman of N., 
Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Runnels, Scott, Smith of R. 
R., Stapp, Stewart, and ‘Taylor—t14. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Runnels moved that the House adjourn until Tuesday 10 
o'clock a. m.; lost. ` 

Mr. Dickson moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning 9 o’clock, upon which the yeas and nays were called for 
and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Dickson Hardeman of N., 
Jowers, Runnels, Smith of R. R., Speights, Stewart, and Tay- 
lor—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump of B., Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Lewis, 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, 
Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of S., Sterne, Tarrant, Wil- 
lams, Winfield, and Wren—29. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill to authorize the Governor to call 
‘out volunteers for frontier defence. 

A bill making appropriation for printing the laws and journals 
of the extra session of the Legislature convened on the 12th day 
of August, 1850, and for other purposes read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the blank was filled with four dollars. 

Rule suspended, read second time; bill ordered to be engrossed ; 
rule further suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay balance due for printing 
the laws in the German and Spanish languages, and for printing 
the report of the joint committee ordered to investigate the offices 
of Treasurer and Comptroller, read first time; rule suspended, 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed; rule further sus- 
pended, bill read third time and passed. 

Mr, Scott introduced the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted : 

Resolved, That Wm. F. Weeks, reporter for the extra session 
be paid $5 per day out of the contingent fund of the Legislature, 
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y 
for his services from the 12th of August to the 12th of September, 
1850. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a joint resolution granting leave of ab- 
sence to the State Treasurer, and that the Senate declined to re- 
turn to the House of Representatives the bill requiring the Gover- 
nor to submit any proposition which may be made by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, to this State, for a sale of a portion. of 
the northwestern territory, to the people. 

On motion, the report of the Enrolling committee was taken 
from the table and adopted. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the Judiciary committee made the 
following report: ; 
- CommıTTEE Room, Sept. 3, 1850, 
To the Hon. Cuarnes G. Keenan, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred sundry 
bills and resolutions during the present extra session, beg leave 
respectfully to report, that they have not deemed it advisable to 
go into general Legislation at this session—deeming the appropri- 
ate action of the Legislature to be the consideration of the subject 
matter submitted in the Executive message—they have not in- 
vestigated the subjects connected with the various bills and reso- 
lutions referred to them. Your committee through their chair- 
man has universally stated that no report would be made on the 
bills and resolutions referred, unless specially directed by the 
House. No special directions being given, your committee re- 


turn the several bills and resolutions, and ask to be discharged - 


from the further consideration of the same. 
On motion, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m. 


Taree O’Crock, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
resent,” 
: Mr. McKinney introduced a joint resolution requiring the Gov- 
ernor, upon the receipt of any proposition which shall not con- 
flict with the constitution, coming from the United States for the 
purchase of a portion of the territory of Texas, to submit the 
same to the people—read Ist time. 

Mr. Shea moved to Jay the resolution on the table until the 4th 
of July next, upon which the yeas and nays were called for and 
stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, 
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Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Lioyd, Lott, Polk, Reynolds, 
Russell, Shea, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Stapp, Stewart, Tay- 
lor, and Wren—19. 

Nays: Messrs. Burney, Fields, Gillet, Johnson, McKinney, 
Pace, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Speights, Tarrant, 
and Wiltiams—14. 

So the motion was snstained, 

Mr. Stapp introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, the Senate concurring, the Legislature will adjourn 
on Wednesday the 4th day of September at 1U o’clock A. M., to 
stand adjourned until the 2nd Monday in November of the pres- 
ent year,—read tst time and laid on the table one day for consid- 
eration. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, a bill to incorporate the first Presbyte- 
rian church of Houston, from the Senate, was taken up and read 
ist time—rule suspended—read 2nd, time—rule further suspen - 
ded—read 3rd time, and the yeas and nays being called for on its 
final passage, stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Clough, Cochran, Dickson. 
Gillet, Hardeman of T., Johnsou, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, 
Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shea, Shepard, Smith of R. R., 
Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor, and Williams—23. 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Fields, Hardeman of N., Polk, 
Runnels, Shaw, Smith of S., Stapp, Stewait, Winfield, and 
Wren—12. 

It requiring a vote of two-thirds, the bill was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the vote just taken, rejecting the 
bill was reconsidered. 

The question being again upon the final passage of the bill, 
was put, and the yeas and nays being called for, stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Clough, Cochran, 
Dickson, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Johnson, Jowers, Lioyd, Lott, 
McKinney, Pace, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shea, Shepard, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Speights, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, and Williams—29. 

Nays: Messrs. Charlton, Fields, Hardeman of N., Polk, Shaw, 
Stapp, Winfield, and Wren—8. 

So the bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

Mr. Stewart moved to reconsider the vote just taken passing the 
bill incorporating the first Presbyterian. church &c., 

Motion sustained, and vote reconsidered. 

On metion of Mr. Jowers, the bill was laid on the table. 

A bill to prohibit assessors and collectors of Taxes from exer- 
cising official functions before they are duly qualified; read first 
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time; rule suspended, read second time; rule further suspended, 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant. a bill supplementary to an act to 
secure to all actual settlers within the limits of Peters’ colony, 
the lands to which they are entitled as colanists, read third time; 
the yeas and nays being called for on its final passage stood as 
follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart Barney, Clough, Cochran, Crump of B., 
Fields. Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, 
Pace, Selman, Shepard, Sterne, Williams, Winfield, & Wren—19. 

Nays: Messrs, Charlton, Dickson, Hardeman of N., McKin- 
ney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, 
Stapp, and ‘Taylor—14. > 

So the bill passed. 

message was received from the Senate, informing the House, 
that the Senate had passed a bill making an appropriation to pay 
balance due for printing the laws in the German and Spanish lan- 
guages, and for printing the repurt of the Joint Committee order- 
ed to investigate the offices of Treasurer and Comptroller—also, 
a bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for printing 
the laws and journals of the extra session of the Legislature, con- 
vened on the 12th day of August, 1850, and for other purposes 
with an amendment—also a bill to authorize the Governor te call 
out volunteers for Frontier defence —also, a joint resolution re- 
quiring the Governor to demand of the General Government the 
removal of Indians from ferritory belonging to the State, with 
amendments. : 

On motion, the bill requiring the Governor to demand of the 
General Government the removal of Indians from territory be- 
longing to the State, with amendments of the Senate, was taken 
up, and amendments concurred in. 

A bill for the relief of David Andrews, read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of N., the House adjourned until 
to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 
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Austin, Sept. 4, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Absentees—Messrs, Clements, Crump of B., Franklin, Jowers, 
Pace and Winfield. 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Edneation, made the 
following report : Ma 
Coumrrawe Room, Sept. 4, 1850. 
Hon. G G. Keenan, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives > 

The committee on Education have examined an act to incor- 
porate Lockhart Academy in the county of Caldwell, and find no 
objection to the same, but a strong necestity that all rules should 
be suspended and the same passed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Bryan, the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days, was suspended, and bill read second time ; 
rule further suspended bill read third time and passed by a consti- 
tutional majority—34 yeas—1 nay. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following report, 
which was received : 

Commirrese Room, Sept. 4, 1850. 

Yo the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act to in- 


corporate the Angelina Bridge and Turnpike Company ; also,’ 


an act to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Navigation Company, and 
find the same correctly enrolled; and having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and President pro tem. 
of the Senate, was this day transmitted to his Excellency, the 
Governor of the State, for his approval. 
Mr. Bryan, one of the joint committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report : 
CommirrEE Room, Sept. 4, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined and 
find correctly enrolled, the following bills which have received 
the signatures of the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and President pro tem. of the Senate: an act fo change the names 
of certain persons therein named ; an act to incorporate the San 
Antonio Railroad Company ; an act to legalize the organization 
of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad Company ; 
a bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to perfect the 
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land titles ın Castro’s colony, approved January 22, 1850 ; a joint 
resolution requesting an increase in the mail service from Austin 
to Clarksville ; an act to authorize the people of Falls county to 
locate their site for said county; an act to repeal in part, the 3d 
and 4th sections of an act entitled an act to incorporate the town 
of Jefferson, approved March 20, 1848; and were this day pres- 
ented to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approval. 

A bill to authorize the ,@overnor to call out volunteers for 
frontier defence ; read first time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House, 
that the Senate had passed a bill to change an appropriation 
therein named, and appropriating the same for the contingent 
expenses of the extra session of the Legislature for the year 1850; 
also, that the Senate had concurred in the amendment of the 
House to adjourn sine die on Thursday the 5th inst, at 12 
o'clock, M. 

A communication was received from Mr. J. G. Swisher, sitr- 
rendering the property, &c. belonging to the capitol, aud asking’ 
to be discharged from all further responsibility for the same. 

Mr. Clough introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Hall of the House of Representatives, and 
the property and archives connected therewith, be left in the care 
and under the control of the Chief Clerk of the House, J. W. 
Hampton, upon his giving bond and security, payable to the 
Comptroller in the sum of five hundred dollars, conditioned that 
the said Chief Clerk safely keep, and deliver at the meeting of 
the next regular session of the Legislature, the said Hall, ar- 
chives, and property connected therewith, in good condition, 
unavoidable accidents excepted. 

Read and adopted. 

A bill making an appropriation for the printing the laws of 
the extra session of the Legislature convened on the 12th day of 
August, 1850, and for other purposes, with amendments, from 
the Senate, was taken up, and amendments concurred in. 

A bill to incorporate the Male and Female Institute in the 
county of Cass, taken up and read second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed; rule suspended, bill read third time, and passed 
by a constitutional majority—yeas 30, nays 4. 

A bill to incorporate the Cass county Male and Female Acade- 
my, in the county of Cass; read second time; rule suspended, 
bill read third tiine ànd passed by a constitutional majority— 
yeas 27—nays 6. 

A bill supplementary to an act to reduce into one act, and to 
mend a several acts, relating to the establishment of a General 
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Land Office; read second time, rnle suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. f 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, a bill for the relief of Jacob Shan- 
non, was taken up and placed amongst the orders of the day. 

A bill to amend an act, entitled an act to organize the Su- 
preme Court of the State of Texas; taken up and read second 
time. 

Mr. Franklin moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 

A motion was made for a call of the House ; lost. 

On motion, Messrs. Runnels and Shea were excused from at- 
tendance on the House. - 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out the second section of the bill. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, a further call was suspended. 

The question being on Mr. Fields’ amendment to strike out 
the second section, the yeas and nays were called for and stood 
as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cle- 
ments, Cochran, Crump of B., Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Harde- 
man of T., Lott, Pace, Russell, Shaw, Shepard, Speights, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant and Williams— 22. : 

Nays: Messrs. Clough, Franklin, Hardeman of N., Holland, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Smith of S., Tay- 
lor and Wren—13. - 

So the motion was sustained. 

Mr. Dickson offered the following amendment: provided, that 
the counties of Montgomery and Grimes, in the seventh judicial 
district, be attached to the western district. 

Mr. Scott moved to inseit, Harris and Walk+r counties; ac- 
cepted. 

Mr. Franklin moved to insert the zounties of Liberty and 
Polk; carried. 

On motion. the amendments were adopted. g , 

Mr. Jowers moved to lay the bill and amendments on the table, 
upon which the yeas and nays were called for and stood as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Clements, Dickson, Hardeman 
of N., Jowers, Lewis, Pace, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Shepard, Stapp, Stewart and Tarrant—I6. 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Crump of B., Fields, Fianklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Holland, 
Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Russell, Smith of S., Speights, 
Sterne, Taylor, Williams and Wren—22. - 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill making an appropriation of two 
hundred and fifty dollars for the payment of A. J. Hamilton and 
John E. Cravens, special judges of the Supreme Conrt. 

The bill to organize the Supreme Court, still under consider- 
ation, Mr. Clements offered the following amendment : strike out 
“two” and insert “three districts,” “the third district to comprise 
the counties of Cameron, Starr, Webb, Kinney, Nueces, San Patri- 
cio, Goliad and Refugio.” 

Ou motion, the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Clements moved to adjourn until 9-o’elock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

A motion was made to engross the bill, upon which the yeas 
and nays were called for and stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Clongh, Cochran, Crump of 
B., Fields, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Holland, Johnson, 
Jowers, Lioyd, Lott, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, 
Taylor, Williams and Winfield—28. 

Nays: Messrs. Clements, Franklin, Lewis, Pace, Shaw, Shep- 
ard and Stewart—7. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. i 

Mr. Scott moved to suspehd the rule in order to place the bill 
on its third and final reading : upon whieh the yeas and nays 
were called for and stood as foliows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clough, Crump of B., 
Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Hol- 
land, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Paee, Polk, Reynolds, Rus- 
sell, Scott, Selman, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Speights, Sterne, 
Taylor, Williams and Wren—23. 

Nays: Messrs. Clements, Franklin, Lewis, Shaw, Shepard, 
Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant and Winfield—9. 

F requiring a vote of four-fifths to suspend the rule, the motion 
was lost. 

Mr. Clements moved to adjourn until 4 o’clock, P. M.; lost. 

Mr. Wreii moved to adjourn antil 3 o’clock, P. M.; lost. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill to incorporate Lockhart Acade- 
my, in the county of Caldwell; also, a bill to -incorporate the 
Male and Female Institute in the county of Cass ; also, a bill to 
pee the Male and Female Academy in the county of 

ass. 

A bill to create the county of Freestone; read second time, 
tule suspended, read third time and passed. 
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A bill making an appropriation of two hundred and fifty dol- 
jars. for the payment of A. J. Hamilton and John E. Cravens, 
special judges of the Supreme Court; read first time, rule sus- 
pended, read second time. 

Mr. Jowers offered the following amendment: after the word 
“John E. Cravens” insert, “and James M. Ardrey.” 

aE motion of Mr. Taylor, the House adjourned until 4 o'clock, 


FOUR O'CLOCK, P- M. 


House met pursuant to adjonurnment—roll called—quoram 
present. 

A bill making an appropriation of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, for the payment of A. J. Hamilton and John E. Cravens, 
special judges of the Supreme Court, with the amendment of 
Mr. oe being under consideration when the House ad- 
ourned. 

À Mr. Scott moved to refer the bill and amendment to the com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts; lost. 

The question then coming up on the amendment of Mr. Jow- 
ers, to insert the name of James M., Ardrey, was put and carried. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out “two hundred and fifty dollars,” 
and insert “shall receive pay at the same rate as the judges of the 
Supreme Court during the time they served as special Judges.” ` 

Mr. Hardeman of T., moved to lay the amendment on the 
table, upon which the yeas and nays were called for and stood 
as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Clough, 
Franklin, Hardeman of ‘T., Johnson, Jowers, Lott, Pace, Polk, 
Shaw, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Taylor, Williams, Winfield and Wren—23. 

Nays: Messrs, Charlton, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of 
N. Lloyd, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shepard and 
Speights—12. 

So the motion was sustained. 

a Bryan moved to refer the bill to a special committee; car- 
ried, 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Scott, Bryan and Stapp on said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the resolution to adjourn sine die 
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on Thursday the 5th inst, at 12 o’clock, M., was, in accordance 
with a request of the Honorable Senate, returned to that body. 

A bill designating a line of posts on the frontier of Texas, with 
amendments from the Senate, was taken up, and first amend- 
ment concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the vote concurring in the first 
amendment of the Senate, was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the House refused to concur in 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill under consideration. 

Mr. Scott moved to adjourn until 9 o’cloek to-morrow; lost, 

7 On motion of Mr. Taylor, the House took a rezess for half an 
our, 

Recess expired—House met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Scott, chairman of the special committee, to whom was 
reférred a bill making an appropriation of two hundred and fifty 
dollars for payment of A. J. Hamilton and John E. Cravens, spe- 
cial judges of the Supreme Court, reported a substitvye for said 
bill, and recommended its-passage. : 

On motion, the substitute was adopted; rule suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, transmitting a bill 
regiliring the Governor to submit any proposition that may be 
made by the Government of the United ‘States to the State of 
Texas, for the purchase of a portion of her north-western terni- 
tory, to the people—with the following message from his Excel- 
lency the Governor; and informing the House that the Senate - 
had passed by a constitutional majority over the veto of the Gov- 
ernor, the bill above referred to. ` . 


AN ACT N 
Requiring the Governor to submit any proposition that may be 
made by the Government of the United States to the Stateof.~~ =~ 
Texas, for the purchase ofa portion of her North-western Ter- 
titory, to the people. 
Secrion 1, Be iż enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Teras, That in the event any proposition shall be made to Tex- 
as by the Government of the United States for the purchase of 
any portion of her north-western territory, it shall be the duty of 
the Governor, forthwith, to issué his proclamation, with a copy 
of said proposition appended thereto, requiring the Chief Justices 
of the several counties of this State, to cause polls to be opened in 
their several counties as early as practicable, for the purpose of 
obtaining the assent or refusal, by vote of the citizens of the State, 
to such proposition. 
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Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That the election shall be held, 
and the returns be made to the Chief Justices, in accordance with 
the laws regulating elections, now in force in this State; and 
that all citizens entitled to vote for members of the Legislature, 
and none others, shall be entitled to a vote in this election. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Chief Justices respectively, to make out duplicate certificates 
of the result of the election, in his county; one of which certifi- 
cates he shall transmit by mail to the office of the Secretary of 
State, directed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and endorsed on the back Election Returns, County of and 
the other directed in like manner, he shall deliver to either the 
Senator or Representative representing his county in the Legis- 
lature. 

Sec. 4. Beit further enacted, That should any proposition 
be submitted to the people of Texas for their concurrence as here- 
in contemplated, then it shall be the duty of the Governor to 
convene the Legislature for the purpose of taking final action 
thereon, within the time prescribed by such proposition, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable, The returns of elections that have 
been received, shall be opened, the votes counted, and the regol 
proclaimed by the Speaker of the House, in presence of the two 
Houses of the Legislature, during the first week of the session ; 
and that this act take effect from its passage. 

C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
- President pro tem. of the Senate. 
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, YETO MESSAGE. 


Execurivs DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, September 4, 1850. 
To the Honorable Senate - 

Gentlemen :— A bill entitled “an act requiring the Governor 
to submit any proposition that may be made by the Government 
of the United States to the State of Texas, for the purcbase of 
a portion of her north-western territory, to the people,” and which 
originated in the Senate, has been submitted to me; and, after 
` considering it with entire deference to your honorable body, itis 
with unfeigned regret that I feel myself constrained by an impe- 
rious sense of duty and by a high regard for the honor, consisten- 
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cy and integrity of the State over which I have been called to pre- 
side, to return 1t without my approval. 

The bill, by its phraseology, evidently intends to command the 
Executive to do an act which, to some extent, it seems to me, 
ought to require the exercise of Executive discretion. A propo- 
sition might be made by the Government of the United States 
(and who can now doubt the possibility of such an occurrence, 
since honorable United States Senators declare from their places 
that there are considerations beyond the constitution,) which 
wouid be so offensive in its terms, or insulting in its character, as 
to render it an act of degradation, on the part of the State, to en- 
tertatn or listen to it for a moment: and yet, by the terms of this 
bil, the Executive would be required to go through the solemn 
and degrading mockery of submitting it to the voice of the whole 
people, althongh he migbt be convinced it would not meet the 
approbation of a single man imbued with the ordinary feelings of 
true patriotism. Whether it be competent for one branch of the 
Government to order another and codrdinate branch to do am act 
which necessarily implies the exercise of a most delicate discre- 
tion, is a question which I will not now discuss, or present for 
discussion ; but I may be allowed to say, that some room might 
be left for the exercise of judgment on the part of that officer to 
whom the whole people have confided, in a great degree, the in- 
terests and integrity of their State. The present Executive of 
Texas, impressed with a proper humility, is as little disposed as 
. any human being to arrogate to himself the exercise of powers 
which have not been conferred upon him by the constitution and 
laws of the land; and he thinks he may appeal to his convoca- 
tion of the Legislature, in its present extraordinary session, as an 
evidence of this fact ; but, still, while disposed to confine himself 
within the legitimate sphere prescribed him, he regards it as his 
duty not to give his assent to a departure from it on the part of a 
coordinate branch: and he believes he would be doing so by giv- 
ing his assent to the bill now under consideration. 

Had any proposition been made or were any to be made by 
the Federal Government to this State, which was not degrading 
or insulting in its terms, and in which the people of the State 
possessed an interest, the Executive would most unquestionably 
have taken the proper steps to, have submitted it to them for ap- 
pro val or rejection, without thd command ofthe Legislature; but 
he could not consent, even with that command, to submit a de 
grading proposition, or one at which the patriotism and moral 
sense of the community would revolt. : 

But, if this objection to the bill did not exist, there 1s another, 
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which, to my mind, is insuperable. ‘The 5th section of the 3d 
article of the constitution limits the Legislature to biennial ses- 
sions, and this provision can be departed from only in conformity 
with the terms prescribed by the Sth section of the 5th article of 
the same instrument, which gives to the Executive, and to him 
only, the power to convene the Legislature on extraordinary oc- 
tasions. The necessity which would require an extraordinary 
convention of the Legislature, must therelore be judged and de- ` 
termined by him alone. This bill takes that power of judging 
frora him, and without permitting him to exercise any discretion 
on the subject, it requires him imperatively to convene the Legis- 
lature in the event of the happening ofa contingency; and if the 
Legislature can do this, it can wholly subvert and put at nought 
the constitutional provision which limlis their assembling to bien- 
nial sessions. {fit has the power to order the Governor to con- 
venç them in any case, out of the regular time prescribed by law, 
` it would have equal power to order him to convene them at sta- 
ted intervals of three, six, or twelve months, as their inclinations 
or supposed views of the interest of the government might dictate; 
and thus instead of there being but one session of the Legislature 
in each two years, as the constitution prescribes, the number of 
sessions would only be limited by Legislative discretion. This 
feature in the bill is therefore, to my mind, wholly inadmissible, 
as J regard it as being in direct conflict with the constitution. 

The duty ofthe Executive, then, in relation to calling the Le- 
gislaiure in extraordinary session having been prescribed by the 
constitution, any Legislative interference will have the effect of 
removing the barrier judiciously placed there for the purpose of 
restraining in a salutary manner the action of the different de- 
partments of the Government, each within its proper limits ; 
thereby disturbing the harmony and good understanding which 
should always exist in conducting the affairs of the State. Iam, 
therefore, constrained to return the bill to the Senate in which it 
originated, without my signature, 

P. H. BELL, 


~ Mr. Franklin moved that the bili, with the communication of 
the Governor, be referred to the Judiciary committee; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House adjourned until 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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Austin, September 5, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. > 

Absentees— Messrs. Franklin, Gillet, Johnson, Lewis, Pace, 
Smith of Shelby and Stapp. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. - 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petinon of snndry citizens, praying 
some action of the Legislatnre relative to the shipping and slaugh- 
tering of cattle, accompanied by a bill regulating the same: 

A bill to regulate the shipping and slaughtering of cattle ; read 
first time ; rule suspended, read second time and ordered to be 
engrossed ; rule fur.her suspended, read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, throngh their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
concurred in the amendments of the House to a bill originating 
in the Senate. to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of 
Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists. 

Mr. Bryan, from the joint committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report, which was received : 


- CommitteEr Room, September 5, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
i Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint Enrolling committee have examined and find correct- 
ly enrolled the following bills, to wit: A bill to prohibit Asses- 
sors and Collectors of taxes from exercising official functions be- 
fore they are duly qualified ; an act supplementary to an act en- 
titled an act to amend the several acts relative to the establish- 
mentiofa General Landoffice, passed December 14, 1839; a bill to 
be entitled an act making an appropriation to pay the balance due 
for printing the laws in the German and Spanish langnages, and 
for printing the report of the joint committee ordered to investi- 
gate the offices of Treasurer and Comptroller ; a bil] entitled an 
act making appropriations for printing the laws and journals of 
the extra session of the Legislature, convened on the 12th day of 
August, 1850, and for other purposes; a joint resolution grant- 
ing leave of absence to the Treasurer of the State ; a bill to in- 


_ corporate the Male and Female Institute, in the county of Cass ; 


an act to incorporate the Cass County Male and Female Academy, 
in the county of Cass ; a bill to change an appropriation therein 
named, and appropriating the same for the contingent expenses 
of the extra session of the Legislature for the year 1850 ; an act 
to incorporate the Lockhart Academy, in the county of Caldwell ; 
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a bill supplementary to ah act to secure to all actual settlers with- 
in the limits of Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are enti- 
tled as colonists ;—all of which have been signed by the Speak- 
er of the House and President pro tem. of the Senate, and this 
day presented to his Excellency the Governor for his approval. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: ; 


COMMITTEE Room, September 5, 1850. 
Hon. C, G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
entitled an aet requiring the Governor to submit any proposition 
that may be made by the Government of the United States to the 
State of Texas for the purchase of a portion of her northwestern 
territory. to the people, together with the veto message of the Go- 
vernor, have had the same under consideration, and instructed 
me to report, that ; 

So far as regards tbe power assumed by the Legislature in 
the first, second, and third sections of the bill, to require the Go- 
yernor to submit any proposition which may be made fora sale 
of a portion of the territory of the State to the people for their 
approbation or disapproval, it is clearly, in their opinion, within 
the legitimate scope of legislative authority. And the only ques- 
tion presented by that section is as to the policy of the measure. 
That question has already been deeided by the House in the pas- 
sage of ihe bill. 

Your committee, therefore, cannot concur with the Executive 
in relation to this branch of the subject,so far as regards the con- 
stitutional right of the Legislature to make the requisition. 

So far as the fourth section of the bill is concerned, it presents 
a far graver constitutional question. 

By the first section of the second article of the constitution, it 
is provided that “the powers of the government of the State of 
‘Texas shal! be divided into three distinct departments, and each 
of them be confined to a separate body of magistracy, to wit :— 
those which are legislstive to one, those which are executive to 
another, and those which are judicial to another ; and no person 
or collection of persons, being of one of these departments, shall 
eXercise any power properly attached to either of the others, ex- 
cept in the instanees herein erpressly permitted.” 

By the fifth section of the third article of the constitution, it is 
provided that “the members of the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen by the qualified electors, and their term of office 
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shall be two years from the day of the general election ; and the 
sessions of the Legislature shall be Biennial, at such times as 
shall be prescribed by law.” 

By this provision of the constitution, the Legislature is requir- 
ed to fix the time at which the biennial sessions shall be held: 
and it is the only section of the constitution which gives to the 
Legislature the power of fixing the time when the Legislature 
shall assemble—the only section that gives the Legislature any 
control over the subject. 

By the eighth section of the fifth article of the constitution, the 
power is conferred upon the Governor to convene the ys 
upon extraérdinary occasions. That power is conferred upona dis- 
tinct antl separate branch of the government from the Legislature. 
That section provides that he, the Governor, may, by proclama- 
tion, on extradrdinary occasions, convene the Legislature, at the 
seat of government, or ata different place if that should be in the 
actual possession of a public enemy. Iu ease of a disagreement 
between the two Houses with respect to adjournment, he may ad- 
journ them to such time as he shall think proper, not beyond the 
day of the next regular meeting of the Legislature. 

Taking the several sections of the constitution referred to in 
connection, your committee do not believe that the Legislature 
can, directly or indirectly, exercise the power which is thus di- 
rectly conferred upon the Executive. The contingency upon 
which the Legislature shall be called together in extraérdinary 
session, must depend upon the sound discretion of the Govern- 
or, and cannot be anticipated or prescribed by the Legislature. 

This principle your committee believe to have been clearly as- 
serted in several decisions of the Supreme Court of the State of 
Texas. In the case of Titus vs. Latimer, decided at the Decem- 
ber term, 1849, the Sapreme Court, in relation to another branch 
of the government—the judiciary—uses this language: “ The 
District Court and the Supreme Court, both as to their institution 
and jurisdiction, are essentially the creatures of the constitution : 
on those courts the Legislature can neither confer nor take away 
jurisdiction. ” i 

In the case of Shelby against Johnson, it appears that, on the 
29th day of November, 1839, Shelby was, by a joint resolution 
preceding, and a Joint vote following, elected Judge of the District 
Court, to fill the unexpired term of Corzine, and he was commis- 
sioned on the same day to fill that unexpired term of about one 
year. In 1841, Johnson, by a like resolution and vote of both 
Houses of Congress, was elected to hold the same office for four 
years. Shelby, though elected and commissioned to hold the ug- 
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expired term only, yet claimed that he was entitled to hold the of- 
fice for four years from and atter his election. In deciding upon 
the conflicting claims to the office, between Shelby and Johnson, 
the court uses the following language : 

* As the tenure of this office is preseribed by the constitution, 
that mstrument must furnish the rnles by which the action, both 
of the appellant and of the legislative authority, must be regulat- 
ed. On its broad foundations, rest alike the rights of individuals 
aud the powers of government itself, and of all its depart- 
ments. Its authority is paramount, and the acts of individuals 
and of the government are equally subjected to its control. Its 
maxims or principles cannot be violated without endangering the 
safety of our Institutions.— Nor can any one of the separate bo- 
dies in which power is deposited by the organic Jaw, encroach on 
the rights, franchises, or privileges of another, without hazarding 
the existence of the distinctive features and most valued charac- 
teristics of our republican form of government. This tribunal, 
in its proper sphere, is vested with the extraordinary power of 
testing, not only the acts of individuals, but of the highest authori- 
ties, by this unchanging eriterion: and where the default is ob- 
vious, we can make no discrimination in our judgment between 
the aberrations of private persons and of the most powerful 
branches of the government.” 

Your committee therefore believe that the power conferred up - 
on the Governor to convene the Legislature in extraordinary ses- 
sions, excludes the idea that any other branch of the government 
can interfere with the exercise of a power thus conferred upon 
him by the constitution. All which is respectfully submitted. 

Your committee herewith return the bill and the message of 
the Governor, for such action as the House may deem wise and 
proper, in reference to their own constitutional rights, and those 


of the Executive. 
BENJAMIN C. FRANKLIN, 
Chairman Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion, the rule requiring the report and bill to lie on the 
table, was suspended, and the report and bill were taken up. 

The question being will the House pass the bill over the yeto 
of the Governor ? 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the report and bill on the table ; lost. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that the Senate refused to recede from their amendments to a bill 
designating a line of Posts on the frontier of Texas, and had ap- 
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pointed a committee of conference, and requested the appointment 
of a like committee on the part of the House. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Williams, Tarrant and Stapp 
to compose said committee on the part of the: House. 

The report of the Judiciary committee on the veto message of 
His Excellency the Governor of the bill requiring the Governor 
to submit any proposition that may be made by the Government 
of the United States to the State of Texas for the purchase of a 
portion of her northwestern territory, to the people, being still un- 
der consideration, 

The question was put—shall the bill pass ? —upon which the 
yeas and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, Fields, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Polk, Shaw, Smith of Red 
River, Speights, Taylor and Wren—13. 

Nays—Messis. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, 
Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, 
Selman, Shepard, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tar- 
rant, Williams and Winfield—27. 

So the House refused to pass the bill. 

Mr. Wren offered the following resolutions: 


Whereas, the bill entitled an act to submit any proposition that 
may be made by the Government of the United States to the 
State of Texas, for the purchase of a portion of her northwest- 
ern territory, to the people, has been vetoed by the Executive 
of the State: and 

Whereas, the wishes and best interests of the people are likely to 
be defeated : Therefore aN A 
Src. 1. Beit resolved by the Legislature of the State of Teras, 

That the qualified electors be, and they are hereby respectfully 

requested, to assemble in the several counties, and freely express 

their wishes for or against, any proposition which may be made 
by the United States to the State of Texas, for the purchase of 

a portion of her north-westera territory. 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That a copy of the proceedings 
and resolutions of the several counties be transmitted to their 
representatives. 

Sec. 3. Be it further resolved, That the Legislature adjourn, 
on Friday, the 6th inst., to meet on the Lith day of November 
next. 

Mr. Scott moved to refer the resolution to a special committee. 
Mr. Reynolds moved to reconsider the vote suspending the 


= 


126 


rule, placing the resolution on its second reading; upon which 
the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Clements, Franklin, Gillet, Holland, 
W Kinney, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shepard, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Tarrant and Winfield—-I4. 

Nays--Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, John- 
son, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of Red River, Speights, Sterne, Stewart, ‘Taylor, Williams, and 
Wren—24. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. Scott renewed his motion to refer the resolutions to a special 
committee. 

Mr. Stewart offered the following as asubstitute for Mr. Wren’s 
resolutions : 

Resolved by the House, the Senate concurring, that the Legis- 
ture will adjourn on Friday the 6th of September, instant, at 
11 o’clock, a. m., until the second Monday of November, 1850. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following as anamendmentto Mr. Stew- 
art’s amendment: 

“ Unless im the opinion of the Executive, the emergency of 
the case will require the assembling of the Legislature at an ear- 
lier period ; in that event, the Executive be requested to issue his 
proclamation, calling the Legislature at such time ashe may 
designate. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bili to create the county of Freestone; 
also, a bill to regulate the shipping and slaughtering of eattle, ori- 
ginating in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. McKinney moved to refer the resolutions and amendments 
to the committee on the Jediciary. 

Mr. Stapp insisted that the House take action on the amend- 
ments before a reference was made. 

Mr. Winfield moved the Honse adjourn until 9 o’elock, to- 
morrow morning ; lost ; yeas—2-—nays—28. 

Mr. McKinney moved to lay the substitute and amendments 
on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Crump of B., moved the Honse adjourn until 9 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning ; lost; yeas--6—-nays—32. 

The question then being on the adoption of Mr. Bogart’s 
amendment to Mr. Stewart’s amendment; was taken and rejected. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of Mr. Stewart's 
substitute for Mr. Wren’s resolution, the yeas and nays were call- 
ed for, and stood as follows : 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Clements, Cochran, Crump 
of B., Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman 
of Travis, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Selman, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne 
Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, and Williams—20. i 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Franklin, Gillet, Hol- 
land, Johnson, Jowers, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Russell, Scott, 
Shepard, Smith of Red River, Suuth of Shelby, Speights, Win- 
field and Wren—19. i 

So the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Taylor moved to refer the resolution to a select committee 
of three. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to adjourn until 3 o’elock p. m.; lost. 

Mr. Bryan from committee on Enrolled Bills made the follow- 
ing report: 


- Commirres Room, Sept. 5th, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined and 
find correctly enrolled, a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the 
shipping and slaughtering of cattle; which has received the sig- 
natures of the Speaker of the House and President pro. tem. of 
the Senate, and was this day presented to His Excellency the 
Governor for his approval. Report received. 


A motion was made to adjourn until 3 o'clock p. m. and lost. 

Mr. Winfield moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock, to-morrow 
morning, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as 
follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Crump of B., Fields, Frank- 
lin, Hardeman of T., Holland, Lewis, McKinney, Russell, Scott, 
Shaw, Smith of S., and Winfield—14. r 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, 
Gillet, Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Pace, Sehpan, 
Shepard, Smith of R. R., Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Far- 
rant, Taylor, Williams, and Wren—2z. 

So the House refused to adjourn. . 

On motion of Mr. Shepard, the House adjourned to half past 
3 o'clock p. m. 
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House met pursuant to adjournment—ro}l called—quorum pre- 
sent. 

The resolution of Mr. Stewart to adjourn at L1 o’clock, on the 
sixth inst. to meet again on the second Monday in November 
next, being under consideration avhen the House adjourned, with 
Mr. Scott’s motion, to refer the same to a select committee. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Stew- 
arts resolution : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives, the Senate con- 
curring, will adjourn sine die, on Friday morning the sixth of 
September, 1850, at 9 o’clock, ante meridian. 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the resolution on the table; carried. 

Mr. Scott renewed his motion to refer the resolution to a select 
committee; lost. 

Several motions fora call of the House; lost. 

The question then coming up upen the adoption of Mr. Stew- 
arts resolution, the yeas and nays were called for. 

Mr, Russell moved the appointment of a committee to wait up- 
on absent members and receive their votes upon the question un- 
der consideration ; which after some remarks from several gentle- 
men, was withdrawn. 

The motion was renewed by Mr. Crump of B., which was then 
put to the Honse and Jost. 

The yeas and nays being then taken upon the adoption of the 
resolution, resulted as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Crump of B., Dick- 
son, Fields, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Johnson, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith 
of R. R, Smith of S., Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, 
Williams, and Wren—27. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Franklin, Gillet, Holland, Reynolds, 
and Seott— 6. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Fields offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the chief clerk be authorized to purchase a suf- 
ficient number of copies of the maps, lately published by Robert 
Creuzbanr, accompanying his guide to California, showing the 
position and boundaries of our State, to supply each county with 
one copy, to be posted up in the office of the county clerk, with 
the view of giving the people correct information in relation to 
the territory proposed to ‘be purchased by the General Govern- 
ment by the bill now before the Congress of the United States, 
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out òf the fund appropriated for contingent expenses of this ses- 
sion of the Legislature, ‘ 

A motion was made to strike out chief clerk, in the first line, 
and insert each member; and after the words purchase, in same 
line. insert, at their own expense. . 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the resolution was laid on the table, 
upon whieh the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Cramp of B., Dickson, 
Franklin, Gilet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Holland, 
Johnson, Jowers, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Shaw, Shep- 
ard, Smith of S., Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor, and Wren—23. 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Cochran, Fields, Lloyd, Lott, Russell, 
Selman, Smith of R. R., Speights, Stewart, and Williams-~11. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. ; 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House, that the Senate had 
passed a resolution to adjourn until the third Monday in Novem- 
ber next, to which resolution they asked the concurrence of the 
House. 

_A motion was made to take up the resolution of the Senate 

just reported to the House. 

Mr. Dickson moved to lay the motion on the table for the pres- 
ent. 

Mr. Scott moved that the House adjourn until 9 o'clock to- 


Morrow morning. 


A message was received from the Senate, through‘their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House, that the Senate had 
adopted the resolution of the House to adjourn on Friday the sixth 
inst., to meet again on the second Monday in November next, 
with an amendment, substituting the third Monday in November 
for the second, in which amendment the House concurred. 

Mr. Selman asked leave of the House, to withdraw cerjain pa- 
pers and documents, presented by him to the Legislature for their 
action thereon, at this session; leave granted. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

on 
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Austin, September 6, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called— quorum 
present. 

Absentee: Mr, Franklin. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

On motion, the members whe were absent from the House yes- 
terday at the time the vote was taken to adjourn until the third 
Monday in November next, were allowed to record their votes. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had ap- 
pointed a committee of three to wait upon his Excellency, the 
Goyernor, and inform him that the two Houses were now ready 
to adjourn, and requested the appointment of a like committee on 
the part of the House. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Lewis, Gillet and Shepard, 
said committee. 

Mr. Scott, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report, which was received : 


Commirres Room, Sept. 6, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the bill cre- 
ating the county of Freestone, and find the same correctly enroll- 
ed; and having received the signature of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and President pro tem. of the Senate, 
has this day been presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for 
his approval. 

Mr. Winfield introduced the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the House of Representatives, 
be tendered to the Hon. C. G. Keenan, Speaker of the House, for 
the able and impartial manner in which he has presided over, 
the deliberations of this body. 


Mr. Scott offered the following protest against the action ofthe - 
House, in passing the resolution to adjourn, to meet again on the 
third Monday in November next : 


i 


House or Representatives, 
Austin, September 6, 1850. 
The undersigned begs leave, respectfully to protest against the 
action of the Legislature in adjourning to meet at this place on the 
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third Monday in November next : Ist, because it is exercising a 
doubtful power; 2d, because it is setting a precedent, which the 
future exercise. of may eventnate in serious injury to the State ; 
3d, because it is assuming a responsibility that of right should 
rest with the Governor, for should the Government of the United 
States submit to this State, any propositions requiring the action 
of the Legislature, there can, in view of the formation of our gov- 
ernment, and the responsibilities surrounding the Executive of 
the State, exist no reasonable doubt that a proper view of his duty 
would force himto take such action on the question, as the pro- 
positions would seem to require; 4th, because, should from any 
unanticipated causes, no proposition be made, it would be entail- 
ing an expense upon the State, which her finances are illy able 
to sustain ; 5th, because I believe that the Legislature should re- 
main in session until the action of the General Government is 
ascertained in relation to propositions known to be before the Con- 
gress, and which reports by the last mail assert have passed both 
Houses, and which fact could be finally ascertained in a very few 
' days; and lastly, the action adjourning the Legislature to aday 
certain, precludes the possibility (under the constitution, 2d article, 
22d section,) of the Legislature again acting on bills which they 
have once rejected; thus should the Government of the United © 
States fail to settle the boundary question, to the satisfaction of 
the people of this State, and the Legislature should deem it pro- 
per to enforce our jurisdiction, the action of the two Houses is 
foreclosed by itsown act of adjournment fromacting on thesubject; 
or should propositions be submitted to Texas requiring the Legis- 
lature to submit the same to the people of the State, the same ob- 
jection would hold good. 

In view then of these reasons, I solemnly protest against the 
action of the Legislature in this behalf. 

Í J. W. SCOTT. 


On motion, the House took a recess for fifteen minutes. 

Recess expired—House met—roll] called—quorum present. 

Mr. Jowers offered the folowing resolutions, which were read: 

Resolved, 'That should any proposition be made by the Fed- 
eral Government to the State of Texas, for the purchase of any 
portion of her territory, it will be proper for the people of said 
State, to gxercise their sovereign right of accepting or rejecting 
such roA ition, by vote at the ballot box. 

Resolved, 'Fhat if practicable, a full vote thereon should be 
given on the first Monday in November next, and that the Chief 
Justice of each county be, and he 1s hereby requested to furnish 
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the Representative of his county with a certificate of the result of 
said vote, directed to the Speaker of the House of Repiesentatives, 
and to enclose by mail a duplicate certificate to the Secretary of 
State for the Speaker of the House of Representatives ; which 
certificates shall be opened by said Speaker in the presence of the 
two Houses of the Legislature, and the result there made known. 


Mr. Lewis, from the joint committee to wait upon his Excellen- 
cy, the Governor, and inform him that the Legislature was now 
ready to adjourn, to Meet again on the third Monday in Novem- 
next, reported duty performed ; and that his Excellency desired 
the committee to inform the Hon. Legislature that he had no fur- 
ther communications to make to them. 


Mr. Taylor moved to lay the resolutions offered by Mr. Jowers 
upon the table, upon which the yeas and nays were called for and 
stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Clements, Clough, Crump of B., Gil- 
let, Hardeman of '!’., Holland, Lewis, MeKinney, Pace, Shepard, 
Smith of S., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams aud Winfield—16. 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Chaflton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, 
Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Speights, Sterue, ‘Taylor and 
Wren—20, 

So the motion to lay on the table was lost. 


Mr. Jowers moved the adoption of the resolutions, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called for. 

Mr. Franklin inquired of the Speaker, if the hour of 11 o’clock 
had not arrived? ‘The Speaker said it had. 


Mr. Franklin objected to the motion being put to the House, as 
the hour of 11 o'clock had arrived, and that the House stood ad- 
journed by a joint resolution of both Houses, adcpted on yesterday. 


Several calls for the question ; upon which the yeas and nays 
were taken and resulted as follows—several members declining 
to vote, from the fact that the Honse stood adjourned by joint res- 
olution adopted on yesterday ; those declining to vote as members 
of the Legislature were, Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Clough, Cramp 
of B., Fields, Franklin, McKinney, Reynolds, Runnels and Shep- 
ard; Messrs. Bryan and Burney, voted yea as citizens, 


Yeas on the adoption of resolution : Messrs. Speakgg, Bogart, 
Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, Hardemiail of Nac- 
ogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Russell, Scott, 
eS aw, Smith of R., R., Speights, Sterne, Taylor and 

ren— 22. 
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Nays—Messrs. Clements, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Holland, 
‘J,ewis, Pace, Smith of S., Stapp, Stewart, Tafrant, Williams and 
Winfield—12. 

So the resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. Franklin asked leave to enter his protest against the action 
of the House upon the resolutions, as that action was had after the 
House stood adjourned by joint resolution. 

Mr. Franklin moved to erase from the journal, all the proceed- 
ings had upon the resolutions offered by Mr. Jowers ; lost. 

On motion, the House adjourned, to meet again on the third 
Monday in Noveinber next. 


JOSEPH.W. HAMPTON, 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


